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BreezeThe Bel Aire 

By David Dinell 

Bel Aire is getting a new 
business at its Sunflower 
Commerce Park: the Mind-
cure Behavior & Wellness 
Center, an inpatient psychi-
atric care facility. 

Officials from the com-
pany were at the Bel Aire 

City Council meeting Jan. 
19 to brief the council on 
their plan and seek approval 
of a $2 million industrial 
revenue bond for the center, 
which the council gave. 

There is a need for more 
psychiatric bed space in 
the area, said the business’ 
chief executive and chief 

financial officer, Srinivas 
Krishnamurthy. 

“Other than Good Shep-
herd (in Wichita), there is 
nothing else for 150 miles,” 
he said. 

As planned, the first 
phase of the project will 
have 14 two-bed rooms 
and a staff of eight to 10. 

Patients would all be 18 or 
older and stay an average 
of three to five days in the 
10,500-square-foot center. 

Sunflower Commerce 
Park was chosen because 
of its “great location” on a 
main road with easy access 
to a high population base, 
Krishnamurthy said. The 

site is on the east side of 
Webb between K-96 and 
K-254 highways. 

Mindcure Behavior 
& Wellness Center had 
been in discussions previ-
ously with city officials 
and the topic was originally 

Psychiatric care center planned for city

See CENTER, Page 4

By David Dinell 

An accident at the 
intersection of K-254 and 
Webb Road resulted in the 
death of a Kechi woman. 

Brenda T. Petrey, 63, of 
Kechi, who was driving a 
1997 GMC pickup, was 

killed  at 8:12 a.m. Jan 
27 as she attempted to go 
north across the highway 
and was hit by an east-
bound vehicle.

The driver of the 
other vehicle, Joshua J. 
Mathews, 35, of White-
water, was not injured. 
Mathews was driving a 
2014 Ram pickup. Both 
drivers were wearing seat 
belts. 

The scene was just 
outside the Bel Aire city 

limits and as such the 
accident was handled 
by the Kansas Highway 
Patrol and the Sedgwick 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Bel Aire police, including 
Chief Darrell Atteberry, 
did response and provided 
traffic control. 

“It was a horrific 
crash,” Atteberry said.

Due to the impact di-
rectly on the driver’s side 
door, Petrey “didn’t stand 
a chance,” he said, even 

with a seat belt on and air 
bags in place. 

Petrey’s vehicle failed 
to yield to oncoming traf-
fic, according to an online 
KHP report. 

As officers were work-
ing the crash, another acci-
dent occurred nearby, also 
on K-254. A van slowing 
down for the first accident 
was hit from behind and 
then that car was hit by 
another vehicle. Two of 
the three drivers in that ac-

cident were uninjured, but 
the other, the van driver, 
was taken by ambulance 
with upper body injuries.

All three had their seat 
belts on. KHP officers said 
speed was a factor in the 
accident and requested that 
motorists slow down and 
use extra caution when ap-
proaching an accident. 

Last summer, two 
women from southeast 
Kansas were killed in a 
crash similar to Petrey’s 

accident. That crash on 
July 17 was at K-254 and 
Greenwich. Authorities 
say the driver misjudged 
the speed of an oncoming 
truck and pulled into the 
highway. 

It can be difficult to 
judge traffic speed on K-
254, police say, as vehicles 
travel up to 70 mph, so 
they urge allowing ad-
equate time when entering 
the highway or crossing 
the open intersections.

By David Dinell 

Bel Aire resident Randell Harms 
is frustrated over the city’s at-large 
animal policy — or lack of it. 

At issue is a dog that, for the past six 
months, has made his presence known 
around Harms and his much smaller 
dog, Cassie, a 10-year-old Jack Russell 
and Rat Terrier mix, who is either in 
the house or on a leash. 

Harms is hesitant to call the dog a 
stray as he’s well fed, but he’s certainly 
been a nuisance, attracted by Cassie.  

“It has urinated and defecated on 
my bushes to mark its territory, which 
has destroyed them,” Harms said. “It 
follows us for miles as we walk our 
dog and he gets all the other dogs in the 

area barking.”
Harms said he tried to be a “con-

siderate neighbor” and he understands 
dogs getting loose from time to time, 
but his patience is wearing thin. 

He’s contacted authorities, but is not 
happy that the issue wasn’t solved. 

First, Harms call the Wichita Animal 
Shelter, which said it couldn’t help him 
because he doesn’t live in Wichita. 

Then it was on to Sedgwick County 
Animal Control, which informed him 
that due to no contract between it and 
Bel Aire, its staff cannot go there. 

The next call was to the Bel Aire 
police, which Harms said told him that 
a resident must catch a dog first. 

“The police department has no 
way to tranquilize the dog?” he asked.

Police Chief Darrell Atteberry said 
it’s true that they don’t have special-
ized animal control equipment, which 
is expensive. However, he did say they 
try and help residents if called, and will 
try to “cajole” a pet into their vehicle 
and take it to the shelter.  

“Most of them are nice dogs,” At-
teberry said. 

However, police aren’t going to try 
the same approach with a vicious dog. 

“We don’t like getting bit anymore 
than any one else,” he said.

They would try and borrow some 
equipment to handle such an animal, 
but then they are stuck because they 
don’t have animal cages. It has not 

By The Breeze staff

The holder of Holiday 
Millionaire Raffle ticket 
14333 is a Bel Aire resident.

The woman stepped 
forward Jan. 27 to claim her 
$1 million prize. 

The winner asked the 
Kansas Lottery to keep her 

identity a secret.
The Lottery said she pur-

chased just one ticket in the 
2015 Holiday Millionaire 
Raffle, and it turned out to 
be the winner.

The drawing was held on 
Dec. 31.

The excited winner and 
her family told Lottery 

officials they had intended 
to claim the prize ear-
lier in January, but wintery 
weather and problems with 
a car tire kept them from 
making the trip to Topeka 
until Jan. 27.

While waiting to claim 
the $1 million ticket, the 
winner said she kept it in 

a secret place not even her 
family knew.

The $1 million Holiday 
Millionaire Raffle ticket 
was sold at Jumpstart 2, 
located at 701 N. Main in 
El Dorado. For selling the 
winning ticket, the store be-
comes eligible for a $1,000 
selling bonus.

By David Dinell 

The Bel Aire City Council in January 
wrestled with city staff pay. 

At its Jan. 5 meeting, the council 
declined to fund any cost-of-living adjust-
ment increases for the city’s 38 employees. 

The situation had been the source of 
much discussion at a workshop in Decem-
ber, with some members wanting an auto-
matic 2 percent COLA and others wanting 
increases based on merit. 

At its Jan. 19 meeting, the council 
approved a new salary scale that did not 
include the COLA, nor any other automatic 
raise. However, employees may receive a 
merit raise from their supervisor.

Employees received a 1 percent COLA 
in 2015. 

“I’m happy with the staff, but since the 
seniors (citizens) didn’t get a COLA this 
year, I’m against this,” said member Guy 
MacDonald. 

Replied member Peggy O’Donnell: “I 
would hate to use Social Security as our 
measuring stick.” 

She added that the money for a COLA 
is in the budget. However, she didn’t find 
other members who agreed with her. 

Member Diane Wynn said in her work 
experience, COLA wasn’t a part of a nor-
mal pay increase. 

It varies from city to city as to whether 
to grant employees a COLA raise, said City 
Manager Ty Lasher.

“We looked around and the average was 
1.8 percent,” he said.

Some cities are like Bel Aire and don’t 
give one. However, he said all of the sala-
ries offered by Bel Aire are on par with the 
job market.  

“We try and keep them competitive,” he 
said. 

