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Outgoing council members are (front
from left) Guy MacDonald, Ramona
Becker and Diane Wynn. They said farewell Jan. 3.
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Basketball coaches from across the country, including Wichita State’s Gregg Marshall (center),
watch games and scout players at Wichita Hoops Academy.

Wichita Hoops Academy grows by
bringing top-tier athletics to Bel Aire
By Taylor Messick

W

ichita Hoops
Academy is growing.
The Bel Aire
business boasts
an impressive repertoire of coaches,
trainers, athletes and staff members.
Its growth has been garnering national attention.
Hoops Academy was started by
former Wichita State basketball
standout Jason Perez and his family
in November 2014. Perez finished
his career with the Shockers as the
all-time leader in steals and 3-pointers. He was inducted into the Shocker Sports Hall of Fame in 2014. Currently, he coaches Next Level Prep
and his team uses the facility.
The original plan was to create a
highly competitive basketball training facility. Phase one of the building included eight volleyball courts
along with six basketball courts. It
wasn’t enough.
In May 2016, six more basketball
and volleyball courts were added in a
second phase.
“Phase one is all high school regu-

Coaches are treated well at Wichita Hoops Academy. The facility
includes a private room to view live games on video monitors.

lation basketball courts,” said general
manager Justin Jarman. “Those are
84 by 50. We outgrew phase one and
wanted to add more courts so we
could get bigger tournaments and
higher level players. So we put in six
college regulation courts which are
94 by 50.”
At first, the academy tried
hosting its own tournaments but

received negative feedback from
other competitive youth basketball
organizations such as MAYB. Those
organizations viewed the academy’s
tournaments as competition and
many are also important tenants for
the academy, using the facility for
their own tournaments. The crew

Outgoing
council
members
sign oﬀ

Four new members sworn in
By Taylor Messick

Outgoing Bel Aire City Council members used
a short meeting agenda Jan. 3 as an opportunity
to say farewell.
The goodbyes were long and sometimes emotional. Outgoing council members Diane Wynn,
Ramona Becker and Guy MacDonald each said
farewell in their own ways during the first hour
of the meeting.
Each thanked the city staff and fellow council members for their work over the years. Each
also discussed what projects they felt most proud
of working on during their time on the council.
They painted a picture of what the city was like
before they took office and talked of their major
and minor achievements along the way.
The meeting had some odd moments. The
outgoing members did not relish giving up their
seats. It was a difficult night for each of them.
Moments outside of their emotional speeches
were marked with a tinge of tension, a familiar
atmosphere during recent council meetings.
There were frequent disagreements and hurt
feelings that often ended discussions abruptly.
A small item on the Jan. 3 meeting agenda
highlighted some of the issues. The council
discussed a proposal to give a $500 reward for
future winners of Bel Aire’s Christmas light
contest. It was an unplanned agenda item, but
it appeared to warrant a simple discussion and
approval. Instead, a miniature power struggle
ensued one more time.
Four new council members were sworn in

See HOOPS, Page 2

See COUNCIL, Page 5

City considers tax break for roo�ng business
bers were thorough when
questioning City Manager
On Jan. 16, the Bel Aire Ty Lasher about the specifCity Council approved
ics of the project and its
a letter of intent to issue
potential benefits to the city.
industrial revenue bonds to Lasher explained what the
Mahaney Roofing Inc. The cost-benefit analysis, which
business is looking at build- was submitted through
ing a 42,000-square-foot
Wichita State, revealed
office and warehouse in
about the project’s potential.
the Bel Aire Industrial Park
“They asked what kind
next to Wickham Glass.
of incentives we could give
New council memso we have an applicaBy Taylor Messick

tion that they fill out,” said
Lasher. “It explains the
number of jobs they’ll be
creating or bringing to the
city, the value of their building … if they’re going to
be bringing in out-of-state
guests. Those are the types
of questions we ask.”
Lasher explained that
the analysis estimates the
city would make $1.91
for every $1 of tax abate-

ment it would give for this
project. Mahaney Roofing
would employ 40 full-time
workers and their buildings
would be valued around $3
million. The city felt a 10year, sliding-scale property
tax abatement would be
appropriate.
“What I proposed was
basically a simple sliding
scale,” said Lasher. “The
first year they’d get 100

percent tax abatement. That
allows them to get into their
new building and get adjusted, buying furniture and
things like that. Then over
the next 10 years it drops to
30 percent and 20 percent;
in year 10 they’re basically
paying full property taxes.
That really allows them to
have some benefit over the
first few years as they’re
growing. Hopefully they

add more employees and
get more business by then
so they can start to pay their
property tax.”
Mayor David Austin was
also supportive, calling the
potential new business “exciting.” He pointed out that
the city currently collects a
small amount in property
tax from the land; he is also
See TAX, Page 5

Echo Hills project hits another snag
I-135 and was the home of
a former golf course, was
The Echo Hills commer- faced with lengthy delays
cial and residential develop- after a historical organizament in Park City is facing tion identified the site as
another setback.
a possible burial ground
On Jan., 23 the Park City for Native Americans. An
council received an update archaeological firm perfrom developer Mike
formed a study of the land
Loveland.
and determined that wasn’t
Last year, the project,
the case.
which is at 53rd North and
The latest delay centers
By Taylor Messick

on the planned apartment
complex.
The complex was
originally slated to be a
232-unit facility. However,
projects with more than 200
units must be submitted
for regional environmental
review through Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD).
If that were to happen,

