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Student art to help market
homes in city’s Central Park
By Taylor Messick

Crown III Realty is in
charge of marketing Bel
Aire’s Central Park homes
and has been trying to get
things moving in the development since last year.
Recently, they enlisted the
help of some talented young
students.
With real estate moving slowly in recent years,
Crown III has stayed on

the lookout for new ways
of making Bel Aire stand
out from others. By staying
open and being creative, the
agency came up with a way
to use resources available in
the community to catch the
eyes of potential homebuyers.
“Rae Moore from Crown
III contacted us,” said
Northeast Magnet art teacher
Jenny Long. “She proposed
that we have a contest and

that the winners would be
put on billboards and displayed throughout the city.
They were willing to provide
the supplies for us, we just
had to make the artwork.”
There were two categories — digital and painting.
The theme of the contest
was “come share our air.”
About 24 students entered
the contest and the Bel Aire
See ART, Page 4
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Northeast Magnet High School students Amy Bani-Younes
(left) and Brenda Vargas are the winners in the design contest, as selected by the city council.

Easter egg hunt draws a crowd

Council
questions
need for
tasers
Chief says they’re a
good tool for oﬃcers
By Taylor Messick

On April 18, the Bel Aire City
Council denied a request from Police
Chief Darrell Atteberry to purchase
eight new tasers for police officers.
Atteberry explained that the department’s current tasers are no longer
under warranty and that the provider,
Axon, no longer repairs that model.
The police department has more than
enough money budgeted to make
the purchase but was able to make a
deal with Axon that would save about
$1,890. Atteberry has the authority to
make the purchase; however, in order
to enter into the new deal that would
save the department a little money he
needed approval from the council.
Although Atteberry admitted to the
council that he personally chooses to
carry pepper spray instead of a taser —
because the department has six tasers
and he wants his officers to have access to them — he believes the weapon
to be a useful and necessary tool. In
the seven years the police have had
access to these tasers, they have only
been used twice. Atteberry said some
people know what a taser can do and
the threat of it being used is enough to
get them to comply. He also provided
a study that claimed injuries to officers
and suspects are less frequent if a taser
is available.
“If it makes them comply then I’m
OK with that,” said Atteberry. “Then
we don’t have to use force. We don’t
want to have officers injured and we
don’t want to have suspects injured.
We’re a small city and medical costs
can get pretty high. If we can get
compliance without going to hands-on
striking weapons or deadly force, we
prefer that.”
A few of the council members
agreed that officers should be looking
to minimize injuries, but felt police
are already equipped with the proper
tools to gain compliance from suspects
without the use of a taser. Some felt

ABOVE: Kids and
parents scramble to
gather eggs before
they all get snatched
up at the Bel Aire Easter Egg Hunt at the
Bel Aire Recreation
Center on April 8.
RIGHT: Anna, Aurora and Taylor Moffitt meet the Easter
Bunny at the Bel Aire
Easter Egg Hunt. The
event also included
kite-flying and facepainting.
More photos on Page
6.
Photos by Taylor Messick

See TASERS, Page 6

City to drivers: Respect work zones
cent repairs and are still in
the process of completion.
Bel Aire police officers While finishing the work,
and staff have recently
crews have had lanes of
been made aware that
sections of road blocked
some residents are not
off — but not all residents
respecting construction
have complied with the
zones.
rules.
Major roadways in
One major concern
Bel Aire have seen a fair
came from one of the
amount of work in the last construction crews. Areas
year. Rock Road, 53rd and being worked on allow
37th have seen some rea speed limit of 30 mph,
By Taylor Messick

but a crew member had
to reach out to the police
department over concerns
that drivers were travelling between 40 and 50
mph and making them feel
unsafe. City manager Ty
Lasher said some speeders
have claimed they didn’t
know it was a construction
zone or that they didn’t
see any workers on site.
The city is now remind-

ing drivers to be aware of
construction zones and to
observe safe speeds.
“I want citizens to
understand that those
cones, barricades and
speed limits are out there
for a reason,” said Lasher.
“There are citizens who
won’t slow down going
through those construction
areas and that’s dangerous; not so much for the

driver, but for the people
working right alongside
the road with their equipment. We’ve been out
watching for it because we
don’t want the people out
working to make our roads
better getting killed.”
The other problem has
come from people moving barricades out of the
way to get through and
drive down closed roads.

Property owners have also
complained about people
driving through yards to
get around barricades.
Lasher wants people to
understand that in addition to damaging property
while driving through
construction zones, people
can also damage their own
vehicles by running over
See ROAD, Page 4
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Shooting suspects were ‘after the cash’

authorities, including Winfield police and the Cowley
Two men were arrested County Sheriff’s Office,
last month in connection
the suspect was taken into
with the April 1 home
custody about midnight.
invasion and shooting that
The suspect, Shawn
wounded a rural Valley
M. Darnell, 37, of WinCenter couple.
field, was treated at a
The Sedgwick County
local hospital for an injury
Sheriff’s Office said
that occurred before the
detectives were following standoff and was booked
leads in the case when they into jail April 7 on charges
found a suspect at an apart- of three counts of aggrament complex in Winfield vated battery, three counts
April 6.
of aggravated robbery and
After a standoff with
three counts of aggravated
By Taylor Messick

kidnapping.
He remained in jail as
of April 10 on a $500,000
bond.
A second suspect was
arrested April 7 in Wichita.
Vincent L. Ransom, 35,
of Wichita, was booked
into jail on charges of three
counts of aggravated battery, three counts of aggravated robbery, three counts
of aggravated kidnapping
and criminal possession of
a firearm.
He was in jail as of

April 10 on a $500,000
bond.
There are no suspects
outstanding in this case, the
sheriff’s office said.
The Sedgwick County
Sheriff’s Office said two
people entered the home
at 9551 N. Oliver with
the intent of committing a
robbery.
“We don’t believe it was
just random,” said Lt. Lin
Dehning. “We think this
was a targeted robbery.
The victims did not know

the suspects so that’s what
our detectives are trying to
piece together right now.
Since they targeted that
residence, there has to be
a connection there somewhere. Right now, the loss
is an undetermined amount
of cash; so it could have
been that the suspects were
just after the cash.”
A husband and wife
who live at the home were
both shot multiple times
during the robbery and
were hospitalized. The

victims are identified as
Nikki M. Stowe, 51, and
Allen F. Stowe, 52. Nikki
was shot twice in the legs
and once in the abdomen,
but has been released from
the hospital. Allen was
shot twice in the legs and
remains hospitalized.
A third person was also
inside the home during the
time of the robbery. Police
are treating that person as a
witness and are not releasing any details about the
person.