Since there was confusion as to whether 
employee pay without COLA would be the 
same in 2016 as 2015, the council voted to 
table the remainder of the pay schedule to 
the next meeting. 

Pay raises of up to 2 percent have been 
scheduled in the 2016 budget.  

“There were a couple of changes up 
and down on the grades, so we will ensure 
that if positions didn’t move, they are still 
going to get the same pay this year,” City 
Manager Ty Lasher said.

All of Bel Aire’s employees, including 
police offices, are nonunion. 

Facility to 
be built in 
Sun�ower 

Commerce 
Park

City
employee 
pay issue 
settled
Council turns down COLA

See CITY, Page 4

Randell Harms wants the city to be able contain stray animals. He said one has constantly both-
ers his dog, Cassie. City officials say they are aware of the issue and are working to get an animal 
control provider back in place. 

David Dinell

City animal control 
remains in limbo

See STRAYS, Page 4

$1 million winner from Bel Aire

Kechi woman dies in crash on K-254
Second fatal 
wreck in six 
months
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The Bel Aire Breeze

Short and sweet. That 
was the plan on Jan. 12 
when I was honored to 
give the third state of 
the city address.  The 

first two years’ addresses lasted 
nearly 30 minutes each. This year 
was just over 17 minutes. And that 
was by design. Because instead 
of focusing on what was accom-
plished in the past 365 days, my 
goal was to set our sights on the 
next 365 days and the future.

Immediately following the state 
of the city address was a 45-min-
ute strategic planning session with 
direct input from citizens who 
stuck around. In the next two to 
three months, all citizens of Bel 
Aire will be invited to share their 
ideas of how we should shape our 
future.

Last year, we sold 170 acres of 
land and set a record for housing 
starts with 106 for a total value of 
$22.8 million dollars. That is all 
great news and we are working 
hard to continue this trend.

But, we are missing commercial 
land sales. I want to change that in 
2016. This year, we can really look 
toward building our future. Bel 
Aire celebrated its 35th birthday in 
2015. What are the next five, 10, 
15 or 20 years going to look like? 
That is just one of the reasons I am 
excited to learn what citizens want 
to see.

How are we going to define 
what those commercial areas will 
look like? It is imperative that we 
attract the correct exciting com-
mercial development that can act 
as a magnet. Bringing in com-
mercial businesses like attractions, 
unique opportunities, dining op-
tions, and/or retail will take the tax 
burden of our land debt payments 
solely off of our homeowners. It 
will birth additional growth in re-
spects to industrial and residential 
and can add to the attractiveness of 
living in our great city.

My beautiful wife likes to 
remind me from time to time, with 
a chuckle, how I during one of 
the candidates forum said some-
thing to the effect of “Buckle your 
seatbelts folks, the future is going 
to be exciting.” That, while some-
what of a goofy campaign promise 
then, is happening now. 

It is my hope that in concert 
with citizen input, your govern-
ing body and I will be aggressive 
in thinking outside of the box to 
begin the long and tedious task of 
bringing in commercial businesses 
that will benefit our city.   

In addition to seeking citizen 
input, we have partnered with 
PEC to develop a master plan. 
This came highly recommended 
by well-respected realtor Marlin 
Penner. As he shared with the 
council, our engagement with 
a master plan shows we value 
thoughtfulness. It also shows pro-
spective buyers we are protective 
of our city and desire fine develop-
ment. 

The tide is turning and it is time 
we embrace the next phase of our 
city. 

And as if right on cue, at the 
second city council meeting in 
2016, we approved a project to 
bring a gas station/convenience 
store along with small strip mall to 
45th and Rock. Also approved was 
an IRB paving the way for a psy-
chiatric care center located inside 
Sunflower Commerce Park who’s 
CEO Srinivas Krishnamurthy said 
he chose Bel Aire because of its 
great location on a main road with 
easy access to a large and growing 
population base.

In 2016, citizens can also 
expect to see a complete overhaul 
of our city website with more 
enhanced features, especially 
for the exploding population of 
individuals who get all their news 
electronically specifically on their 
phone or tablet. A new city app for 
all Android and Apple phones is 
also in the works.

In the meantime, I invite any-
one with a concern or suggestion 
to contact us at city hall and if you 
can’t watch a meeting in person, 
be sure to subscribe to our You-
Tube channel. All city meetings 
are open and posted online with 
48 hours. A live link is available at 
www.belaireks.gov. 

The Bel Aire City Council in 
January established March 19 
as the Spring Festival date and 
Oct. 15 as the Fall Festival date. 
Also, it set the citywide garage 
sales period as June 23 through 
25 and waived garage sale per-
mit fees during that time. 

†††
The following Bel Aire stu-

dents have received academic 
scholarships from Kansas State 
University for the 2015-16 
school year: Matthew Brooks, 
Foundation Plus Scholarship; 
John Dolechek, Achievement 
Award, Howard & Helmer 
Architects, PA Scholarship 
and Schaefer, Johnson, Cox, 
Frey and Associates, P.A. 
Scholarship; Joel Findley, 
Coonrod Memorial Architec-
tural Engineering Scholarship; 
Leslie Geist, Eugene J. Laugh-
lin Scholarship, Executive 
Mentorship Program, John 
Jacob Rhodes Jr. and Eliza-
beth H. Rhodes Scholarship 
in Business and Medallion 
Scholarship; Austen Henry, 
Foundation for Engineering at 
Kansas State University Fund; 
Aschlyn Heptig, Frederick 
and Connie Erickson Scholar-
ship; Braden Hoch, Jack Rees 
Family Horticulture Scholar-
ship and Steven Lee Jaquith 
Memorial Scholarship Fund; 
Jordan Lund, Foundation Plus 
Scholarship and Justus O’Reilly 
Family Engineering Scholar-
ship; Paige Posson, Marion H. 
Pelton Scholarship; Hannah 
Tritschler, K-State Alumni As-
sociation Legacy Scholarship; 
Aaron Wolf, Foundation Plus 
Scholarship, Guy M. Shelley 
Jr. Memorial Scholarship and 
Ralph and Dora Rogers Memo-
rial Scholarship; and Taylor 
Wright, First in Class Schol-

arship, Foundation Scholar-
ship and June D. Hull Sherrid 
Cancer Center Scholarship and 
Education Fund.

†††
Anna Raab of Wichita 

was named to the fall 2015 
President’s List at Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, S.C. 
The President’s List recognizes 
students who earn a grade point 
average of 3.75 or higher. Raab 
is a sophomore creative writing 
major. 

†††
Thomas Warner of Wich-

ita qualified for the fall 2015 
Dean’s List at Belmont Univer-
sity in Nashville, Tenn. Eligibil-
ity is based upon a minimum 
course load of 12 hours and a 
quality grade point average of 
3.5 with no grade below a C.

†††
Mary-Katherine Swanson 

of Wichita was named to the 
President’s Honor Roll and 
Christopher Stadler was named 
to the Dean’s Honor Roll for 
the fall 2015 semester at Kan-
sas Wesleyan University.

†††
Cleary Building Corp., the 

fastest growing company in its 
industry, recently announced 
the sale of its 100,000th build-
ing. Cleary is a family-owed 
company in business since 
1978. The corporate office and 
manufacturing plant are located 
in Verona, Wis. The company 
has a representative in Wel-
lington.   

†††
The 18th annual Wichita 

Women’s Fair, Feb. 19 through 
21 at Century II, will feature 
the return of a business work-
shop, fitness challenge, speak-
ers, health screenings, cooking 
demos, model search, games on 

stage, fashion and hair shows, 
and lots of shopping as well as 
new events such as a Doggy 
Fashion Show and Shocker 
Pride Fashion Contest.