Loveland said it’s possible
HUD could create more
hoops for the project to
jump through. The adjacent
wetlands at Chisholm Creek
and the Superfund site on
Broadway are both close
enough to the project to
raise potential issues.
To avoid that situation,
the apartment complex will
be temporarily re-designed

to eliminate two of the
original buildings. This will
start the apartment complex
with 196 units, with the
possibility of adding the
other 36 in the future.
The plans for the
complex will be slightly
tweaked and resubmitted
for approval. Loveland said
he expects that process to
take about 45 days; but it

will also bypass some other
potential delays from HUD.
Loveland also said that
the project is close to announcing the major, national store that will be one of
the anchor tenants. He said
there is major interest from
four or five restaurants, as
well. He hopes to announce
some of the tenants next
month.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Shoebox
full of drugs

survived a vehicle wreck
after seeing what the car
went through.
On Dec. 19, police
were
dispatched to check
A man who refused
the welfare of a woman
to transport a shoebox of
marijuana received threat- walking on the west side
of Greenwich near K-254
ening messages from the
owner of the box, Bel Aire and 53rd. Police located
the woman, who was
police reported.
walking with what turned
On Dec. 16, a man
told police that he travels out to be a Good Samaritan.
between Oklahoma City
Police said it was apand Wichita transportparent
that the woman
ing various objects for
struggled
to articulate
people. One object he
why
she
was
out walking
was transporting was a
white shoebox containing on the road alone late at
night. Police discovered
a substantial amount of
the woman had an active
marijuana.
warrant, so she was arThe marijuana and
rested and taken to jail.
container were given to
Later in the morning,
the Wichita Police Departa
caller
reported seeing a
ment.
vehicle
in
a field northeast
Shortly after, the man
of 53rd and Greenwich.
received messages via
Facebook Messenger. The During that investigation
it was discovered that the
sender expressed disconcar was registered to the
tent about not receiving
his package, sending vari- woman who was walking.
Apparently, the woman
ous threats, police said.
was
traveling east on
— The Breeze staff
53rd when the vehicle left
the road, went through
the field at a high speed,
severed three six-inch
cedar trees and launched
over the north side of
Bel Aire police were
the railroad tracks. The
surprised that a driver
vehicle came to rest on the

Woman OK
after car wreck

south side of the railroad
tracks against the fence of
a private residence. The
vehicle had severe damage
and was towed from the
scene.
— The Breeze staff

called police. The homeowner said she evicted the
man from one of her rental
properties last summer,
and the property owners
had a protection-fromstalking order against the
man.
Officers checked recent
911 calls and confirmed
that the man made three
alarming calls about the
same residence during the
In a form of “swatting,” past 30 days. They were
a local man was arrested
found to be false and the
after allegedly making
man was named as a posfour fake phone calls to
sible suspect at the time.
police about emergency
After the most recent
situations at a Bel Aire
call, officers went to the
residence in an apparent
man’s residence. Jose
effort to retaliate against
Oshel was arrested on
the residents there.
charges of stalking, violaOn Jan. 4, Bel Aire
tion of a protection order
police were dispatched to and giving false alarm
a welfare check at a resicalls to 911.
dence in the 4800 block
— The Breeze staff
of North Farmstead. A
man told dispatchers that
his son was babysitting at
the home and that while
speaking with his son he
heard gunshots before the
call was disconnected.
An alert construction
Officers met the howorker may have saved
meowner and saw three
a woman from further
minors inside. Everyone
injury after she was atwas OK.
tacked by dogs in Bel
The residents said they Aire Jan. 5.
didn’t know the son but
Bel Aire police
they knew the man who
responded to a report

Man arrested
after false call

Woman saved
from attack

of a vicious dog in the
5300 block of North
Rock Springs. A woman
had bite wounds on her
right hand and arm and
a large amount of blood
all over her body, police
said. EMS transported
the woman to Wesley
Medical Center. Animal
Control came and put
the animals on a 10-day
quarantine.
A man with a construction company working nearby witnessed the
incident and came to the
woman’s aid by jumping
the fence and keeping the
dogs back with a shovel.
In a separate incident,
a woman in the 5800
block of Hanover was
taken to the hospital with
a dog bite Jan. 11.
Police said the woman
reported that she tried
to take away a Marco’s
sandwich bag from her
dachshund, and the dog
bit her hand. The woman
could not get in touch
with her daughter to take
her to the hospital. EMS
took her to Wesley Medical Center.
— The Breeze staff

Homeowner
�nds stranger

How’s this for a rude
awakening?
On Dec. 28, Bel Aire
officers responded to a
burglary at a residence in
the 5200 block of Rock
Springs.
The homeowner said
someone pounded on the
door of the residence and
yelled for “John.” Then
she heard a loud bang.
As the homeowner
walked into the living
room, she saw a black
male about 5 feet 8 inches
tall wearing a red jacket
with a black shirt, gold
chain and work boots
standing in the room. The
subject yelled an expletive, turned around and ran
from the house.
The subject got into a
silver Nissan and drove
off.
The homeowner was
unable to get a license
plate number.
Officers saw damage to
the front door indicating it
was forced open.
Officers were unable to
locate the suspect.
— The Breeze staff

Civics lesson
Sunrise Christian Academy students
listen to Mayor David Austin, City
Manager Ty Lasher, police officers
and others as the tour Bel Aire City
Hall and learn about local government Jan. 25. The students held a
mock city council meeting as well.