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Man drives
car into pond

A Wichita man was arrested
on a charge of DUI after allegedly driving his car into a pond
in a rural neighborhood northeast of Valley Center.
In a report, the Sedgwick
County Sheriff’s Office said
a vehicle driven by Brandon
Hamilton was eastbound on Idle
Banks (north of 85th and east of
Oliver) when it left the road and

went into a pond.
The man escaped harm
and was not in the area when
authorities arrived. He was later
located and was subsequently
arrested and booked into jail.
The vehicle was pulled out of
the water and towed away.
— Chris Strunk

Bel Aire council
OKs agreement

The Bel Aire City Council

April 4 unanimously approved
a resolution giving the city’s
consent to Sunflower Property
Partners LLC for a subordination
agreement related to industrial
revenue bonds that were issued
in 2016.
Sunflower Property Partners
LLC owns the property located at
9720 E, 50th North in Bel Aire’s
Sunflower Commerce Park. That
property is the home of Factory
Direct Copper & Granite; it also
recently became a new home
for Nordic Stone LLC. Factory
Direct has recently incorporated

Nordic Stone into its business.
The subordination agreement that
was approved on April 4 ensures
that all three of these parties are
liable together for the industrial
revenue bonds that were issued
late last year.
— Taylor Messick

Student honored
as High Scholar
Kayla Rose West was
among more than 1,900

University of Nebraska-Lincoln students honored during
individual college celebrations
and the All-university Honors
Convocation April 23 at the
Lied Center for Performing
Arts.
A senior in the College of
Education and Human Sciences, West was recognized as
a High Scholar. These are students other than Chancellor’s
Scholars and Superior Scholars
who are in the top 10 percent
of their class.
— The Breeze staff

DEATHS
DUANE DeLONG
Duane Wendell DeLong, 83,
of Wichita, died March 30, 2017.
He was retired
from the IRS.
He was
born Dec. 23,
1933, in Lebanon, Neb.
He married
Mary Maxine
Hynd, and
they settled
in Wichita in
DeLong
1962. He was
a member
of Mt. Vernon United Methodist
Church for more than 50 years
and was active in the Boy Scouts

of America Troop 614. He earned
the 2008 Meritorious Service
Award from the Wichita Audubon
Society.
He was preceded in death by
his father, Dellas; stepmother
Edna; and mother Ruth. Survivors include his wife; daughter,
Theresa (Tim) Ralston of Andover; sons Matt (Amy) DeLong of
Wichita, Steve (Theresa) DeLong
of Bel Aire and Chris (Laurie)
DeLong of Kansas City, Mo.;
sister Nancy (Ron) Gerdes of Lincoln, Neb.; brother Ray (Nancy)
DeLong of Palos Verdes Estates,
Calif.; seven grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.
Memorial service was April

Survivors
include his
wife; sons
Todd (Teressa) Everhart
of Dodge
City and
DELWIN EVERHART
Devin (AnDelwin Everhart, 77, of Dodge
gela) EverCity, died March 26, 2017.
hart Canon
Everhart
He was born May 10, 1939,
City, Colo.;
in Utica to Clinton and Fern
daughter Gina
(Phares) Everhart. He married
(Michael)
Virginia Schraeder on Sept. 27,
Rand of Dodge City; grandchil1958, in Dodge City. He drove
dren Taryn (Dylan) Myers of
a school bus for USD 443 and
Maize, Tristin (Tyson) Terhune of
drove for Bright Beginnings.
Wichita, Sheila (Ben) Krugman
He was preceded in death by
of Conroe, Texas, Westin Everhart
his parents.
and fiancee, Brooke Pederson

10 at Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church. Memorials to the
Wichita Audubon Society, P.O.
Box 47607, Wichita KS 67201.
Downing and Lahey Mortuary
East had charge.

of Wichita, Gentry (Brandon)
Kaufman of Derby, and Darin
Rand and fiancee Samantha
Fesemyer of Dodge City; eight
great-grandchildren; brothers
Vernon Everhart of Fort Dodge
and Kenneth (Shirley) Everhart
of Winfield; sisters Bonnie (Don)
Vail of Fayetteville, Ark., Myrna
Eastin of Draper, Utah, and Barbara Wilson of Salina; and many
nieces and nephews.
Funeral service was March 30
at First United Methodist Church
with burial at Maple Grove Cemetery in Dodge City. Memorials
to the Delwin Everhart Memorial
Fund for Bright Beginnings, in
care of Swaim Funeral Home.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at
53rd North and Hillside,
across from Wichita Heights
High School.
Contemporary service
is at 9 a.m., Sunday school
is at 10:15 and traditional
service is at 11 a.m. Communion is offered at all
services.
For more information
about the church and its
activities, find us online at
www.christ-lutheran.org or
call 744-1242.
Chad Langdon is the
pastor of Christ Lutheran
Church.

Please join us for the
service of your choice.

Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
Day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses
are 8 a.m. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
and at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. James F.
Weldon is the pastor.

Gospel Assembly Church
Located at 4230 N. Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday services are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday. Praise and worship
is at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
The first Saturday evening
of each month are youth
activities.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.

Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel is located at the corner
of 45th North and Arlene.
Please call Amy Smith at
323-2819 with any questions.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is located at 5531 E.
37th North in Wichita KS
67220-2037. The church
phone number is 686-0208.
Our pastor is Jim Rackham and youth pastor is
Brandon Morrow.
Sunday Worship is at
9:30 and 11 a.m. and a
nursery is provided.
Our Wednesday Study
Groups include adult studies, youth and AWANA.
They all meet at 6:30 p.m.

Fairmount United
Church of Christ
Visit the church at 1605
Fairmount in Wichita, one
block south and one block
east of 17th North and
Hillside.
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m., which includes
children’s church. Sunday
school begins at 9:30 a.m.
For more information,
call 682-1597 or visit at
www.fairmountuccc.org.
Steve Bridwell is the
minister.

Greenwich United
Methodist Church
Greenwich UMC, at
the edge of Wichita, is a
traditional, family church
that serves all ages. Sunday
worship is at 9 a.m. Life
Studies study group for all
ages is from 10 to 10:30
a.m. Sunday.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each
Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month and also host
a church brunch quarterly. Special events are
announced on the church
sign, Facebook and by mailings. Please call to be added

to our mailing list or email
shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic
Riding Center, Wichita
Children’s Home, to name
a few.
The church is located at
5500 N. Greenwich Road,
about one mile south of K254 and five miles north of
21st North.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. We
would love for you to come
join us Sunday. Feel free to
call anytime at 744-0203.
Kechi United Methodist
Sunday worship is at
9:03 a.m. (contemporary
service) or 11 (traditional
service), with Sunday
school at 10 a.m., at 4533 E.
61st North in Kechi.
May 6 at 6 p.m. is the
“Women and Girl’s Appreciation Banquet” hosted by
our United Methodist Men.
Cub Scout Pack 404
meets at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays.
Bingo the first Wednesday each month is at 1 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Greg Reed.
Find us at www.KechiUMC.org and “Like” us
on Facebook. The church
phone number is 744-1221.

LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint
is located at 400 S. Abilene
in Valley Center.
Sunday worship service
and Kids Church are at
10:30 a.m., with Life
University/Sunday school
for all ages at 9. There are
no regular Sunday night
service. For special activities, see our website, www.
lpcag.org.
On Wednesday evenings,
Launch children’s program
meets at 6:30 p.m. Velocity
Student Ministries for youth
meets at 7 p.m.
Adult small groups meet
throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is Jacob
Soyez. Children’s pastor is
Nathaniel Thurman. Call
755-2331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
The church is at 6770 E.
34th North, Wichita. Phone
number is 683-5538. The
church is online at www.
risensaviorwichita.net.
Contemporary Sunday
worship service is at 8 and
10:30 a.m. Communion is
on the first and third Sunday. Adult Sunday school
and Bible class meet at 9:15
a.m. Children’s church is
at 10:30 a.m. A nursery is

provided during both the
Bible class and the second
service.
Lifetree Café is a conversation café, a place and
time for people to gather
weekly to experience stories
and talk about thought-provoking topics relating to life
and faith. They meet Thursdays at 1 p.m., with lunch
at noon, at the community
building, 316 E. Clay, in
Valley Center.
Risen Savior Preschool
classes for 3- to 5-year-olds
are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9 to 11:45
a.m. Please contact Michelle Peshek, director/lead
teacher, with questions at
atmichellep@risensavior.net
or call the church office at
683-5538.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon.
St. Michael’s Orthodox
Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City. It is a congregation of
the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of
North America.
Sunday Adult class

continues at 9 a.m. with An
Exploration of Ecclesiastes.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
For more information,
call 734-6248, go online at
www.saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.com or email
inquiries to jflora@cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Father Basil
Anderson is the deacon,
and James Finneran is the
reader.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-Day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook. For
God’s Closet, call Veronica
Jenkins at 778-0474.
Send your church’s
upcoming events
and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.

CLASSIFIEDS
8 For Sale

20 Help Wanted

2011 Chevy Malibu, 6 cyl,
126K mi., a/c, white, exterior is
excellent, interior is fair. Great
kid’s car. $5400 ﬁrm. Call Phil
Zivnuska at 680-7464.

18 For Rent
Three-bedroom, unfurnished
stone house with a barn and garage on three acres. Located at
77th and Broadway. (316) 3217368.

Cracker Barrel is
currently hiring for the
following positions:

• Full- and part-time
grill cooks
• Part-time servers,
hosts and cashiers
Fun working environment
Nights & weekends a must

Apply in person at
995 E 61st St N,
Park City KS

316-744-8080

Call Ronda at
755-0821
to advertise
here
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Recreation
YMCA DAY CAMP
Enroll in the Y’s Special Interest
camp at Bel Aire Recreation by
calling 264-1610.
BRITISH SOCCER CAMP
July 10-14. International players
exclusively chosen and flown in
from England, Ireland, Scotland
etc., who have a genuine interest in
helping player’s development and
providing memorable experiences
and cool accents!
YOUNG REMBRANDTS
Provides children with comprehensive art literacy that will serve
them well, not just at the drawing
table but in school and into adulthood.
BARN QUILT WORKSHOP
Barn Quilts bring the beauty of
quilts to the city. No skills needed
for this class, and you will take
home a finished project ready to
dress up your home. From 9 a.m. to
noon June 3 at the rec center. Space
is limited; registration is required.
TAEKWONDO
Ages 5 and up. Classes meet from
5 to 6 p.m. Mondays and Fridays
or from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays. These are great
classes for beginners to black belts.

YOGA
Classes meet from 6 to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays. Participants must provide their own yoga
mat. Teens and adults can join at
any time.
LINE DANCING
Line dancing benefits the entire
body. It can help you lose weight,
improve balance and coordination,
increase muscle and bone strength,
and the best part — it’s FUN!
Monday & Friday afternoon classes
are held in the Community Room
at City Hall.
FITNESS CENTER
Ages 16 & up. The Fitness Center
consists of elliptical cross trainers,
treadmills, recumbent bike, multistation weight machine, and freeweights. There is no charge for pass
holders. You can also use the center
with the purchase of a daily pass.
SENIOR AEROBICS/CHAIR
EXERCISES
The senior aerobics class meets
from 9 to 10 a.m. Wednesdays.
Chair exercise meets at 10:30 a.m.
Tuesdays and Fridays. You can join
at any time.
For more info about any Bel Aire
recreation programs, call 7442700.

Community Events

May 2 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
May 3 — Bel Aire Area Chamber of Commerce meeting, Best
Western Wichita North (Park City), noon
May 3 — Municipal court, 7 p.m
May 6 — E-Recycling & Shredding Day, 9 a.m. to noon
May 10 — Bel Aire Lions Club meeting, 11:30 a,m.
May 11 — Planning Commission meeting, 6 p.m.
May 13 — City Brush Site, open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
May 14 — Utility Authority Committee meeting, 4 p.m.
May 16 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
May 16 — Community Development Committee, 7 p.m.
May 18 — Municipal court, noon
May 18 — Community Open House, 5 to 7 p.m.
May 22 — Tree Board meeting, 7 p.m.
May 24 — Bel Aire Lions Club meeting, 11:30 a.m.

Bel Aire Seniors
All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior
Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check out
with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

Weekly Events
Bel Aire Walkers – Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (Indoors
& climate controlled)
Yoga – Mondays & Wednesdays, 6 p.m., Rec Center (monthly fee)
Bridge Games – Tuesdays, 1 p.m., Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics – Wednesdays, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast – Fridays, 9 a.m., various locations
Chair Exercises – Tuesdays & Fridays, 10:30 a.m., Rec Center
Line Dance Class — Mondays & Fridays, 1:30 p.m., Community Room

Monthly & Special Events
May 2, 8:30 a.m. — Breakfast out
May 3, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time
May 4, 11 a.m. — Signs and symptoms of a stroke, Lucy Lavelle,
Senior Center
May 5, 1 p.m. — Game day, Rec Center
May 5, 6 p.m. — Pitch, Senior Center
May 8, 1 p.m. — Bel Aire Spring Festival, Rec Center
May 10, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
May 11, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center
May 12, 3 p.m. — Veterans beneﬁts, Barb Hardyway, Senior Center
May 15, 11 a.m. — Brain Health, Joy Sloan, Senior Center
May 16, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out, call Anita 744-2840 for info
May 17, 10 a.m. — Men’s coffee, Braums
May 17, 10:15 a.m. — Senior aerobics brunch
May 17, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
May 17, 2 p.m. – Women’s coffee, Braums
May 19, 6 p.m. – Pitch, Senior Center
May 22, 6 p.m. — Covered dish dinner and program, Rec Center
May 24, 2 p.m. — City of Bel Aire’s Jason Lee, Code Enforcement
May 24, 7 p.m. — Bunko games, Senior Center (reservation required,
call 744-2451, ext. 121)
May 25, 11 a.m. — Healthy living and Alzheimer’s disease, Jenna Smith,
Senior Center
May 25, 2 p.m. — Genealogy & Family History Group, share family
history books, Cheryl Lewis
May 29 — Closed for Memorial Day

Congratulations to
Shelby Arnold!
Our Beautify Bel Aire
winner for May
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Mayor’s
corner
By David Austin