In addition to 27 stage 
shows, hundreds of exhibi-
tors will showcase the latest 
in gourmet foods and utensils, 
accessories, fashions, entertain-
ing and decorating tips, beauty 
products, pampering and spa 
services in one unique market-
place. Health and wellness is a 
significant part of the fair with 
products, expert advice, screen-
ings and information.

Janet Cervantes Hageman, 
CFO of Eck Automotive Group, 
will present the Friday after-
noon Business Workshop, 
“Success: Put Yourself in the 
Driver’s Seat.” The Business 
Workshop begins at 3 p.m. on 
the Main Stage and is free with 
Women’s Fair admission. 

Girls’ Night Out, again 

hosted by retired Wichita Eagle 
fashion columnist Bonnie Bing, 
will follow the workshop with 
wine tasting, cooking demos 
and fashion and shows from 5 
to 8 p.m. Friday evening.

International author and 
inspirational speaker Donna 
Hartley will present “Fire Up 
Your Life! Surviving Chal-
lenges and Transforming 
Your Life” on Saturday at 1 
p.m. Fair hours are noon to 
8 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Saturday; and 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Sunday.  Admission 
is $8.75 for adults, $7.75 for 
seniors and $5.75 for children 
6-12. Children 5 and under 
are free. Spot’s Party Bus will 
again provide free doorside 
transportation from Lawrence-
Dumont Stadium parking lot.

Check womensfair.com for 
more information, a schedule 
and a $1 off coupon (print out 
and present at ticket office).

By The Breeze staff

Leah Ward, a Northeast 
Magnet High School French 
teacher, and five students 
will travel to France during 
spring break to participate 
in an immersive French 
program. 

The group will host a 
garage sale to help fund 
scholarships for this learn-
ing opportunity. The sale 
will be from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Feb. 20 at Northeast Magnet 
High School, Rock Road 
and 53rd North.

CONSTANCE SERVIS
Constance E. Servis, 85, 

died Jan. 7, 2016. She was 
a retired 
court re-
porter. 

She was 
born July 
8, 1930, in 
Platte City, 
Mo., to 
Robert and 
Lena Cal-
vert. She 
worked 
as a court 
reporter for 

the government for 55 years, 
retiring at age 75. She also 
was an Avon representative 

for 30 years. 
She was preceded in death 

by her parents, brother Rich-
ard, husband Howard Servis, 
nephew Bob Calvert and 
stepdaughter Sandy S. Long. 
Survivors include nephew 
Wayne (Karen) Calvert of 
Joplin, Mo.; niece Cassie 
(Robert) George of Eureka, 
Mo.; stepdaughter Karen S. 
(Bob) Funcheon of Bel Aire; 
and eight stepgrandchildren. 

A memorial service was 
held Jan. 16 at Mt. Vernon 
United Methodist Church. 
In lieu of flowers, to either 
Kansas Humane Society or 
Mt. Vernon UMC.  

DEATH

Servis

By The Breeze staff

Two Sunrise Christian 
Academy students were 
among the top 12 finalists in 
the Wichita State University’s 
annual Distinguished Schol-
arship Invitational (DSI).

Cynthia Matson and 
Sarah Myose were selected 

to compete for one of the 
two coveted $60,000 Harry 
Gore Memorial Scholarships, 
which are among the larg-
est undergraduate awards in 
Kansas. 

A total of 380 students 
competed in DSI on Nov. 21. 

To be invited to compete 
in the invitational, students 

had to have a 24 or higher 
ACT score and a minimum 
3.50 cumulative GPA. The 
12 finalists this year have an 
average ACT score of 30 and 
average GPA of 3.82.

Once invited, students 
complete a packet of infor-
mation, including essays, 
and compete in an on-cam-

pus leadership competition. 
Finalists sent back on campus 
Jan. 27 for final interviews.

The announcement of the 
Gore Scholars was Jan. 28.

Neither Matson nor Myose 
won the Gore award, but will 
receive competitive scholar-
ship packages to attend WSU 
in the fall.

Those planning to participate in the immersive French program are (from left) 
Libby Weaver, Brooke Taylor, Allison Knoedler, Mallory Smith, sponsor Leah 
Ward and (not pictured) Tavian Smith.

French 
students 
to host 
garage sale

Courtesy photo

Sunrise students �nalists in WSU scholarship program

HIGHLIGHTS
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City of Bel Aire

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior 
Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check out 
with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or 
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in 
Sedgwick County.

The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259 
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call 
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations
Senior Center/Community Room

7651 E. Central Park Ave. 
744-2451

Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North

744-2700

Weekly Events
Bel Aire Walkers — M-F, 8-9 a.m. at the Rec Center (indoors & climate 
 controlled). Free for Bel Aire Senior members, alternate times available
Yoga — Mondays & Wednesdays, 6 p.m. at the Rec Center (monthly fee)
Chair Exercises — Tuesday & Fridays, 10:30 a.m., at the Rec Center
Bridge Games — Tuesdays, 1 p.m. at the Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesdays, 9 a.m. at the Rec Center
Senior Coffee — Thursdays, 10 a.m. at the Senior Center
Braum’s Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m. on North Rock Road
Line Dance Class — Fridays, 1 p.m. in the Community Room

Bel Aire SeniorsBel Aire Recreation

 Community Events
TOPS — Tuesdays at 9 a.m., Senior Center
City Council — First and third Tuesday of each month
Feb. 13, 10:30 a.m. — Red Hat outing to Karg Glassworks and lunch. 

Call Anita at 744-2840 for more info.
Feb. 9, 7 p.m. — Central Park HOA meeting at the Senior Center

YOUTH CHEERLEADING
For boys and girls ages 4 & up. These 
recreational cheer classes will focus on 
motions, jumps, and routines involved 
in cheerleading. Classes have begun but 
limited openings remain.

DAZZLING DANCERS
These recreational dance classes will fo-
cus on ballet and jazz dance. Class attire 
includes: comfortable clothing, dance 
slippers and a hair-tie. Classes begin 
Feb. 13. Registration is recommended. 

WICHITA HEIGHTS JUNIOR 
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL LEAGUE
For boys ages 11-14 and girls ages 11-
15. The deadline to sign up is Feb. 20. 
Registration restrictions apply; please 
call for more information.

COED INDOOR SOCCER
Indoor soccer is for boys and girls ages 
4-11.  Games will be played on Satur-
days beginning March 12.  Practices 
will be set up by coaches on weeknights 
beginning the week of February 29. 

HIP-HOP
These exciting dance classes will teach 
kids hip-hop techniques and choreog-
raphy in a fun, positive environment.  
Classes are taught by Wichita Heights 
High School varsity cheerleader Jordan 

Atwater. 

TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet from 5 to 6 p.m. Monday 
and Friday or from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. These are great 
classes for beginners to black belts.

YOGA
Classes are held from 6 to 7 p.m. Mon-
day and Wednesday. Participants need 
to provide their own yoga mat. Teens & 
adults can join at any time. 

FITNESS CENTER (ages 16 & up)
The Fitness Center consists of ellipti-
cal cross trainers, treadmills, recumbent 
bike, multistation weight machine, and 
free weights. There is no charge for pass 
holders, or it is available with the pur-
chase of a daily pass. 

SENIOR AEROBICS/CHAIR
EXERCISES
The senior aerobics class meets on from 
9 to 10 a.m. Wednesday. Chair exercise 
meets at 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays and Fri-
days. You can join at any time.
 
A $5 late fee will be charged to all 
sign-ups after registration deadlines. 
For more information about these or 
any Bel Aire Recreation programs, call 
744-2700.