Hoops
Continued from Page 1

at the academy thought
it would be in their best
interest to comply with
the bigger organizations to
continue getting their business. The plan has worked
well so far and the facility
continues to attract toptier organizations. Hoops
Academy already has 32
basketball tournaments on
the books for this year.
“GASO is an acronym
for Great American Shootout,” said marketing director Clay Boatright. “It was
originally based out of Texas by Mike Kunstadt, who
is known as the grandfather
of AAU basketball. We’ve
had three events each year
for them and they bring in
80 to 100 teams from the
Midwest and South. The
Jerry Mullens tournaments
are the top 80 prep teams
in the nation and the top
100 JUCOs. Those are toptier teams from across the
country. PBR is Premier
Basketball Report and
that’s girls basketball teams
from across the country.”
The Wichita Hoops
League is a highly competitive league that is run
internally at the academy.
It has grown substantially
recently and has proven
to be a successful local
program for serious players
looking for the best competition and coaching. Teams
in the league get the full
benefit of what the facility
has to offer; that includes
scheduled practices on
the court and strength and
conditioning in the training
room. The facility’s athletic
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A court is set up to play futsal (indoor soccer)
at Wichita Hoops Academy.

Courtesy photos

A large crowd gathers around one of the courts to watch a game. In
2016, Wichita Hoops added six basketball and volleyball courts.

trainer (and director of the
Wichita Hoops League) is
Tim Simoneau of PureFormance, who has trained
the likes of Buddy Hield
and Perry Ellis. The facility
even has a chiropractic and
massage room where services are offered by local
chiropractor Alvin Dodson.
All coaches of the
competitive squads are
vetted through the program
for quality. The coaches
have knowledge of the
game regardless of their
backgrounds, and some are
even ex-players like Perez
and another great Shocker
point guard, Jerome
“Fridge” Holman.
The high level of play
often attracts some bigname college basketball
coaches to recruit players,
as well. All three major
Kansas college basketball coaches — Bill Self,
Gregg Marshall and Bruce
Weber — have recruited
at the facility. They’ll see
Marshall as often as once a
month. Women’s coaches
from Wichita State and the
Big 12 also recruit at the
facility.
Other aspects that make
the 110,000-square-foot
facility so attractive for college coaches to visit (besides the high level of play)

are the accommodations.
Those coaches will rarely
be seen at the facility even
when they’re visiting. They
have their own, secure
entrance that leads to an
viewing lounge equipped
with two-way mirrors in
the windows so they can
watch the games from the
top level of the building
without being seen. The
lounge also has monitors upon which coaches
can watch games. Athlete
Vision is another recruiting tool at the facility that
coaches and players enjoy.
“It’s high-definition
cameras on every court,”
said Boatright. “They
sync up the rosters and
teams and create player
profiles. It’s for recruitment; you can make your
own highlight reels from
the video we provide here.
No one else in the area
has that. They’re from the
East Coast and we’re the
first ones out here to get
it. Coaches can get film
on their teams and players. And actually, college
coaches can log in online
and watch any game that’s
going on.”
Of course, there is still
plenty of room for those
who are less skilled or
developed. The academy

takes a hands-on approach
to making sure the players
are working hard, learning and having fun. They
emphasize competition
and said their main goal is
to make sure games being
played at the facility aren’t
blowouts. They want teams
playing against the right
level of competition at all
times to get better.
There are even opportunities for those looking
to improve their skills to
come to camps with some
prominent players. Xavier
McDaniel, Cheese Johnson and Aubrey Sherrod
have hosted camps. Other
younger players like
Frank Mason, Devante’
Graham, and Cleanthony
Early have also hosted
camps.
But basketball play-

ers aren’t the only ones
improving their skills at
Wichita Hoops Academy. Another successful
sport at the academy is
volleyball. Deb Phillips
is the founder of Club
Chaos and has organized
competitive volleyball
tournaments in the area for
years. The Hoops Academy crew was more than
happy to add her to the list
of big-time coaches to join
the program. They have
12 tournaments scheduled
this year so far and those
tournaments will average about 35 teams from
across the Midwest. The
Hoops Academy crew
gives Phillips credit for
single-handedly growing
the program.
But that still isn’t all
the academy offers. With
so much space, they crew
is constantly looking for
ways to occupy the facility.
In addition to basketball
and volleyball, they’ve
now started pickleball and
futsal leagues.
Pickleball players can
pay $5 per session or $15

per month and courts are
available every day. There
are about 100 monthly
members who get together
at their convenience for
pick-up games. The game
and the facility are hits
with seniors.
Many have noticed that
the academy is a prime
place to get in a pain-free
workout. That’s because
the wooden floors are made
with a newer technology
that places them atop a
large number of rubber
balls. This gives the floor
more of a cushion than a
standard wood floor and it
is more comfortable to run
and jump on for anyone
with achy joints.
Futsal (indoor soccer)
is one of the academy’s
newest additions. The crew
has been impressed with
the sport’s popularity and
said there are diverse age
groups that enjoy playing
the sport.
They said they have
kept an open mind and
have also considered bringing in other activities, such
as wrestling and yoga.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Recreation
COED INDOOR SOCCER
For boys and girls ages 4 through
11. Games will be played Saturdays
beginning March 10. Prac�ces will
be set up by coaches on weeknights beginning the week of Feb.
26. Registra�on deadline is Feb.
19.
WICHITA HEIGHTS JUNIOR
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL LEAGUES
For boys ages 11-14 and girls ages
11-15. The deadline to sign up is
Feb. 19. Registra�on restric�ons
apply; please call for more informa�on.
BLASTBALL
A coed introductory T-ball program
for 4-year-olds that teaches the fundamentals and concepts of baseball
while having fun. It’s a blast! Played
Tuesday and Thursday evenings
beginning April 17.
TAEKWONDO (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet from 5 to 6 p.m. Monday and Friday or from 6:45 to 7:45
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. These
are great classes for beginners to
black belts.
YOGA
Classes are held from 6 to 7 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays. Par�cipants must provide their own yoga
mat. Teens & adults can join at any
�me.
BARN QUILT WORKSHOP
Bring the beauty of quilts to the
city. No skills needed for this class.
You will take home a ﬁnished
project. Space is limited, please call
to reserve a spot. Meets the ﬁrst
Saturday morning of each month.