Y

ou voted, Bel
Aire, and the
results are in.
Please plan
to join us
from 5 to 7 p.m. May 18 at
City Hall for an open house
to ask any questions and
offer feedback.
These are your results
compiled from the scientifically researched community survey conducted
by the esteemed Wichita
State University Hugo Wall
School of Business. This
is vital as your governing
body plans the future shape
of our great city.
So come see what you
and your neighbors chose
as priorities.
Several months ago, the
city hired Law Kingdon to
research and create a master
growth and master park
plan. Early on in this process, they made it clear they
wanted to include these
survey questions into their
research and planning.
The survey asked what,
if any type of park was
wanted. It also shows us
what types of amenities are
wanted.
City council was
granted a sneak peek at a
very preliminary report a
couple months ago and I’ll
let you know the results
were mixed but now the
brains creating our master
plan have a better sense of
direction based on citizen
feedback.
That is why the surveys
and the open house are so
important. When I tell other
city leaders that over 30
percent participated in the
surveys, they are amazed
and I thank each of you for
participating and giving us
a much larger sample size
then most surveys or polls
have.
After the open house,
Law Kingdon will transfer
the feedback onto a plan
and submit to council for
final input. This report will
include survey results and
feedback from the open
house and identify areas for
the various types of growth
patterns. At the open house,
they will be asking if what
was included in the survey
was correct as well as what
types of commercial/retail
is possible.
Arbor Day — I don’t
think enough is said about
Bel Aire being a Tree City
USA. This year marks 21
years having that distinction and honor. Each year,
our tree board dedicates at
least one new tree somewhere on public ground to
the citizens to enjoy. At our
last city council meeting, I
signed again the proclamation for Arbor Day and I’d
like to encourage everyone
to enjoy our beautiful parks
and outdoors.
Summertime — Soon
and very soon, our rec
center will be packed more
than usual with activities for all ages. Visit our
website or stop by the Rec
Center to learn more and
enroll your child today.
Thank you — With
10,000 Easter eggs strewn
around the Rec Center
grounds April 8, children
and families from all over
enjoyed a fun Spring
Festival. Thank you to our
sponsors Rachel Fenske at
American Family Insurance, Wichita Hoops and
the Bel Aire Lions for
making the event possible.
And another huge thank
you to the Bel Aire Lions
Club members, as well as
members of city staff and
Community Development
Advisory Committee who
came out early to help set
up and stayed late or came
back to help with clean up.

Sad to see circus closing its tents
By Brad Deutser

From ring to ring, you
have entertained. From
generation to generation,
you have brought families
together. You have invited
us in
to witness
and be
a part
of the
Greatest
Show
on
Earth.
But
Brad Deutser
you
also
became one of America’s
great tragedies. After
nearly a century and a half
in business, doing what
you do best, you will vacate your place in the entertainment space. There
will be other circuses.
But there will never be
another Ringling Bros and
Barnum & Bailey Circus.
You have never wavered
from your roots – your
history, your way of working and promoting, and
your way of entertaining.
Until recently. Pressures

to change practices.
Pressures to change acts.
Pressures to conform to
current ways.
Most people are
unaware of the extent
you cared for animals.
Most are unaware of the
brilliant business model
to get people in the door
to experience the circus
and buy memorabilia and
merchandise. Most are
unaware that Ringling
Bros. was the entry point
for so many to begin their
careers in show business.
It was a gateway for many
around the world to explore, to share culture, and
to provide smiles. It was
so much to so many.
In many ways, it was
part of the American
way. I remember the
excitement when the train
stopped in a city. I remember the authentic joy
the clowns brought as the
elephants paraded down
the streets to the arena.
I remember the genuine
love of the circus by its
performers behind the
scenes and in the rings.
I remember the sweat
on the brow before each
show and the smiles that
filled the stands.

So it begs the question:
Why did Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey
fail? Or did we fail it?
This was an icon that
navigated the generations.
It circumvented challenges over nearly 15
decades. Somehow it
remained relevant year
after year, until now. But
why? To some, Ringling
gave up its core values
and became something
different when it removed
elephants from its show.
To others, no matter the
advances or new innovations, it was still the circus
that you only needed to
see once. To others, it
was a lumbering icon that
couldn’t change quickly
enough to keep up with
the pace of technology
and today’s entertainment.
And to others, it was simply taken for granted that
it would always be there
for us, like it had been for
the previous 146 years.
Perhaps this is less
Ringling Bros. giving up
or giving in and more a
statement of the America
we live in today. We gravitate to sexy headlines.
We are intrigued more
by the glitz and less by

the substance. We place
stereotypes on things
that we are reluctant to
ever modify. We expose
our youth more to what
is ahead and much less
to what is now. Reality
works best when there is
controversy or big names.
But that has never been
the circus’ way. Theirs
was a way of basic, good
old-fashioned American
values.
This ending of an era
reminds us that relevance
is fleeting. It reminds us,
as parents and grandparents, that we must find
new forms of entertainment to bring our families together. It reminds
us to hold on to what is
important to each of us
– whether it is the circus
or something else. At its
core, this is about family values – and working
fiercely to protect them
– in whatever way is most
appropriate to today’s
family.
The circus that convened families, generations and communities is
soon to be no longer here.
For many it has been
replaced by the bright
lights of the computer

screen and video games
as well as the solitude it
brings. We may not be
able to recreate the greatest show on earth, but we
can recreate the environment and the magic that it
was to families who came
together to celebrate the
goodness and wholesomeness it represented.
There will be many
questions. What really
happened to end this era?
What will become of the
animals for whom Ringling provided such genuine and remarkable care?
What will happen to the
children who no longer
have the Greatest Show
on Earth?
There will be answers.
But, unfortunately, not the
same answers our parents
had for us.
Ringling Bros., RIP.

Brad Deutser is
president of Deutser LLC,
a consulting firm that
advises leaders and organizations about achieving clarity, especially in
times of transition, growth
or crisis. He previously
worked for Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey
Circus.
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A total of 24 students participated in the contest to design artwork to help market Central Park to homebuyers.

Art

businesses.
One of the winning
students was senior Amy
Continued from Page 1
Bani-Younes, whose
painting was selected
council voted for the win- by the council. She said
ners. The two that were
she was inspired by the
selected will be displayed diversity of the city and
in model homes in Central explained the idea behind
Park. The winner of the
her work.
digital art group will also
“For some reason
be featured on a billboard. when I heard the theme I
The remaining entries will thought of bubbles,” said
be displayed at Bel Aire
Bani-Younes. “I included
City Hall and some local the welcome stone that

you see when you enter
Bel Aire. There are four
girls sitting around the
stone. One is sitting on
top, two are sitting down
below and one is popping
the bubbles they’re blowing. They’re all different
ethnicities and the idea
behind that was celebrating the city’s diversity.”
The other winner was
junior Brenda Vargas. Her
digital art was selected by
the council. She thought it

Road

daily almost.”
Residents should be
aware that police are now
paying special attention to
construction areas. Several
people have already been
caught and punished for
moving barricades and
speeding.

Continued from Page 1

sharp objects or driving
into a drop-off where the
road has been torn out.
“People have actually moved barricades
because they didn’t want
to take a detour,” he said.
“(Police) are out watching and they’ve actually

caught people moving
them. The reason they’re
there is because you can’t
go past that point. There’s
construction going on and
you can damage your car.
I know it seems strange
that someone would move
a barricade, but it happens

was important to include
Bel Aire because that’s
some of the things she
what I see.”
notices the most while she
is outside in the city.
“My idea came from
the land,” said Vargas.
Ryan‛s Dog
“We see images of different places in Bel Aire.
Grooming
There are towers, play217 N. Oliver
grounds, green grass and
Kechi, KS
ducks flying. It’s what I
371-7258
think of when I think of