Feb. 1, 6:30 p.m. — Potluck dinner and meeting, “Visions of Tuscany”  
 with John Ellert, Community Room.
Feb. 2, 8:30 a.m. — Breakfast at Copper Oven.
Feb. 2, 10:30 a.m. — Andover Life Care Center Fitness Class (during  
 chair exercise) at the Rec Center.
Feb. 3, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time, Senior Center.
Feb. 4, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center.
Feb. 5, 6 p.m. — Pitch, Senior Center.
Feb. 8, 11:30 a.m. — Lunch at Luciano’s in Mulvane, North Rock Road.
Feb. 10, 10:30 a.m. — Memory Café, dementia support group and 
 information with Cypress Springs, Senior Center.
Feb. 10, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center.
Feb. 11, 1:30 p.m. — Home technology solutions, Senior Center.
Feb. 13, 2 to 4 p.m. — Free square dance (must have a partner), 
 Community Room.
Feb. 16, 6 p.m. — Ladies Dine Out. Anita at 744-2840 for more info.
Feb. 17, 10 a.m. — Men’s coffee at Braum’s, North Rock Road.
Feb. 17, 10:15 a.m. — Senior Aerobics Brunch, different locations.
Feb. 17, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center..
Feb. 17, 2 p.m. — Women’s coffee at Braum’s, North Rock Road.
Feb. 18, 11:30 a.m. — Effective Communication Strategies, Alzheimer’s  
 Association, Senior Center.
Feb. 18, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center.
Feb. 19, 6 p.m. — Pitch, Senior Center.
Feb. 22, 12:30 p.m. — Covered dish lunch, Wichita Collegiate Girls  
 Choir, Rec Center.
Feb. 24, 7 p.m. — Bunko at Senior Center. Call 744-2451, Ext, 135, for  
 reservation.

Feb. 25, 2 p.m. — Genealogy group, 

Monthly & Special Events

Be sure to stop by the City of Bel Aire’s 
booth at the Home Show — C501!

Chamber Corner:
Chamber member Edward Jones 

invites you to join them at  
Asian New Year’s Open House

Friday, Feb. 5 / 3 to 6 p.m.
Edward Jones — Office of Minh 

Nguyen
3876 N. Woodlawn, Suite 200

Wichita KS 67220
RSVP to 316-681-1338 or to  

Jessica.hoofer@edwardjones.com

(Left) Wichita Mayor Jeff 
Longwell (left) and Bel 
Aire Mayor David Austin. 

(Below) A full house was 
on hand Jan. 12 for the 
State of the City address 
by Mayor David Austin.

State of the 
City

City Hall
Ty Lasher, City Manager  .................... 744-2451, ext. 217 
Recreation Department  ....................................744-2700
Central Park Pool  ..............................................744-7331
Parks Department  .............................................744-8609
Police • Emergency  .....................................................911
Non-emergency   ................................................744-6000
Animal Control (Sedgwick County) ..................660-7070
Public Works  .....................................................744-2888
Water/Sewer Emergency (after 5 p.m.)  .........761-6972 or 
761-6973
Utility Billing  ..................................... 744-2451, ext. 132
 (Waste Connections)  ........................................838-4920



Christ Lutheran Church
Christ Lutheran is located at 

53rd North and Hillside, across 
from Wichita Heights High 
School. 

Worship services are held at 
9 (contemporary) and 11 a.m. 
(traditional). Communion is 
offered at both services. Sunday 
School for all ages begins at 
10:15 a.m. 

For more information about 
the church and its activities, 
find the church online at www.
christ-lutheran.org, or call 
744-1242.

Chad Langdon is the pastor 
of Christ Lutheran Church.  

Church of the Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection 

(Roman Catholic) is located at 
4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.

Masses for the Lord’s Day 
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 
at 8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday. 
Weekday Masses are 8 a.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday, and at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

Resurrection Catholic 
School has students from pre-
school through eighth grade. 

The parish/school website is 
www.resurrectionwichita.com, 
and the telephone number is 
744-2776. 

The Rev. James F. Weldon 
is the pastor.

Community Bible Chapel
Community Bible Chapel 

is located at the corner of 45th 
North and Arlene. Please call 
Amy Smith at 323-2819 with 
any questions.

Cornerstone Christian 
Church

Cornerstone Christian 
Church is located at 5531 E. 
37th North in Wichita KS 
67220-2037. The church phone 
number is 686-0208. 

Our pastor is Jim Rackham 
and youth pastor is Brandon 
Morrow.

Sunday Worship is at 9:30 
and 11 a.m. and a nursery is 
provided. 

Our Wednesday Study 
Groups include adult studies, 
youth and  AWANA. They all 
meet at 6:30 p.m.

Please join us for the service 
of your choice.

Fairmount United 
Church of Christ

Visit the church at 1605 
Fairmount in Wichita, one 
block south and one block east 
of 17th North and Hillside. 

Sunday worship is at 10:30 
a.m., which includes children’s 
church. Sunday school begins 
at 9:30 a.m.

For more information, call 
682-1597 or visit at www.
fairmountuccc.org.

Steve Bridwell is the 
minister. 

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver 

in Bel Aire, Sunday services 
are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Prayer 
service is at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 
Praise and worship is at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday. The first Sat-
urday evening of each month 
are youth activities.

Phone number is 744-1502. 
The Rev. Gary D. Green is the 
pastor. 

Greenwich United
Methodist Church

Greenwich UMC, at the 
edge of Wichita, is a traditional, 
family church that serves all 
ages.  Sunday worship is at 9 
a.m.  Life Studies study group 
for all ages is from 10 to 10:30 
a.m. Sunday. 

Pastor Paula Scott is avail-
able at the church each Wednes-

day for prayer and fellowship. 
United Methodist Women meet 
at 10 a.m. the first Wednesday 
of each month and also host 
a church brunch quarterly. 
Special events are announced 
on the church sign, Facebook 
and by mailings. Please call to 
be added to our mailing list or 
email shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.

Greenwich UMC missions 
support large local charities 
like Open Door, Grace Med 
or Youthville, as well as small 
charities like Flint Hills Thera-
peutic Riding Center, Wichita 
Children’s Home, to name a 
few.

The church is located at 
5500 N. Greenwich Road, 
about one mile south of K-254 
and five miles north of 21st 
North. 

Like us on Facebook at 
Wichita Greenwich United 
Methodist Church. We would 
love for you to come join us 
Sunday. Feel free to call any-
time 744-0203.    

Kechi United Methodist 
Church

You are invited to worship 
at 9:03 a.m. (contemporary 
service) or 11 (traditional 
service) Sundays, with Sunday 
school at 10 a.m., at Kechi 
United Methodist Church, 4533 
E. 61st North in Kechi. All are 
welcome. 

Men’s Bible Study is at 6:30 
a.m. Wednesdays. The coffee is 
always on.

CareGivers Support 
group meets at 7 p.m. the first 
Monday of every month in the 
basement parlor. 

Bingo is at 1 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month. 
Everyone is welcome to join in.

Our pastor is Greg Reed. 
Find us at www.KechiUMC.
org and “Like” us on Facebook. 
The church phone number is 
744-1221.

LifePoint Church
A fellowship of the As-

semblies of God, LifePoint is 
located at 400 S. Abilene in 
Valley Center. 

Sunday worship service and 
Kids Church are at 10:30 a.m., 
with Life University/Sunday 
school for all ages at 9. There 
are no regular Sunday night ser-
vice. For special activities, see 
our website, www.lpcag.org.

On Wednesday evenings, 
Launch children’s program 
meets at 6:30 p.m. Velocity 
Student Ministries for youth 
meets at 7 p.m. 

Adult small groups meet 
throughout the community. 

Senior pastor is Steve Rains. 
Youth pastor is Jacob Soyez. 
Children’s pastor is Nathaniel 
Thurman. Call 755-2331. 