BOYS BASKETBALL
For ages 5 through 11. Games will be
played Saturdays beginning Jan. 13.
Registra�on deadline has passed but
limited openings remain.
YOUNG REMBRANDTS
Provides children with comprehensive art literacy that serves them
well not just at the drawing table,
but in school and into adulthood.
LINE DANCING
This beneﬁts the en�re body. It
can help you lose weight, improve
balance and coordina�on, increase
muscle and bone strength, and the
best part — it’s FUN! Monday and
Friday a�ernoon classes are held in
the community room at City Hall.
FITNESS CENTER (ages 16 & up)
The Fitness Center consists of ellip�cal cross trainers, treadmills,
recumbent bike, mul�sta�on
weight machine and free weights.
There is no charge for pass holders,
or it is available with the purchase
of a daily pass.
LIFE LINE SCREENING
Life Line Screenings go beyond
regular checkups to look inside
your arteries for sign of plaque
build-up. Five screenings: caro�d
artery/plaque screening, heart
rhythm screening, abdominal aor�c aneurysm screening, peripheral
disease screening and osteoporosis
risk assessment. Register by either
calling toll free at 866-229-0469 or
go online to www.lifelinescreening.
com/cpmmunitycircle.
For more info about any Bel Aire
recrea�on programs, call 7442700.

Community Events

Feb. 6 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 7 — Bel Aire Chamber of Commerce meeting, noon.
Feb. 8 — Bel Aire Lions Club fundraising night, 3 to 8 p.m.,
Delano BBQ (percentage of sales go to the Club)
Feb. 14 — Bel Aire Lions Club, 11:30 a.m., Gospel Assembly Church
Feb. 15 — Planning Commission, 6 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 20 — UAC meeting, City Hall, 4 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 20 — City Council meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 22 — CDC meeting, 7 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 25 — CCUA meeting, 4:30 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 28 — Bel Aire Lions Club, 11:30 a.m., Gospel Assembly Church

Bel Aire Seniors
All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior
Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check out
with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North
744-2700

Weekly Events
Bel Aire Walkers – Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
Line Dance Class — Monday 1:30 p.m., Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
Bridge Games – Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics – Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast – Fridays 9 a.m., various locations

Monthly & Special Events
Feb. 1, 1 p.m. — Game day, Rec Center
Feb. 5, 6:30 p.m. — Potluck dinner and program: The Riverside Park
Zoo, with Jim Mason.
Feb. 7, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time
Feb. 8, 2 p.m. — A Healthy Heart for Life and blood pressure clinic,
Angels Care Home Health
Feb. 14, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
Feb. 14, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center
Feb. 16, 11 a.m. — Advanced directives with Teresa Hatﬁeld.
RSVP to 744-2451.
Feb. 20, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out, call Anita for info, 744-2840
Feb. 21, 10:15 a.m. — Senior aerobics brunch
Feb. 21, noon — Lunch and movie at Regent Senior Living.
RSVP by Feb. 19 to 744-2451
Feb. 21, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
Feb. 23, 9 a.m. — Foot care with Hermes Health Care, Senior Room.
Feb. 26, 12:30 p.m. — Covered dish dinner and program, Rec Center
Feb. 28, 2 p.m. — Coloring and conversation, Senior Center
Feb. 28, 7 p.m. — Bunko (by RSVP), Senior Center
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Mayor’s
corner