Massage Therapist

Steve Willms
Lic. #2759

M-F 10-6 pm, Sat. 10-3 pm

By appointment only

316-393-0652 | 316-755-3438
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
March 13 — A 16-year-old
male was found to have a butterfly knife in his backpack while on
school property, 5550 N. Lycee.
March 15 — A Bel Aire resident reported that she believed
her neighbors have about 30
dogs and multiple cats in the
4300 block of North Rushwood.
She believes they may be running a puppy mill. She is concerned for the animals’ welfare.
After investigation, no evidence
of the claim was discovered.
March 15 — While operating stationary radar in the 4000
block of North Oliver, Officer
Roney observed a vehicle speeding 83 mph in a posted 40 mph
zone. He stopped the vehicle and
contacted the 15-year-old driver.
The driver had a restricted license
and said he was on his way home
from basketball practice and was
late. The driver was cited for
reckless driving, driving in violation of restrictions, speeding and
no license In possession.
March 16 — Lt. Foxx worked
the report of a collision on the
parking lot of Isely Elementary
School in the 5200 block of North
Woodlawn. One vehicle slipped
out of gear and struck a second
vehicle.
March 16 — Officer Trumball
responded to a non-injury accident in the 4200 block of North
Edgemoor. A driver said she was
stationary at the stop sign at the
intersection of Falcon Lane and
Edgemoor when a second driver
turned westbound onto Falcon
from Edgemoor and struck her
vehicle. The second vehicle was
inoperable and was towed from
the scene by Happy Hooker Towing.
March 16 — Officer Roney
was dispatched to a non-injury
accident at the intersection of
53rd North and Webb. When he
arrived he found a driver who
was northbound on Webb in the
inside lane. The driver said she
slowed to make a left turn onto
westbound 53rd but saw the
road closed signs and realized
she would be unable to go west.
After coming to a complete stop,
the driver attempted to make a
right turn from the inside lane
onto 53rd east of Webb. She
sideswiped the 2003 Chevrolet
Silverado. The driver was cited
for making an improper right
turn. Both vehicles were towed
from the scene.
March 16 — Officer Forman
was dispatched to the report of
a missing adult male in the 4400
block of North Rushwood. During the investigation it was discovered the man rarely leaves
home. He left his wallet, ID and
credit cards. Later it was discovered the man had checked himself into the hospital for a surgery
and did not tell his family.
March 17 — While traveling north on Woodlawn, Officer
Davis saw a car speeding. He
stopped the car in the 4000 block
of North Woodlawn and contacted the driver who was driving
with a suspended driver’s license.
The driver was cited for speeding and driving with a suspended
driver’s license. The driver also
was arrested for City of Wichita
warrants. The driver’s name was
not available.
March 17 — A Bel Aire resident reported an unauthorized
withdrawal from her Intrust Bank
account. The withdrawal was
from an insurance company that
the woman does not do business with. The woman called and
disputed the problem with her
bank.
March 17 — Officers Gibson
and Forman were dispatched to
the report of a disturbance in the
5500 block of East 45th North.
The calling party said there was
an individual in a car who was
smoking in the parking lot and
refusing to leave. The officers
made contact with the man and
detected an odor of marijuana
coming from the car. During the
investigation, the officers also
located a large amount of marijuana, digital scales, handgun
ammunition and a knife. The
man, Derrell Dwayne Lewis of
Wichita, was arrested on charges
of possession of marijuana with
intent to distribute within 1,000
feet of a school and possession
of paraphernalia.
March 17 — Officer Steele
was sent to check an abandoned vehicle in the 4900 block
of North Rock Road. The vehicle
had previously been marked as
an abandoned vehicle and was
impounded.
March 18 — Officer Trumbull was dispatched to a found
property call in the 4200 block of
St. James. A boy found a wallet
in the street located near their
residence. Officer contacted the
owner of the wallet and returned
it.
March 18 — Officer Trumbull observed a 2012 Toyota
Corolla traveling 75 mph in a
40 mph zone in the 5000 block
of North Oliver. He stopped the
car and contacted the driver
who acknowledged the infraction and apologized. The driver
had a Kansas ID card, but did
not have a driver’s license as it
had expired in 2015. Additionally, the driver had several indicators that he was driving under
the influence. The man refused
to do the standard field sobriety
tests or a preliminary breath test.
The man, Leobardo Andrade Jr.
of Wichita, was arrested on a
charge of DUI.
March 18 — Officers responded to a call of reckless
drivers in the 5200 block of East
37th North in a construction
area. The complainant reported
vehicles were driving in his yard
and driveway to go around the
road closed signs. As the officers
were speaking to the complainant they saw two vehicles drive
past the road closed signs that
had been moved. After dealing

with the violations, the officers
repositioned the signs so traffic
could not pass.
March 19 — Officers Gibson
and Roney responded to a noninjury accident in the 5700 block
of East Memphis. A man was
backing out of his driveway and
struck a parked vehicle. The man
was cited for the unsafe backing.
March 19 — Officer Crouse
saw a vehicle speeding in the
5000 block of North Woodlawn.
He stopped the car and contacted the driver. During the investigation he discovered the driver’s
license was suspended. He cited
the driver and issued him a Bel
Aire Municipal Court date. A passenger in the vehicle had a valid
license and drove the car from
the stop.
March 20 — Officer Steele
took the call of vandalism in the
6000 block of East 45th North.
The calling party showed Steele
what could have been BB or pellet damage on his vehicle. In the
man’s written statement, he estimated the damage at $3,000.
The estimate was excessive. The
damage to the left mirror was
noticed about three weeks prior
to the complainant calling to
make the report.
March 21 — Officers were
dispatched to a residence in
the 5100 block of North Lycee
to check the welfare of an individual. The individual was located and arrested on a charge of
criminal trespass as he had previously been trespassed by property management. The person’s
name was not available.
March 21 — A vehicle was
stopped for a defective tag lamp
in the 4100 block of North Woodlawn. The woman has never
been licensed to drive and displayed expired insurance. The
woman was issued a citation for
the violations and given a Bel
Aire Municipal Court date.
March 21 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 3700 block of North Oliver.
The driver was cited for not having a valid license.
March 22 — Officer Webb responded to 3400 block of North
Rock Road to assist the Wichita
Police Department with a foot
pursuit. Webb located two of the
individuals involved in the case
and turned them over to Wichita
officers.
March 22 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 4500 block of North Woodlawn. The driver was a 15-yearold with no driver’s license. There
were four other passengers in
the car. The driver was cited for
no driver’s license in possession,
driving without a valid license,
speeding, running a stop sign,
failure to yield and an obstructed
tag. The driver was released to
her mother. All juvenile passengers were released to parents/
legal guardians during various
times throughout the traffic stop.
March 22 — Officer Webb was
dispatched to the report of a burglary in the 4500 block of North
Westlake Court. The reporting
party said that an unknown subject entered an attached garage
and stole various power tools and
a Craftsman toolbox. There are
no known suspects at this time.
March 22 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 5000 block of North Oliver.
The driver presented an expired
Mexico driver’s license. The man
was cited for speeding and driving with an expired license, and
received a written warning for a
cracked windshield.
March 22 — Officer Roney
responded to the Catholic Care
Center’s Assisted Living Center
in the 6500 block of East 45th
North to take a theft report. The
reporting party said that sometime between Feb. 9 and March
21, unknown person(s) took a
ring from her bedroom.
March 23 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle in the 3900
block of North Woodlawn for improper display of license plate.
While speaking with the driver,
Webb could smell the odor of
burnt marijuana coming from the
vehicle. He conducted a search
of the vehicle and located a small
amount of marijuana on the driver’s seat and on the floorboard
and a glass pipe. The driver
was cited for possession of drug
paraphernalia along with traffic
citations for obstructing a license
plate and no proof of insurance.
March 23 — Officers Trumbull and Webb were dispatched
to a domestic violence call in the
4200 block of North Rushwood
Court. A woman was mad because her boyfriend would not
speak with her.
March 24 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4200 block of North
Woodlawn. Webb could smell
the strong odor of alcohol coming from the driver’s breath and
the man’s eyes were watery. The
man’s balance and coordination were poor. After performing some initial tests, the man
refused any additional testing,
including the PBT. The man was
placed under arrest and later refused to provide a breath sample
at the jail. Matthew Scott Vogel
of Wichita was booked into the
Sedgwick County Jail on charges
of DUI, speeding and refusal of
the preliminary breath test.
March 24 — Officer Gibson
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Oliver.
The driver was cited for speeding and driving with an expired
license.
March 24 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for traveling
89 mph in a 40 mph zone in the
5300 block of North Oliver. The
driver acknowledged her violation and explained that she was
driving to Ft. Scott. The woman’s
driver’s license was confirmed
as suspended and her vehicle li-