Risen Savior Lutheran 
Church —  Missouri Synod

Contemporary Sunday wor-
ship services are at 8 and 10:30 
a.m. Communion is on the first 
and third Sunday. Adult Sunday 
school and Bible class meet at 
9:15 a.m. Children’s church is 
at 10:30 a.m. A nursery is pro-
vided during both Bible class 
and the second service.

There are two weekly ses-
sions of Lifetree Café in Valley 
Center. Thursday at 1 p.m. 
(lunch at noon) at the Com-
munity Building (316 E. Clay) 
and Monday at 7 p.m. at the 
home of Pastor Terry and Barb 
Wiechman (1241 S. Park). Life-
tree Café is a conversation café 
— a place and time for people 
to gather weekly to experience 
stories and talk about thought-
provoking topics relating to life 
and faith.

Risen Savior preschool 

classes for 3- to 5-year-olds 
are Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 9 to 11:45 a.m. 
Please contact Michelle Peshek, 
director/lead teacher, with ques-
tions at michellep@risensavior.
net or call the church office at 
683-5538.

The church is located at 
6770 E. 34th North in Wichita. 
The phone number is 683-5538, 
and we are online at www.
risensaviorwichita.net.

Senior pastor is Tom 
Harmon.

St. Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church

Saint Michael’s Orthodox 
Christian Church is at 2710 
E. 61st North, Park City KS 
67219. It is a congregation 
of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North 
America. “The disciples were 
first called Christians at An-
tioch.” (Acts 11:26). 

Saint Michael is a western 
rite congregation using the 
Liturgy of Saint Gregory. It is 
the only western rite Orthodox 
Church in Kansas. Join us for 
our worship of the Holy Trinity 
using the ancient and beauti-
ful liturgy of the Undivided 
Church.

Sunday Adult class at 9 
a.m.: The Gospel of Paul’s Let-
ter to the Romans.

 Men’s Bible Study Group 
will meet at 7 p.m. Feb. 1 and 
15 and study the Deuteroca-
nonical Books of the Orthodox 
Old Testament.

Women’s Bible Study 
Group will meet at 10 a.m. Feb. 
11 and 25 and study The Lad-
der of Divine Ascent: Thirty 
Steps to Heaven.

Wednesday service is at 6 
p.m. Saturday vespers is at 4:30 
p.m.

A potluck supper and pro-
gram will follow the Wednes-
day liturgy at 6 p.m. Feb. 3 and 
17. We will study the lives of 
the saints who are invoked in 
our liturgy.

Holy days for February are 
Feb. 2, Presentation of Our 
Lord or Candlemas; Feb. 3, 
Blaise of Sebaste; Feb. 24, Vigil 
of Apostle Matthias; and Feb. 
28, Saint Raphael of Brooklyn.

Fasting during February is 
every Wednesday. Fasting and 
abstinence is every Friday. 

Great Lent begins Ash 
Wednesday, March 16, accord-
ing to the Julian calendar. Our 
Easter is May 1 this year.

We still have Western Or-
thodox Calendars for 2016.  

Call the church for more 
information at 734-6248 or visit 
our website at www.saintmi-
chaelorthodoxchurch.com. 

Email inquiries to 
jflora@cox.net.

Wichita Three Angels 
Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 

The church is located at 
4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita KS 
67219.

The pastor is Nathan Stea-
rman. The Sabbath school is at 
9:30 a.m. Worship service is at 
11 a.m.

For more information 
find us at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook, email 
eric@godscloset.com or call 
530-1040.

Send your church’s upcom-
ing events and service times to 
legals@arkvalleynews.com or 
call 755-0821.

been an issue recently, but 
a long-term answer needs 
to be found, he said. 

“In the past, we were 
always able to call the 
county,” he said.  

Harms also wondered 
what Bel Aire will do if 
feral animals, such as fox 
or a rabid skunk, create a 
problem in the city. 

Although the stray dog 
is no longer bothering 
Harms and his family — at 
least in their yard — he is 
still loose, running in the 
neighborhood. 

While he wasn’t aware 
of Harms’ case, City 
Manager Ty Lasher said 
he realizes that the city 
doesn’t currently have 
animal control, but he is 
working to resolve that. 

“The struggle we’re 
having now is that we had 
a contract with Sedgwick 
County to do our animal 
control and they ended 
the agreement, saying 
they wanted to update 
the contracts,” he said. 

“So, all of a sudden we 
didn’t have a contact 
anymore.” 

The city tried to get an 
agreement with Wichita, 
but that falls under the po-
lice department, and while 
the yearlong search was 
on for a new chief, that 
decision got pushed aside, 
Lasher said. 

Harms’ situation is 
unusual, Lasher said. 

“We really don’t have 
that much of a problem 
with loose animals here,” 
he said. 

Lasher said the county’s 
animal control previously 
was called one or two 
times month and charged 
the city a nominal $30 fee.

“It was something like 
$400 a year for us,” he 
said.

It’s not worth it for the 
city then to have its own 
animal control, he said, 
given the cost of proper 
equipment and staffing 
time. 

Currently, Bel Aire po-
lice officers will handle a 
stray animal complaint the 
best they can, he said. 

If they can catch one 

and there’s a tag with the 
owner’s information, they 
will contact that person. 

If the police can catch 
the animal, they will take 
it to the Wichita Animal 
Shelter at 3300 N. Hillside.  

Lasher said getting the 
situation resolved is in the 
plans for this year. 

“We do want to get 
something in writing,” he 
said. 

Harms is eager to see 
that taken care of. He lives 
in the southwest corner of 
Bel Aire, among the oldest 
part of town, and its large 
lots mean it’s difficult and 
expensive to fence in the 
property.

“This is a quiet neigh-
borhood and a really nice 
place to live,” he said. “I 
just want to keep it that 
way.”
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scheduled to be brought up 
earlier, but Krishnamur-
thy’s schedule prevented 
him from seeking formal 
council approval until now. 
Also attending the meeting 
was the company’s medi-
cal director and psycholo-
gist, Achutha Reddy. 

Council members were 
receptive to the new busi-
ness. 

“I’m glad to see this,” 
said Ramona Becker. 
“There’s such a need for 
it.”

Added Mayor David 
Austin: “This is something 
society needs.”

Krishnamurthy is 
projecting taking losses 
the first two years of 
business before turning a 
profit in the third year. The 
initial building should be 
completed by the end of 
this year, said Krishnamur-

thy, who also has plans for 
additional phases in future 
years. 

Austin stressed that the 
city has no financial obli-
gation in issuing the bond 
and the city will realize $2 
in return for every $1 spent 
through the bond. 

The closest in-patient 
state mental care center is 
three hours from Wichita 
in Osawatomie. Public 
health officials say it has 
been overcrowded. 

Krishnamurthy said he 
and his staff are looking 
forward to developing their 
business model in Bel Aire 
and expanding it to meet 
the growing need. 

“We’re really excited 
about it,” he said. 

In other action, the council: 
•Established March 19 as the 

Spring Festival date and Oct. 15 
as the Fall Festival date. Also, it 
set the citywide garage sales pe-
riod as June 23 through 25 and 
waived garage sale permit fees 
during that time. 

•Approved appropriations of 
$261,352. 

•Approved having AGH & Ad-

visors complete the 2015 city of 
Bel Aire financial audit. 

•Accepted a services propos-
al from Professional Engineering 
Consultants of Wichita for work 
on a development plan for the 
city and to examine future land 
use. The contract cost is not to 
be more than $24,000. 

•Approved a proposal for 
website redesign and hosting 
from CivicPlus at cost of $3,975 
per year. City official say Bel 
Aire’s website, which was built 
in 2008, is dated and a new 
site could include features that 
would allow residents to access 
services without having to come 
to City Hall.