Lions plea
for members

Our Bel Aire Lions Club
During February, we are
was chartered in May 2009 by launching an aggressive
dedicated members who have
membership campaign to the
continued to provide service
citizens and business commuBy David Austin
to
the
community.
Through
nity. We will have a memberLions Club International
fundraising efforts, we have
ship meeting Feb. 14 to share
was
founded
in
Chicago
in
n January, we welprovided
many
projects
and
more about Lions and will
1917 by 38-year-old business
comed in the new
services
in
Bel
Aire
and
the
personally contact interested
leader Melvin Jones, who with
city council memlocal
area.
parties throughout the month of
like-minded leaders wanted to
To continue our service
February.
bers with a special work for the betterment of their
projects,
we,
like
any
civic
HELP US SERVE. JOIN
ceremony on Jan.
communities. From that first
organization,
need
members.
THE
LIONS.
11. Then it was right to
meeting to today, 100 years latContact me at
work with an all-day ori- er, the Lions have grown to 1.4 Our average member is approaching 70 years of age. We gopapa440@yahoo.com or
entation the next Saturday. million members with 46,000
are aggressively looking for
655-5502. Meeting are held at
clubs in over 200 countries
Each member has a
new
and
younger
members
to
Gospel Assembly Church, 4230
worldwide. Our mission statenew profile uploaded to
help
the
club
grow
and
provide
N. Oliver, in Bel Aire.
ment “empowering volunteers
the www.belaireks.gov
service. Without new members,
— Bel Aire Lions Club
to
serve
their
communities,
and
website. I encourage you
the
Bel
Aire
Lions,
like
other
Membership
Chairman
meet humanitarian needs” has
to get to know them and
volunteer
service
organizations,
Gary
O’Neal
never wavered.
feel free to contact any
could soon cease to exist.
member of your governing
body with any concerns or
comments you may have.
On Jan. 26, Bel Aire
played host to the Winter
The following Bel
ship; Nikita Hammond,
arship; and Paige Posson, average of 3.60 for the
2018 Regional Mayor’s
Aire students received the Memorial Scholarship;
Foundation Scholarship,
semester. They are ChrisSummit.
scholarships listed from
Braden Hoch, Mary
Marion Herfort Pelton
topher Michael Jacobs, a
Kansas State University
Lewnes Albrecht, KanMusic Scholarship Fund. sophomore majoring in
for the 2017-18 academic sas Greenhouse Growers
†††
information networking
year: Matthew Brooks,
Association Scholarship;
Two Bel Aire students and telecommunications
Foundation Plus Scholar- Tamara Huff, Arthur and
were named to the dean’s (computer networking);
On Jan. 16, your govern- ship, Lawrence E. and
Mary Davis Scholarship; honor roll for the fall
Bel Aire (67226): Jamison
ing body elected Justin
Martha J. Stover EngiJasmine Jackson, KBOR
2017 semester at Fort
Bond, an undeclared
Smith as council president
neering Scholarship; John Transition to Teach
Hays State University by freshman; and Keagan
for 2018; signed a letter of
Dolechek, Achievement
Scholarship; Andrew
completing 12 or more
Ray Davis, a junior
intent with Mahaney Roof- Award, Victor Regnier
Kempf, Finance Advisory credit hours and earning
majoring in art (graphic
ing to construct a 42,000Architecture ScholarBoard, Medallion Schol- a minimum grade point
design).
square-foot warehouse and
office building. They plan
to employ over 40 individuals and will build in the
Sunflower Commerce Park.
We also signed a services contract with Payne
We’re a two-dog famTownship for road mainily.
tenance of 53rd Street east
We adopted a dog from
of Greenwich one half mile the humane society in
and a quarter-mile section
Newton last month.
Out of
of 127th Street. Both streets
Indy, a 3-year-old
will be maintained by the
the office
Silky Terrier, seems to be
township for the same cost fitting in nicely, although
By Chris Strunk
as what Bel Aire spends
he was met with some
on equipment usage and
initial opposition from
man hours for servicing the the 10-year-old diva of
outside. On winter mornroad. This means Bel Aire
the house, Tina, a terrier
saves a lot of wear and tear mix who has been an only ings, we’d break the ice
on their five-gallon water
on its maintainer and won’t “child” since we adopted
buckets before we went
have to transport it over two her about a year ago.
to school. We bought dog
miles just to maintain that
Tina still growls her
food in huge bags.
section.
disapproval from time
We also had Rascal and
to time, especially when
Riley,
smaller dogs that
Indy tries to push her out
were
just
as tough. I’m
of the way as she cuddles
not
sure
what
happened to We welcomed Indy into the family last month.
up with one of us on the
New City Hall hours
Rascal,
but
Riley
was still He’s a bundle of energy and curiosity.
also began in January. Dur- couch.
no
match
for
a
car.
Indy is a youngster
ing the first week, which
Neither was Duke, who
with
boundless energy.
was only three days long, I
got
hit on two separate oc- Indy was adopted by
signed the papers, paid
am excited to announce two Tina is an old lady who
casions.
The
second
time,
another
family,
which
the fee and brought him to
appreciates peace and
individuals visited before
he was hurt so badly, the
quickly learned wasn’t
our house Jan. 11.
quiet.
8 a.m. Others have visited
neighbor came over with
suited for his demeanor.
He promptly pooped in
They
make
quite
the
City Hall taking advantage
a pistol and ended Duke’s
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of the extended hours. Your
pain for him.
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Indy is the first pureCity Hall staff are here to
Man, that was a trauHe shook like a leaf
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ever
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serve you from 7:30 a.m. to
matic scene for an 8-year- when we visited him,
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like
a
Yorkshire
5:30 p.m. Mondays through
old boy to witness.
probably fearing he was
Indy likes to bark,
Terrier,
but
with
golden
Thursdays and until 1 p.m.
Though
Indy’s
begingoing
to
another
new
enhair designed to grow out
on Fridays. This move alnings appear to have been vironment. It’s a shame he
real long.
lows those who work 8 to
more refined, his road to
was bounced from home
I told wife Lisa that I
5 to be able to take care of
our home was a bit rocky. to home.
didn’t
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the
long
hair.
city business before or after
Apparently, one of
After spending several
We plan to keep it short.
work.
Indy’s
original owners
minutes with Indy, we
Indy’s
given
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is
Another new is CCUA
became ill and couldn’t
Suzie’s Mr. Independent.
meetings. The Chisholm
care for him, so they surCreek Utility Authority will He came with papers and
rendered him to Caring
Ryan‛s Dog
move its meeting from Park everything, a dog with
Hands Humane Society.
documented lineage.
City to Bel Aire City Hall
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Our other dogs were
in 2018. They will return to
217
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Park City in 2019 and alKechi,
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Even the dogs I grew
ternate each year after that.
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Duke and Champ. They
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were big, tough dogs that
spent most of their lives

I

PEOPLE

First meeting

†††
Kelsey Appl, Matthew
Brooks, Andrew Kempf,
Paige Posson and Isaac
Smallwood, all of Bel
Aire, earned academic
honors in the fall 2017
semester at Kansas State
university.
They were recognized
for earning a grade point
average of 3.75 or higher
on at least 12 credit hours.