ability insurance had lapsed. Additionally, the license plate on her
car was expired. The woman was
arrested on charges of reckless
driving, speeding, no insurance,
expired tag and driving with a
suspended license.
March 25 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for texting
while driving in the 6200 block of
East 45th North. Webb gave the
driver a verbal warning for the
violation and arrested him on a
City of Wichita warrant. The driver’s name was not available.
March 25 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4300 block of North Oliver.
The driver was cited for speeding, driving without insurance
and driving without an ignition
interlock device.
March 25 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle with a stolen
license plate in the 4300 block of
North Woodlawn. Crouse seized
the stolen license plate and submitted it as evidence. The plate
was apparently switched without
the vehicle owner’s knowledge.
March 26 — Officer Crouse
was assisting Officer Webb on
a car stop in the 4200 block of
North Woodlawn. During this
traffic stop, a red Jeep Liberty
failed to yield properly and nearly
struck Crouse as he was standing outside his car at the side
of the road. Crouse pursued the
jeep and stopped it at 5800 E.
45th North. During the traffic
stop, Crouse could smell a strong
odor of burnt marijuana emanating from the vehicle. As part of
the investigation the vehicle was
searched, illegal narcotics and
paraphernalia were located. The
driver and passenger, Pablo Loreto-Zuniga of Park City and Jessica Lee Wright of Bel Aire, were
arrested on drug charges.
March 26 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle with an illegal
license plate I the 4600 block of
North Woodlawn. The driver was
cited for the license plate and
driver’s license violations.
March 26 — Officers responded to an unknown call for
EMS in the 5600 block of North
Lycee. Officer Steele, Sedgwick
County Fire and Sedgwick County EMS discovered a patient on
the kitchen floor of her apartment. She had fallen and could
not get up. She was transported
to Via Christi-St. Joseph Hospital
for examination and treatment of
minor injuries.
March 27 — Officers responded to a dispatched call of a rape
in the 5500 block of North Lycee.
The reporting party reported incidents that occurred in the City
of Wichita. The officers gathered
information on the case and contacted officers with the WichitaSedgwick County Exploited and
Missing Child Unit who followedup on the case.
March 28 — Officer Crouse
responded to the call of a suicidal
person in the 6500 block of East
45th North. The caller had found
social media posts from a friend
that suggested the caller’s friend
was considering suicide. Crouse
had Wichita officers dispatched
to check some residences. The
man was not located. Crouse had
dispatch track the man’s phone
and sent Wichita officers to that
location. The man was located
and was pronounced deceased
by EMS. Wichita police officers
worked the case and notified
family.
March 28 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle with an illegal
license plate in the 4400 block
of Westlake. The driver was unaware the tag on her car was not
registered to her car. The woman
did not have a driver’s license in
her possession and stated the
vehicle probably did not have
insurance. She was cited for no
driver’s license, no insurance,
display plate on vehicle not issued to vehicle and expired/no
registration.
March 28 — Officer Steele
stopped a vehicle for not having
headlamps activated in the rain
in the 5500 block of North Rock
Road. The driver was cited for
headlamps required during rain
and no driver’s license in possession.
March 29 — Officer Forman
was dispatched to take a report
of a sexual assault in the 5600
block of North Lycee. The reporting party said she was sexually assaulted by a male acquaintance.
March 29 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle with an expired
license plate in the 5300 block of
North Rock Road. The driver was
cited for driving with a suspended license and expired vehicle
registration. He was booked into
the Sedgwick County on warrants. The driver’s name was not
available.
March 30 — A Bel Aire resident filed a report at the Bel Aire
Police Department in regards to
text messages received from a
male.
March 30 — Officer Webb observed two juvenile males walking north in the ditch in the 4500
block of North Woodlawn at 1:17
a.m. He stopped and checked
on them and they advised the
officer they had been trying to
buy candy but were not able to
because both Family Video and
Dillon’s were closed. One boy
was spending the night at the
second boy’s home. Both were
transported to the second boy’s
home and released to the boy’s
father. The boys received a curfew warning.
March 31 — Officer Webb was
dispatched to the report of an injury accident in the 5400 block of
East 45th North. A man was driving a white Ford Expedition. He
was stopped at the crosswalk for
a red traffic light when another
driver in a white Lincoln Aviator
was stopped directly behind him.
A third driver in a black Chevrolet
Silverado failed to stop for the red