Before the council meeting, 
a meeting was held of the Bel 
Aire Land Bank, which includes 
all the council members and the 
mayor. It tabled an option agree-
ment for a real estate purchase 
between the Land Bank and PDS 
Development Co. It also ap-
proved a real estate purchase 
agreement with Sam Moosavi 
for land at the northwest corner 
of Rock and 45th Street North. 
Moosavi plans to build a small 
retail center there. The land is 
zoned for that application. 

All five members and the 
mayor were present. The next 
meeting will be 7 p.m. Feb. 2 at 
City Hall.

Continued from Page 1
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Suzy’s Hair 
Designs

234 Sioux Street
Kechi, KS 67067
316-744-2431

suzyszoo2@att.net

Kechi resident with 
four  Microsoft 

certifications. Home or 
pick-up repairs. 

316-990-1999. Usually 
$50 plus parts. Includes 

FREE Antivirus for 
life! CALL FOR FREE 

advice! 

I Will Fix Your 
Computer!

In other action Jan. 5, the 
council: 

•Authorized an agreement 
with the Greater Wichita YMCA 
for it to use the Bel Aire recre-
ation building for its summer day 
camp for school-aged children. 
Under terms of the agreement, 
the city will receive a minimum 
of $4,800 and up to $6,960 if all 
slots are filled. According to a re-
port received from Brian Hayes, 
recreation director, there was 
uncertainly if the camp would be 
back in 2016 as attendance was 
down 8 percent in 2015 com-
pared to 2014. Furthermore, Bel 
Aire has the smallest day camp 
site operated by the Y. However, 
the program has proven popular 
with the city’s residents who do 
use it and the Y asked that the 
camp, which has been offered in 
the city since 1996, return. Last 
year, 35 children a week attend-
ed. There is room for 45. 

•Approved a resolution call-
ing for higher city fees for non-

residents, including a 10 percent 
increase in recreation center pro-
gram fees to cover items such as 
T-shirts, medals and other cost. 
Lasher said those fees have not 
increased since 2011. Other fees 
now more accurately reflect the 
actual cost of service or are equal 
to what other cities charge. 

•Approved an appropria-
tion ordinance of $601,567. The 
higher-than-normal amount in-
cluded pay down on the city’s 
debt from land sale proceeds. 

•Approved a bid from Kan-
sas Paving of $204,669 for pav-
ing and drainage improvements 
at the Courtyards at Elk Creek 
Phase 2. The bid was $37,000 
less than the higher offer. Kan-
sas Paving did the work in Phase 
1 of the project. “It’s exciting to 
see this development,” Mayor 
David Austin said. 

•Approved setting the State 
of the City address and a stra-
tegic planning session for 6:30 
p.m. Jan. 12 at City Hall. The two 
events are open to the public. 

•Tabled three agenda items. 
They are: the Bel Aire Council 
Meeting Rules of Order based 
on Bob’s Rules of Order, which 

is used in Newton, and is called 
a simplified guideline; a revised 
council workshop policy, which 
states that, if needed, workshops 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday of the month; 
and a revised council meeting 
policy. The items were tabled 
because members thought, 
as written, they weren’t clear 
enough or had errors in them. 
Council members said they 
would point those errors out to 
staff and have them rewritten. 

•Adopted the 2016 League 
of Municipalities Statement of 
Municipal Policy as the city’s leg-
islative platform for the year. 

•Received a notice from 
Lasher that the number of 
units at Broadstone Villas 2 has 
changed from 48 income-tested 
units to 52 and market-based 
units went from 12 down to six 
due to federal guidelines. The 
change will be included in the 
city’s resolution of support for 
the new project. 

All five members and the 
mayor were present. There was 
no executive session. The next 
meeting is 7 p.m. Jan. 19 at City 
Hall. 
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Jan. 14 — Officer Camplin 
observed two vehicles pulled 
over on the shoulder on 45th 
west of Oliver. He discovered 
the driver of a white GMC Si-
erra pickup truck struck a white 
minivan while the van was 
moving through the intersec-
tion. The driver of the truck 
said he did not see the van be-
cause the sun was in his eyes. 
The driver of the truck was is-
sued a citation. 

Jan. 12 — Officer Elpers 
and Officer Roney responded 
to a domestic disturbance in 
the 5600 block of East Mem-
phis. They contacted a man 
who said he and his wife were 
in a disturbance and his wife 
struck him in the face. The 
man had marks on his face 
from the altercation and the 
woman admitted to striking 
him. The woman was booked 
at the Sedgwick County Adult 
Detention Facility and given a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date. 
The suspect’s name was not 
available.

Jan. 11 — Officer Toomey 
worked a non-injury accident 
at the intersection of Wood-
lawn and 45th North.  One 
driver did not allow the other 
driver to clear the intersection 
before trying to move through 
the intersection. 

Jan. 11 — Officer Elp-
ers stopped a gray Infinity for 
speeding in the 5400 block of 
North Rock Road. After mak-
ing contact with the occupants 
of the vehicle, officer detected 
the odor of marijuana coming 
from the vehicle. Upon further 
investigation, the front passen-
ger was found to be in posses-
sion of marijuana. The youth 
was transported to the Juvenile 
Intake and Assessment Center 
and booked for possession of 
marijuana. 

Jan. 10 — A staff member 
of Sunrise Christian Academy 
reported capturing two sus-
pects on camera breaking into 
the concessions room inside of 
the school on two different oc-
casions. Both occurrences hap-
pened in the evening hours of 
Jan. 7 and 9. The suspects took 
a small amount of cash and 
caused damage to the conces-
sions room door. There were 
people at the school when the 
burglary occurred. 

Jan. 9 — Officer Trelow 
stopped a vehicle for speed-
ing in the 4600 block of North 
Greenwich. The driver was cited 
for speeding and driving with a 
suspended license and given a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date. 

Jan. 8 — Lt. Foxx respond-
ed to a two-vehicle wreck in the 
9200 block of East 45th North. 
No injuries were reported.

Jan. 8 — Officer Elpers 
stopped a Dodge Durango for 
speeding in the 6000 block of 
East 37th. After making contact 
with the driver, he was found 
to have a suspended driver’s 
license. The driver was cited 
for speeding and driving with a 
suspended license and issued a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date.

Jan. 7 — Officer Crice took 
the report of a male juvenile 
showing nude photos on his 
phone to other students in the 
5500 block of North Lycee. Af-
ter investigation, officers and 
school officials were unable to 
confirm the photos existed. 

Jan. 6 — While on patrol, 
Officer Roney came upon a 
non-injury accident in the 6200 
block of East 37th North. 

Jan. 6 — A woman was ar-
rested in Butler County for Bel 
Aire warrant. Officer Trelow 
transported her from the But-
ler County Jail to the Sedgwick 
County Adult Detention Facility. 
The suspect’s name was not 
available.

Jan. 5 — A vehicle was 
stopped for speeding in the 
4900 block of North Rock 
Road. The driver was cited for 
speeding and reckless driving 
and given a Bel Aire Municipal 
Court date.

Jan. 5 — Officer Roney 
responded to a vicious dog at-
large call in the 6600 block of 
East Rodeo Court. The com-
plainant said a large brown dog 
was running around, but had 
not been vicious. Officer identi-
fied the owner who secured the 
dog at her residence. Investi-
gation is ongoing.

Jan. 5 — Officer Elpers was 
notified by Butler County Jail 
of an inmate being held for Bel 
Aire. Officer went to the Butler 
County Jail and arrested the 
man and transported him and 
booked him into the Sedgwick 
County Adult Detention Facility. 
The suspect’s name was not 
available.

Jan. 5 — The Park City 
Police Department arrested a 
subject on an active Bel Aire 
warrant. Park City did not have 
any charges so Officer Roney 
took custody of the subject and 
booked her into the Sedgwick 
County Adult Detention Facility. 
The suspect’s name was not 
available.