Second dog requires adjustment

New in January

Spring is
in the air

something we’re all trying
to get used to. If he hears
a car drive by or a door
shut, he’ll get going.
It’s a bit annoying, but
sometimes it’s entertaining, especially when he
barks at the basketball
players on TV or the
reflections on the slidingglass door.
Indy is good for Tina.
Wherever Indy goes,
Tina follows, fearing
she’s missing out on some
snacks or something. It’s
good exercise for her.
I think Indy is going
to be a good pet for the
family.
Even Tina.
Chris Strunk is
publisher of The Bel
Aire Breeze. Reach
him at 755-0821,
news@arkvalleynews.com
or on Facebook.

CLASSIFIEDS
20 Help Wanted

And while it feels like
we just made it through
the holidays, it is time
to start thinking spring
already. From 1 to 3 p.m.
March 24, it is the Easter Egg Hunt and spring
festival at the Bel Aire
Recreation Center.

Advertise HERE!! 755-0821

20 Help Wanted
The City of Halstead is currently accepting applications for
the position of Assistant City Superintendent. A High School Diploma or GED is required, and
a technical degree or some college credit in related disciplines
is preferred. Must have a valid
Kansas Driver’s License and a
Class II Wastewater Certiﬁcation
or a Class II Water Certiﬁcation
from the State of Kansas or the
ability to obtain within 2 years.
Four to six years of experience
in a related ﬁeld is required.
Pre-employment drug test and
physical are required. Residency required within 20 minutes of
Halstead city limits within the ﬁrst
6 months of employment. Salary
DOQ. Position open until ﬁlled.
Applications available at Halstead City Hall or online at www.
halsteadks.com. Applicants may
also apply at www.hrepartners.
The City of Halstead is cur- com. The City of Halstead is an
rently accepting applications EOE employer.
for the position of Maintenance
BINDERY STITCHER HELPWorker. High School diploma,
ER. Printing company looking
GED, or satisfactory complefor 1st shift, FT help. Experition of written City exam reence preferred but will train
quired. Previous experience
right candidate. Apply in person
with general maintenance,
160 S. Sheridan, Valley Center.
gas and water systems, and
EOE
equipment operation preferred.
Pre-employment drug test and
physical are required. Residency required within 20 minutes
of Halstead city limits within the
ﬁrst 6 months of employment.
Salary DOQ. Position open until ﬁlled. Applications available
at Halstead City Hall and online
at www.halsteadks.com. Applicants may also apply at www.
hrepartners.com. The City of
Halstead is an EOE employer.

FEBRUARY 2018 • BEL AIRE BREEZE PAGE 5

DEATHS
LESTER HOWARD
Lester W. Howard, 84,
died Dec. 31, 2017.
He was born June 15,
1933, to Francis and Nellie
Howard in Friendly, W.Va.
He was retired from the
U.S. Air Force after 21
years of service.
He was preceded in
death by his parents, three
brothers and one sister.
Survivors include children,
Robert Howard, Ramona
Thronson, Patrick (Mary)
Howard, Michael (Lisa)
Howard and Don Howard;
sister Ruth Dearth; six
grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren.
A memorial service was
held Jan. 6 at Affinity All
Faiths Mortuary, Wichita. A
memorial has been established in his name with
Good Shepherd Hospice,
7829 E. Rockhill, Suite
403, Wichita KS 67206.
ROY RICKARDS

Roy L. Rickards, Jr., 92,
died Jan. 3, 2018. He was
retired from Koch.
He was preceded in
death by his wife, Frances
Lee Rickards; grandson
Robert Rickards; siblings
Lois, Don and Helen; and
parents Roy Sr. and Edna
Rickards. Survivors include
son Gary Rickards of North
Carolina; daughter Vicki
(Jim) Shepard of Bel Aire;
grandchildren Kevin Don
(Albina) Davidson, Christopher Rickards and Ashley
Rickards; and great-grandchildren Wynter and Hunter
Davidson.
A memorial service was

held
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MARY WILLIAMS
Lenexa; brother Ray Walker
Mary Jean (Walker)
of Wichita; grandchildren
Williams, 78, died Jan. 12, Brent and Logan Person
2018. She was a retired
of Florence, Ginny (Chad)
registered nurse.
Eldred of Bel Aire, Dalton
She was born May 23,
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phie Eldred, Noelle Eldred
room at St. Joseph Hospital and Luke Bullinger.
in Wichita and at the Red
Funeral Mass was Jan.
Cross before becoming a
15 at St. Elizabeth Ann
school nurse at Bishop Car- Seton Catholic Church,
roll Catholic High School
with burial at Resurrection
for 24 years. After her
Cemetery, both in Wichita.
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8101 W. Central, Wichita
She was preceded in
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Twilight Lane, Lenexa KS
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Courtesy photo

Joining Bel Aire Mayor David Austin (far right) are new council members (from left) Jeff Elshoff, Jeff Hawes, Justin Smith and Jim Benage
after swearing in Jan. 8.