light, and collided with the rear of
the Lincoln which forced the Lincoln into the rear of the Explorer.
Minor injuries were reported. The
driver of the Silverado was cited
for inattentive driving.
March 31 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for a vehicle
defect in the 4000 block of North
Woodlawn. The driver received a
citation for defective equipment,
driving with no driver’s license
and a child safety restraint violation.
April 1 — Officer Crouse saw
a white F-150 drive left of center.
The vehicle failed to maintain its
lane by driving over the yellow
diving line with the driver’s side
wheels. Officer stopped the vehicle. The driver stated he did not
have his Kansas driver’s license
in his possession. The driver also
failed to produce insurance information on the vehicle. The driver
was cited for no driver’s license in
possession, fail to display vehicle
insurance and failing to maintain
single lane.
April 1 — Officer Webb
stopped a moped in the 4800
block of East 45th North. The
driver provided an expired Kansas ID card. The driver was cited
for driving an unregistered vehicle and driving with a suspended
license.
April 1 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in a construction zone in the
4000 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was cited for speeding and driving with a suspended
license.
April 1 — Officer Steele
backed the Kechi police on the
call of a shooting at 4200 E. 93rd
North.
April 1 — Officer Steele responded to a call of found property in the 5600 block of North
Lycee.
April 1 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for traveling
75 mph in a 30 mph construction
zone. The driver said she and her
three passengers were late for
dinner reservations. The driver
was cited for reckless driving and
speeding.
April 2 — Officer Webb saw a
silver Suzuki XL-7 traveling south
on North Woodlawn at Quail
Ridge. The vehicle crossed over
the double yellow centerline and
was weaving from the centerline
to the fog line. Webb sopped the
vehicle and could smell the strong
odor of burnt marijuana coming
from inside the vehicle. Webb
located marijuana and paraphernalia inside of a tennis shoe. The
driver was arrested and taken to
the Sedgwick County Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center.
April 2 — Officer Webb observed a silver Ford Taurus traveling west on Central Park Avenue with a concealed tag. Webb
stopped the vehicle. Webb could
smell the odor of a consumed
alcoholic beverage coming from
the driver. The driver said he had
been drinking. The driver failed
the field sobriety tests. The driver was arrested on a charge of
DUI. The driver’s name was not
available.
April 2 — Officer Crouse
stopped a Dodge Caravan with a
vehicle defect in the 4600 block
of North Rock Road. Crouse
could smell a heavy odor of
burnt marijuana emitting from
the vehicle’s. Crouse found marijuana in a clear plastic baggy and
several burnt marijuana cigarette
ends scattered throughout the
vehicle. Upon searching behind
the driver’s seat in a black book
bag, Crouse found two open
bottles of liquor. In between the
driver’s seat and passenger seat
on the floor, Crouse found a metal grinding apparatus with residue resembling marijuana. The
driver, Jovan James McClellan of
Derby, was arrested on charges
of possession of marijuana, possession of paraphernalia and
transporting open containers of
alcohol.
April 2 — Officers Gibson and
Roney responded to a civil call
for service in the 5900 block of
East 41st North. There was a
disagreement between parents
of a teen child on visitation and
medical care.
April 2 — Officers Gibson and
Roney were dispatched the area
of 44th North just off Oliver to
check for gunshots. Two separate calling parties heard what
they believed to be three to five
shots. The officers checked the
area but nothing was found.
April 3 — Officer Crice made
contact with an 18-year-old female who stated that she had
been depressed and feeling suicidal in the 5500 block of North
Lycee. The girl agreed to seek
help at ComCare. She was escorted to ComCare and met there
by her grandmother.
April 3 — Officer Roney
stopped a Camaro for speeding in the 5400 block of North
Webb. The driver stated she was
late to pick up her boyfriend and
pleaded that she not be arrested
because her license was suspended. The woman was cited
for speeding and driving with a
suspended driver’s license.
April 3 — Officer Crouse was
asked by the Wichita Police Department to verify a Bel Aire warrant on an individual in custody in
Butler County. He confirmed the
warrant and then met with Butler
County deputies and took custody of the individual. Isaac Samuel
Buller of Bel Aire was transported
to the Sedgwick County Jail and
booked on Bel Aire warrant.
April 4 — Officer Steele responded to an animal at-large
in the 5800 block of East 49th
North. The reporting party her
dog was bitten by two German
shepherd-mix dogs at 49th and
Highland. The dogs attacked her
dog as it was on the sidewalk on
a leash. Investigation is ongoing.
April 4 — Officer Forman was
dispatched to a non-injury motor

vehicle crash at Rock Road and
East 53rd North. One of the drivers was cited for following too
closely. Both drivers were able to
drive their vehicles away.
April 4 — Officer Forman
stopped a Dodge Dart for running a stop sign at 50th North
and Webb. The driver was cited
for running a stop sign and no
driver’s license in possession.
April 4 — Officer Roney
stopped a vehicle for making an
illegal U-turn in the 4600 block of
North Webb. The driver did not
have a driver’s license. The driver
was cited for the U-turn and for
having no driver’s license.
April 5 — Officers Steele and
Crice responded to a request to
check for a wanted suspect who
had a bench warrant in the 4600
block of North Hedgerow. They
located the individual, William
Carl Mitchell of Bel Aire, who
was transported to the Sedgwick
County Jail. The man was also
booked on two warrants through
the City of Wichita.
April 5 — Chief Atteberry reported locating a small brown
Lasa Apso running at-large.
The dog had no collar or tags.
The animal was transported to
Heartland Animal Hospital to be
checked for a microchip. It was.
The dog was taken to the Bel
Aire Police Department and the
owner was contacted. The owner
received a warning and was told
she would receive a citation for
any future violations.
April 5 — A citizen brought a
female golden retriever to the police department. It was found in
the area of Eagle Lake Drive and
Eagle Lake Court. A picture was
taken of the dog and put on the
city’s Facebook page. The owner
contacted the police department.
The owner was warned that a
second incident of an animal atlarge could result in a citation.
April 5 — Officer Roney was
advised that a female leaving
court had a suspended license.
She had been ordered by the
judge not to drive. Roney observed the female driving in the
4400 block of North Rock Road.
Roney stopped the vehicle and
arrested the driver, Sammi Leaf
Cooper of Wichita, returned
her to the courtroom and then
transported her to the Sedgwick
County Jail.
April 6 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4400 block of North Oliver.
The driver, Theirry Abdoul Kader
Sidibe of Bel Aire, was arrested
on charges of speeding and driving while a habitual violator.
April 7 — Officer Webb was
dispatched to assist the Park City
Police Department with a theft
in progress at Kansas Golf and
Turf. Thieves were stealing batteries from all-terrain vehicles.
The thieves were located and
arrested.
April 7 — Lt. Foxx stopped
a vehicle for speeding in the
4900 block of North Woodlawn.
The man displayed a suspended
driver’s license. The man was issued a citation and advised not
to drive.
April 7 — Officer Forman received a request to check for a
man wanted in Butler County for
a Butler County bench warrant.
Upon checking the residence in
the 4000 block of North Auburn,
he located the man and placed
him in custody. The man was
transported to the Butler County
line where he was turned over to
a Butler County deputy.
April 7 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a Pontiac Grand Am for
traveling 67 mph in a 40 mph
zone in the 5100 block of North
Oliver. The driver was cited for
speeding, driving with a suspended license and failure to provide
proof of liability insurance.
April 8 — Officer Gibson witnessed a silver Mercury Grand
Marquis with an expired license
plate in the 5200 block of North
Oliver. The driver was cited for
expired registration, no proof of
insurance and driving with no
driver’s license.
April 9 — Officer Steele responded to a prisoner transport involving a man in custody
in Butler County. Steele met a
deputy at the Sedgwick-Butler
County line and took custody of
the man and transported him to
the Sedgwick County Jail, where
he was booked for the Bel Aire
bench warrant. The man’s name
was not available.
April 9 — Officer Steele responded to a call of a found juvenile in the 4900 block of North
Homestead. He contacted the
reporting party who said she had
located an 18-month-old boy
wandering without supervision.
Moments after she called 911 the
boy’s mother came searching for
him. The boy was returned to his
mother’s care.
April 9 — Officer Crouse was
dispatched to a domestic violence
disturbance in the 5600 block of
North Lycee. The calling party’s
neighbors were having an argument over relationship issues.
April 9 — Officer Gibson responded to a possible overdose
call in the 5800 block of East
Memphis. He contacted a man
who said he thought his wife
overdosed. EMS checked the
woman and she said she was
taking her meds as prescribed by
her physician. Gibson discovered
the couple is going through a divorce.
April 9 — During an investigation, Officer Crice discovered a
16-year-old male sold marijuana
to a 15-year-old female.
April 10 — Officer Steele was
dispatched to check for a wanted
person in the 3800 block of North
Hillcrest. Steele and Lt. Foxx located Christopher Tyler Bairow
of Derby and transported him to
the Sedgwick County Jail, where
he was booked for a Wichita warrant.
April 10 — Bel Aire officers re-