Jan. 4 — Bel Aire police 
were notified of a deceased 
man in the 4100 block of North 
Oliver. Bel Aire police officers 
arrived and located the man. 
Nothing suspicious was de-
tected or observed on initial 
examination. 

Jan. 3 — Officer Davis was 
dispatched to an overdose call 
involving a 14-year-old female 
in the 4900 block of East High-
land. The mother said the girl 
took about 15 Lortabs. EMS 
transported the girl St. Joseph 
Hospital for treatment. 

Jan. 2 — Officers were dis-
patched to a domestic violence 
report in which the calling party 
stated her son was trying to get 
into her house in the 6100 block 
of East Danbury. Upon arrival, 
officers observed a male sitting 
on the porch. While working 
the case, officers discovered 
the man had a warrant through 
the City of Wichita. The man 
was arrested and booked into 
the Sedgwick County Adult De-
tention Facility on the warrant. 
The suspect’s name was not 
available.

Jan. 2 — Officer Roney 
was contacted at the station by 
a woman who said she found 
drug paraphernalia and what 
she believed to be some type 
of drugs in her residence. The 
woman said the items belonged 
to her husband and she wanted 
to dispose of the items legally. 
Officer seized the items and 
submitted them to evidence. 
Investigation is ongoing.

Jan. 2 — Officer Elpers 
stopped a Chevrolet for speed-
ing in the 4600 block of North 
Oliver. After making contact 
with the driver, he was found 
to have a suspended driver’s 
license and an illegal tag. The 
man was cited and given a Bel 
Aire Municipal Court date. 

Jan. 2 — The Mulvane Po-
lice Department picked up a 
man on a traffic stop who was 
wanted on a warrant through 
Bel Aire. Officer Trelow picked 
him up and transported him 
to the Sedgwick County Adult 
Detention Facility. The man 
was booked on the warrant 
and given a Bel Aire Municipal 
Court date. 

Jan. 2 — A woman was 
served with a complaint for 
domestic battery from a previ-
ously reported case in the 5600 
block of North Lycee.

Jan. 1 — Officer Davis wit-
nessed a white Volvo traveling 
north in the 4200 block of North 
Oliver speeding. The driver had 
a suspended driver’s license.  
The driver was issued a citation 
for speeding and driving with a 
suspended license and given a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date.

Jan. 1 — Officer Davis wit-
nessed a red Mercury fail to 
stop at a stop sign at Perryton 
and Woodlawn. The driver was 
cited for the traffic offenses 
and for possession of mari-
juana and possession of mari-
juana paraphernalia. The driver 
was given a Bel Aire Municipal 

Court date.
Jan. 1 — Officer Brown ob-

served a gold Mercedes Benz 
speeding in the 4900 block of 
North Greenwich. The driver 
was arrested on charges of DUI 
and reckless driving.

Dec. 31 — Officer Roney 
took an accident report from a 
woman who said that she was 
sitting facing east at the stop 
sign located in the 6300 block 
of East 48th, when her vehicle 
was struck from behind by an-
other vehicle. The woman said 
they exchanged information 
but later she decided to file a 
report at the direction of her 
insurance company. 

Dec. 31 — Officer Trelow 
stopped a white pickup for 
defective equipment in the 
4000 block of North Oliver. The 
driver was issued a citation for 
the defective equipment and 
the suspended driver’s license 
and given a Bel Aire Municipal 
Court date. 

Dec. 31 — Officer Trelow 
was dispatched to Wesley hos-
pital for an assault report from 
the 5600 block of North Lycee. 
A woman reported that her 
boyfriend bit her on the finger 
after she invited him over. The 
woman had a protection order 
in force against her boyfriend 
but invited him over anyway. 
The boyfriend chose to violate 
the PFA to spend some time 
with his girlfriend. 

Dec. 29 — Officer Steele 
stopped a vehicle after notic-
ing a defective taillight at 53rd 
and Greenwich. The driver was 
issued a citation for the defec-
tive equipment and for driving 
with a suspended license and 
given a Bel Aire Municipal Court 
date. 

Dec. 28 — A vehicle was 
reportedly traveling eastbound 
on East Perryton when it left 
the road and struck a phone 
box. The reported driver of the 
vehicle was issued a citation for 
inattentive driving. 

Dec. 27 — Officer Camplin 
was dispatched to a report of 
domestic violence in the 6700 
block of East Rodeo. The calling 
party said her husband hit her 
with his hand. Officer was told 
the battery occurred during an 
argument. The woman said she 
had a red mark on her back. 
The husband denied hitting his 
wife and claimed his wife was 
hitting herself. The husband, 
Ali Bouhouch, was booked into 
the Sedgwick County Jail on a 
charge of domestic battery and 
given a Bel Aire Municipal Court 
date.

Dec. 27 — Officer Camplin 
was dispatched to a report of 
a man trying to take his father 
from Catholic Care in the 6700 
block of East 45th North. Due 
to civil reasons he was not al-
lowed to.  The man was told by 
the site manager that he could 
no longer be on the premises 
without his sister who has the 
durable power of attorney for 
the father. The man was given 
a no-trespass warning and he 
left the property. 

Dec. 27 — A woman re-
ported giving permission to her 
son to take her car to the store, 
but the son had not returned 
the vehicle after attempts to 
contact him via cellphone. 

Dec. 27 — A man was 
taken into custody for violating 
trespass warning in the 6700 

block of East 45th North. The 
man was transported to Sedg-
wick County Jail and booked. 
He was given a Bel Aire Munici-
pal Court date. The suspect’s 
name was not available.

Dec. 27 — Officer Elpers 
stopped a grey Toyota Camry 
for speeding in the 7100 block 
of East 45th North. The driver 
was cited for driving with a 
suspended license and issued a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date.

Dec. 27 — A report was 
made at the station about lost 
property.

Dec. 26 — Officer Elpers 
was dispatched to the report 
of a suspicious character in the 
4000 block of North Danbury. 
The complainant reported that 
there was a knock at the door. 
The calling party said when 
they looked outside they saw 
a man walking away wearing 
a ski mask and tan jacket. The 
suspect then got into a black 
colored SUV and drove away. 

Dec. 26 — Officer Elpers 
was dispatched to take a do-
mestic violence report in the 
4500 block of North Westlake 
Court. The calling party said 
he and his fiancé had an argu-
ment. The man said he asked 
her for his phone back when 
she put it in her purse. The 
man took the phone out.

Dec. 22 — Management of 
the Catholic Care Center report 
having a civil issue with a ten-
ant.

Dec. 22 — Officer Elp-
ers was dispatched to a run-
away report in the 4000 block 
of North Clarendon. While en 
route, he located the runaway. 
The runaway advised she had 
a disagreement with her foster 
parents so she ran away. The 
runaway was transported to 
the Wichita Children’s home. 

Dec. 22 — Officer Roney 
responded to the theft of three 
packages and two checks being 
taken from outgoing mail in the 
5800 block of East Memphis.

Dec. 22 — Officer Elpers 
noticed a vehicle at 4900 North 
Webb pulling a trailer with no 
taillights. He made contact 
with the driver and discovered 
he was a habitual traffic viola-
tor. The man also had a Wichita 

bench warrant. The man was 
cited for his violations and 
booked on the warrant.

Dec. 22 — Officer Roney 
took a report regarding a civil 
issue regarding parental cus-
tody in the 5200 block of North 
Woodlawn.