Tax
Continued from Page 1

hopeful that the area will
continue to grow.
“I just want to remind
everybody that this is an
empty lot,” said Austin.
“They’ll start paying taxes
the very next year after they
get started. The other thing
to keep in mind is getting

Council

more businesses in there
attracts more businesses.
That’s the position we’re in
and need to be looking at
with our economic development.”

•Unanimously approved a
services contract with the Payne
Township for maintenance of 53rd
Street going east of Greenwich
Road one half a mile and a quarter mile section of 127th Street
south of 53rd Street. The city will
In other business, the coun- pay $10,000 for initial repairs and
$4,500 a year for maintenance.
cil:
•Unanimously approved a
•Unanimously elected Justin
Smith as council president for development services agreement
with MKEC for replating of nine
2018.
•Unanimously appointed Anne city owned lots in Elk Creek at a
Stephens as a voting delegate cost of $38,500.
All members of the council
and Dave Leiker as an alternate
for the 2018 Kansas Rural Water were present. There was no executive session taken.
Association.

In other business Jan. 3, the
council:

•Unanimously approved a
sewer agreement for Oliver
and Woodlawn sewer mains by
and between the Bel Aire and
Wichita.
•Unanimously appointed Jeff
Hawes, Jeff Elshoff, Justin Smith,
Jim Benage and David Austin to
the Bel Aire Land Bank.

•Unanimously approved an
ordinance adopting the recodification of ordinances of Bel Aire
for 2017.
•Unanimously approved an
addendum to existing wholesale
water sales agreement by and
between Bel Aire and Wichita.

with a black shirt, gold chain and
work boots standing in the room.
The subject yelled an expletive,
turned around and ran from the
house. The subject got into a silver Nissan. Officers saw damage
to the front door where forced entry had been made. Officers were
unable to locate the suspect.
Dec. 29 — Two dogs were
found running at-large in the
4300 block of North Rushwood
Court. The animals were placed
in the care of Sedgwick County
Animal Control.
Dec. 30 — Officer Steele arrested John D. Tatum in Kechi on
a warrant.
Dec. 30 — Officer Gibson responded to a non-injury accident
in the 4000 block of North Woodlawn. A driver was cited for inattentive driving.
Dec. 31 — A woman reported
from the 5900 block of East 45th
reported that her common-law
spouse had been consuming alcohol with his brother, and she
reported that he shoved her down
as she demonstrated a two-handed pushing motion. A man reported being struck in the chest by the
woman. No arrests were made.
Dec. 31 — Officer Steele responded to the discovery that four
vehicles in a neighborhood in the
4200 block of North Country Lane
had been egged.
Dec. 31 — Officer Steele responded to a burglary, criminal
damage and trespassing at an
uninhabited apartments under
construction in the 5600 block of
North Lycee. An over-the-counter
microwave oven was missing from
one apartment and a diesel generator was missing from another
apartment. All of the apartments,
except one, had damage as a
consequence of forced entry.
Jan. 2 — Officer Steele responded to a larceny at a construction site in the 8400 block of
East Deer Run. Forty sheets of 10foot zip board were missing. The
boards had been resting upon
construction equipment. Loss was
estimated at $1,600. Additional
incidents of damage were reported at the construction site.
Jan. 3 — Officer Trumbull took
a report of vandalism in the 5000
block of East Willow Point Court.
A truck was vandalized with eggs.
The owner said he may have
video of the suspect on his home
surveillance system.
Jan. 3 — Officer Roney responded to a larceny in the 4500
block of North Woodlow Court.
About $1,400 worth of women’s
softball equipment was taken
from the back of a vehicle.
Jan. 4 — Officers were dispatched to a welfare check in the
4800 block of North Farmstead. A
man told dispatchers that his son
was babysitting at a residence
and that while speaking with his
son he heard gunshots before
the call was disconnected. Officers responded to the residence
and met the homeowner and
saw three minors inside. They
said they didn’t know the son
but knew the man who called
police. The homeowner said she
evicted the man from one of her
rental properties last summer. The
property owners had a protectionfrom-stalking order against the
man. Officers checked recent 911
calls and confirmed that the man
made three alarming calls about
the same residence during the
past 30 days. They were found to
be false and the man was named
as a possible suspect. Officers
went to the man’s residence. Jose
Oshel was arrested on charges of