sponded to a disturbance call in
the 6700 block of East Perryton.
Neighbors were having a dispute
over noise. Officers are working
with the two to try and resolve
the issues.
April 10 — Officers were
called to the Subway restaurant
on 37th and Hillcrest on a suspicious character call. There was a
man urinating in the parking lot.
Officers arrived and located a
large van with a male passed out
in the driver’s seat. The engine
was off. The officers contacted
the driver and discovered he was
intoxicated. After checking the
man for wants and warrants, officers found he was wanted for
a Wichita warrant for failure to
comply with court orders. Bryan
Paul Fontana of Wichita was arrested on the warrant and transported to the Sedgwick County
Jail.
April 11 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Rock
Road. Crouse smelled the odor
of consumed alcohol coming
from the driver. Luis Alphonzo
Mosqueda Del Castillo of Riaito,
Calif., was arrested on charges of
DUI and speeding.
April 11 — Officers T. Davis
and Steele responded to a domestic disturbance with weapon
in the 5200 block of North Holder
Court. When the officers arrived
the man said his wife scratched
him and she said he choked her.
She had no marks on her body
from the alleged altercation. He
had scratches on his arm that
had all appearances of being
staged. He had also thrown a
phone into a wall. The evidence
did not support an arrest.
April 11 — A supervisor at
FedEx reported a missing license
plate from one of their delivery
vehicles in the 5100 block of
North Industry Drive.
April 12 — Officer Roney responded to assist a Sedgwick
County deputy who was following a stolen vehicle eastbound
on K-96 at Greenwich at a high
rate of speed. Roney assisted the
deputy in taking the man into
custody. Officer Roney
April 13 — A man called the
Bel Aire Police Department to report unknown person(s) entering
his unlocked 2006 Silver Saturn
Ion that was parked in front of
his residence in the 4900 block of
East Willow Point Court.
April 13 — Officer Forman attempted stop a vehicle that was
speeding in the 4700 block of
North Greenwich. The vehicle did
not yield and pull over until 2900
N. Greenwich. The man was cited
for speeding and failing to yield to
an emergency vehicle.
April 13 — Officer Roney responded to an anonymous tip
of a wanted person in the 5300
block of North Lycee. As he approached the residence, a woman
walked out the front door and
identified herself as the person he
was looking for. She was arrested
and booked on the City of Wichita
warrant. The woman’s name was
not available.
April 14 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 5000 block of North Greenwich. The driver smelled of alcohol. There was also a handgun on
the floorboard in front of the passenger. Webb secured the loaded
handgun. The driver was cited
for speeding and illegal license
plate. The passenger was under
the influence of alcohol, so he
requested Webb take the gun for
safekeeping. The passenger was
cited and released for transporting an open container of alcohol.
April 14 — Officer Webb saw
a black Chevrolet Suburban run a
stop sign at K-254 and Rock Road.
Webb stopped the vehicle and
found that the driver’s license was
suspended and had a restriction
of interlock ignition device. The
driver also had a felony warrant
for a probation violation through
Butler County. Webb issued a citation for stop sign violation, driving with a suspended license, no
ignition interlock, and failure to
surrender a suspended driver’s
license. Driver was arrested on a
Butler County warrant and given
to a Butler County deputy at the
county line.
April 14 — Officer Webb
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 5700 block of North Rock
Road. The driver was cited for
speeding and driving with a suspended license. He also issued
the driver written warnings for a
cracked windshield and failure to
surrender a suspended license.
April 14 — Officer T. Davis was
dispatched to a domestic violence
disturbance in the 5200 block of
North Holder Court. A woman arrived at her house with a moving
truck and two moving people to
move property out of the house.
Her husband was on scene and
stated all the property was his.
The man and woman could only
agree on a few things that she
could remove from the house.
The woman removed what things
they could agree on and left the
property after a long discussion
about everything. Both were advised that their separation was a
civil issue and they would have to
work through their lawyers and/
or judge to resolve issues if they
could not communicate.
April 14 — Officer Trumbull
was dispatched to domestic disturbance call in the 5200 block
of North Holder Court. He made
contact with a man who showed
him a temporary protection-fromabuse order to be served to the
man’s wife. She was at the residence collecting items and placing them in her vehicle. Trumbull
served the order and instructed
her to abide by the district court
order and leave the property.
April 14 — Officer Forman
arrested Angel Diane Purdie
of Wichita in the 5300 block of
North Lycee Court on a Bel Aire
warrant.
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Spring Festival
TOP RIGHT: Jayden, Jaci and Joia Wyatt
stopped by the face-painting tent at the Bel
Aire Easter Egg Hunt and Spring Festival at
the Bel Aire Recreation Center on April 8.
TOP LEFT: Hunters waited for the signal to
make a mad dash for the eggs.
ABOVE: Danielle, Adriel and Brody Gonzalez
wait to hunt eggs.
LEFT: Levi Goering flies a kite during the
Spring Festival.

Photos by Taylor Messick

Tasers

his decision to carry pepper spray and wished other
officers would replace the
Continued from Page 1
tasers in their belts with
pepper spray.
this was a moral issue
“I just do not like these
and couldn’t support the
types of weapons,” said
purchase of new tasers.
Becker. “It’s human nature
“I’m still concerned
for people to use what
about the effect a taser
they have and I like the
has on the human body
idea of pepper spray a lot
when fired,” said council better. I would love to see
member Guy MacDonald. us spend ten thousand dol“I understand that certain lars on more training and
people in our society com- more negotiating skills.
mit crimes and become
I’m proud of our police in
violent or aggressive and
Bel Aire because I haven’t
we want to control them;
heard any horror stories.
but some of those people
I’ve read things about
have medical conditions
other officers getting
and this could adversely
carried away in the heat
affect them.”
of the moment and that’s
Council member Rawhat we have to be aware
mona Becker also strongly of. So many times these
opposes the use of tasers. things are used for the
She praised Atteberry for

wrong people — people
with mental illness — and
they’re really hurt… And
$10,000 is a lot of money
for something you use two
times.”
Atteberry disagreed
with some of the points
brought up by MacDonald
and Becker. He made the
point that he has worn his
bulletproof vest every day
during his 36-year career
and was glad to have it,
although he had never
been shot.
Mayor David Austin
agreed.
“I hope to God we

never have to use (tasers),” said Austin. “I have
car insurance and I hope
to God I never have to
use it. I’ve seen — in my
very peaceful Bel Aire
neighborhood — a police
officer with a suspect who
was not complying. The
police officer said ‘stop
or you will be tased’ and
the person stopped. To
me, that’s worth it.”
Atteberry made it clear
that it’s likely he will
still move ahead with the
purchase of new tasers at
full price.
cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Proclaimed April 29, 2017
Arbor Day.
•Approved an ordinance authorizing the city to issue taxable IRBs to Empire Wall Systems by a unanimous vote.
•Accepted
a
resolution
approving the sale of Public
Building Commission taxable
refunding revenue bonds by a
unanimous vote.
•Accepted
a
bid
of
$303,035.90 from Kansas Paving for drainage improvements

in Phase 3 of the Courtyard
at Elk Creek by a unanimous
vote.
•Selected Hedgerow from
45th to Sunrise as a major
street project for the summer
of 2017 by a unanimous vote.
The total reconstruction cost is
estimated at $301,084.60.
Council
member
Peggy
O’Donnell was absent. There
was a 15 minute executive session and no binding action was
taken.