Dec. 21 — While on routine 
patrol, Officer Toomey noticed 
a juvenile male walking north 
along the roadside in the 5200 
block of North Rock Road. Traf-
fic on Rock Road was driving 
around the youth. The 14-year-
old was new to the area as 
he had just moved here from 
California. The young man was 
supposed to go to his aunt’s 
house at an address near 
Woodlawn and 45th but was 
lost and heading toward more 
rural sections of Bel Aire. A 
family member was called and 
the young man was taken to a 
family member. 

Dec. 21 — Bel Aire Police 
contacted a 15-year-old who 
had driven his parents’ Jeep 
Cherokee to a remote open 
farm field and parked along 
the roadside in the 10900 block 
of East 45th North. The young 
man was located out in the 
field along with a 15-year-old 
female. Parents were called to 
pick up the young lady, and the 
young man was transported 
to the Bel Aire Police station 
where his parents were wait-
ing. The young man was is-
sued a citation for violating his 
farm-permit restrictions. He 
was given a Bel Aire Municipal 
Court date. 

Dec. 20 — Officer Trelow 
responded to a complaint of 
disorderly conduct in the 6700 
block of East 44th Court North. 
The complainant wanted to 
make a report that her future 
daughter-in-law was harassing 
her via telephone. The future 
daughter-in-law was contacted 
and informed not to contact 
the complainant via phone or 
text or the complainant would 
file charges. 

Dec. 19 — Officer Davis 
stopped a vehicle for traffic 
violations in the 9400 block 
of East 45th North. The driver 
pulled into his driveway and 
turned off and exited his vehi-

cle. The driver was arrested on 
a charge of DUI. The suspect’s 
name was not available.

Dec. 18 — Officer Elp-
ers stopped a tan Ford Taurus 
for an expired tag in the 6200 
block of East Central Park. The 
driver was found to have a 
suspended driver’s license and 
was cited for the violations and 
given a Bel Aire Municipal Court 
date.

Dec. 18 — A red Chevrolet 
and white Lincoln collided with 
each other in the intersection 
of 45th and Oliver. No injuries 
were reported.

Dec. 18 — Officer Elpers 
stopped a white Honda Civic 
for speeding in the 5000 block 
of North Oliver. The license 
plate was not assigned to the 
vehicle and the driver did not 
have liability insurance. The 
driver was cited and issued a 
Bel Aire Municipal Court date. 

Dec. 16 — Officer Camplin 
was dispatched to a report of 
a burglary in the 5000 block 
of North Hampton. The com-
plainant said he arrived to 
work on the house and ob-
served a door was pried open. 
The complainant entered the 
residence and found nothing 
to be missing. 

Dec. 16 — A representative 
of KD Construction reported a 
burglary at a home under con-
struction in the 8400 block of 
East Chris. The back door of the 
building was pried open. Items 
taken were miscellaneous con-
struction tools. 

Dec. 16 — Officer Roney 
responded to the report of two 
large dogs being neglected on 
the property in the 4100 block 
of North Oliver. The owner of 
the animals allowed the offi-
cer to inspect the dogs. Both 
animals appeared well fed. 
There was a large bucket of 
water within the dog run they 
are kept in. The dog run had 
a plastic canopy for shade and 
there was a single doghouse 
in the pen. The owner showed 
Roney a new doghouse under 
construction in the garage of 
the residence that is much 
larger and insulated for the 
dogs. The dogs appeared 
healthy and cared for.

BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS

By David Dinell

Steven Thompson, 
62, a teacher in Bel Aire, 
continues to be on paid 
administrative leave as 
Wichita school district 

officials look into charges 
that he possessed child 
pornography, said USD 
259 spokeswoman Susan 
Arensman. 

Thompson, who taught 
math at Northeast Magnet 

High School, 5500 N. 
Lycee, was arrested Jan. 
8 and charged with three 
counts of sexual exploita-
tion of a child. Authori-
ties say an investigation 
revealed the images on 

his computer at his former 
workplace, Garden City 
Community College, 
along with other comput-
ers and devices. 

On Jan. 14, Thompson 
made his initial appear-

ance in Finney County 
District Court, where he 
informed the judge that 
he had hired an attorney 
to represent him. He is 
set for another court date 
March 14. 

His formal charges are 
three counts of sexual 
exploitation of a child.

School officials say that 
a background check re-
vealed no previous convic-
tions against Thompson.

Massage Therapist
Steve Willms

Lic. #2759
M-F 10-6 pm, Sat. 10-3 pm

By appointment only
316-393-0652 | 316-755-3438

CLASSIFIEDS

Cracker Barrel is 
currently hiring for the 

following positions:
• Full- and part-time 

grill cooks
• Part-time servers, 
hosts and cashiers

Fun working environment
Nights & weekends a must

Apply in person at 
995 E 61st St N, 

Park City KS
316-744-8080

15 Furniture

WINTER ESTATE SALE — I 
purchased a beautiful houseful 
of fine furniture. Becker built, 
two, oak, display cabinets. 
Ethan Allen dresser and chest 
(cheap price). Corner china 
cabinet, five Lazy-Boy reclin-
ers, lift recliner, king sleigh bed, 
kids Broyhill bedroom set, law-
yer stack bookcase, Norwalk 
DR wing chairs. $198 each, 
were $799 each. Flexsteel con-
versation sofa $289. Furniture 
Warehouse, 200 Main, Newton. 
1-800-439-0271.
Restonic mattresses built in 
Haven, KS. Queen pillow top 
sets $399. X-firm queen sets 
were $799, now $599. Low-
est prices in Kansas. Furniture 
Warehouse, 200 Main, Newton. 
1-800-439-0271.

18 For Rent

House for rent. 2 bedroom, 1 
bath, basement, stove, refriger-
ator, dishwasher, washer/dryer 
hookups, central heat and air. 
Fenced yard. $650 month, $300 
deposit. 755-1439.

17 Homes for Sale

3 bedroom, 2.5 bath house 
on five acres. Valley Center 
schools. Two-car garage and 
large shop. 8900 Highpoint, 
Valley Center, KS 67147. 316-
250-7923.

20 Help Wanted

SYNDEO STAFFING — Do you 
like to work with your hands? 
We are hiring for multiple 
General Labor positions in 
Newton, KS.  4x10hr Shifts, 
$10/hr.  Weekends off and 
weekly paychecks!  Apply 
at www.syndeojobs.com or in 
person at 3504 N. Great Plains 
Dr., Ste. 200, Wichita.

20 Help Wanted

Subscribe to The News!   

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED
CALL 755-0821

Bel Aire teacher on leave after arrest

Bel Aire Breeze
Deadline for March: February 19



By The Breeze staff

The art department at 
Sunrise Christian Acad-
emy in Bel Aire was 
the winner of an online 
voting contest to award 
schools for participat-
ing in Hartman Arena’s 
mural contest.

Sunrise will receive 
$1,000.

In online voting, the 
school received 26.4 per-
cent of the vote, or a total 
of 885 votes. Sunrise stu-
dents created a “Welcome 
to Hartman” mural.

Heights High School 

was second in voting 
with students’ “Guitar 
and Microphone” mural. 
Heights received 19.9 
percent of the vote (670).

In third was Valley 
Center High School and 
its mural “Rock History.” 
Valley Center received 
19.55 percent of the vote 
(655).

North High’s “Ada 
Astra Per Aspera” re-

ceived 18.4 percent of 
the vote (617) for fourth 
place.

Northeast Magnet was 
fifth with 15.6 percent 

of the vote (524). North-
east’s mural was “Wel-
come to Park City.”

The murals are on dis-
play at Hartman Arena.
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Sunrise artists win Hartman mural contest

Art students at Sun-
rise Christian Acade-
my work on the “Wel-
come to Hartman” 
mural. In an online 
voting contest for a 
chance to win $1,000, 
the mural was chosen 
as the winner out of 
five entries.

Courtesy photos