stalking, violation of a protection
order, and giving false alarm calls
to 911.
Jan. 4 — Officers responded
to a burglary in progress in one
of the vacant apartment buildings still under construction at
the Broadstone Villas in the 5600
block of North Lycee. A tenant
reported seeing someone walk
through the second level of apartments with a flashlight. While
searching, officers found that an
apartment appeared to have been
pried open but the dead bolt was
locked and visible through a space
between the door jam and door.
Officers heard a noise from inside
the apartment and forced entry.
Officers searched the apartment
and found several coffee cups but
no occupants.
Jan. 5 — Lt. Foxx responded to
a call of a vicious dog in the 5300
block of North Rock Springs. A female had bite wounds on her right
hand and arm and a large amount
of blood all over her body. EMS
transported the female to Wesley
Medical Center. Animal Control
came and put the animals on a
10-day quarantine. A man with
a construction company working
nearby witnessed the incident and
came to the female’s aid by jumping the fence and keeping the
dogs back with a shovel.
Jan. 5 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 5200 block of North Oliver.
The driver was cited for expired
registration and driving with a
suspended license.
Jan. 5 — Officer Gibson took
a lost property report in the 4100
block of North Auburn. A woman
lost a wallet containing a driver’s
license, credit cards, $6 in cash
and a Starbucks gift card.
Jan. 6 — Officer Forman
stopped a vehicle for failing to
come to a complete stop at Oliver and 45th. Officers smelled the
odor of raw marijuana emitting for
the vehicle. Officers found a leafy
botanical substance in the vehicle.
The driver, who was juvenile, was
released to his parents.
Jan. 6 — Officers were dispatched to a domestic disturbance
that was called in by a juvenile in
the 5900 block of East 45th. The
boy claimed his stepmother struck
his father. The stepmother was
arrested on a charge of domestic
violence. The suspect’s name was
not available.
Jan. 7 — A woman from the
4500 block of Westlake Court reported that her husband grabbed
her wrists and spit on her because
she asked him why his laundry
was separated from the family’s
laundry. No marks or spit could be
documented.
Jan. 8 — A Bel Aire Municipal Court judge ordered Dustin
L. Milham taken into custody for
contempt after violating the conditions of his court-ordered drug
use and no contact with another
person.
Jan. 9 — A woman in the
5100 block of East 53rd reported
discovering a dog on her property
during the midmorning. The dog
had no collar. The animal was later
transported to the Wichita Animal
Shelter. There were no apparent
information regarding lost animals
reported to the police department
during first shift.
Jan. 9 — A woman reported
to police that she had been in
front of the police department to
retrieve her daughter, and a man
“was so mad.” The two argued,
and the man slammed her vehicle
door, which damaged the window.
The woman reported the man fol-

lowed her and she reported a domestic battery incident.
Jan. 9 — Officers arrested
Austin Weiser in the 4600 block
of North Hydraulic on a Bel Aire
warrant.
Jan. 10 — Officers conducted
a stand by to prevent a disturbance in the 5100 block of North
Remington.
Jan. 10 —A man in the 6600
block of East Summerside reported that his neighbor or someone
in her family entered his residence
when he wasn’t home and took
an Iphone 7 along with a small
bottle of whiskey.
Jan. 10 — Officers responded
to a burglary report at an unoccupied residence in the 4000 block
of North Harding. The victim reported the back sliding door was
open and thought that maybe the
extra track lock was not put back
on. There were no signs of forced
entry on either door. The victim
reported missing a Cobalt tile saw
and a 12-inch Dewalt table saw.
The suspect also moved a bathroom vanity from the back of the
house to the living room.
Jan. 11 — Officers responded
to a call of a domestic disturbance
in the 6000 block of East Clarendon. A male reported that he was
punched in the face and lost his
glasses. His story kept changing. Another male reported that
the first male was upset that his
grandmother was paying the second male’s bill, so he picked up
the male’s phone and told him he
was going to call 911 and adult
protective services. There was
a scuffle for the phone and the
male’s glasses fell off. Both parties agreed to separate for the
evening.
Jan. 11 — A resident in the
5800 block of Hanover reported
that she tried to take away a
Marco’s sandwich bag from her
dachshund named Teddy, and
the dog bit her hand. The woman
could not get a hold of her daughter to take her to the hospital.
EMS took her to Wesley Medical
Center.
Jan. 12 — A student at Northeast Magnet High School was issued a juvenile notice to appear
for possession of marijuana on
school property.
Jan. 12 — Officers arrested
Isaac S. Buller on a Bel Aire warrant.
Jan. 13 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle in the 6000
block of East 45th for traffic violations. The driver was cited for
failing to maintain a single lane,
defective headlamp and driving
with a suspended license.
Jan. 14 — Officers responded
to a call of a domestic disturbance
at the Broadstone Villas apartment complex in the 5600 block
of North Lycee. The calling party
said she and the suspect had a
verbal disagreement, which led
to her throwing a ring and the
suspect throwing a cellphone and
a bucket. Both said neither contacted each other. The suspect
decided it was best to move out
and started to remove his belongings. Both parties agreed to separate for the evening.
Jan. 14 —Officer Gibson observed a German shepherd in
a trap placed in the 4100 block
of North Battin to catch him.
Sedgwick County Animal Control
said that it would be either Monday or Tuesday before they could
pick him up. Wichita Animal Control was contacted and was able
to pick him up and take him to the
Humane Society.

Continued from Page 1
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Dec. 15 — A landlord contacted the Bel Aire Police Department
regarding two of her community
mailboxes being knocked down
sometime in the 6300 block of
East Quail Ridge. Estimated damage was $100.
Dec. 15 — A man from the
3800 block of North Oliver alleged
that his ex-wife’s boyfriend texted
him rude and threatening messages.
Dec. 16 — A man from the
4900 block of North Highland
reported his estranged spouse
would not permit him to take their
daughter because she was sick.
Dec. 16 — A man from the
4000 block of North Danbury reported that he travels between
Oklahoma City and Wichita transporting various objects for people.
One object he was transporting
was a white shoebox containing a
substantial amount of marijuana.
The marijuana and container were
given to the Wichita Police Department. Shortly after, the man
received messages via Facebook
Messenger. The sender displayed
discontent about not receiving his
package. The sender transmitted
various threats to the man.
Dec. 17 — Officers Forman
and Crouse were dispatched to
a disturbance call in the 6800
block of East Odessa. The homeowner said he had a Christmas
party with employees and friends.
The homeowner said one of the
attendees struck a woman after
a verbal altercation. The officers
attempted to speak with the suspect who refused to comply with
commands or answer questions.
All individuals involved were heavily intoxicated. The woman had
visible injuries. The man, Dylan
James Stephens of Park City, was
arrested on charges of interference with law enforcement and
simple battery.
Dec. 17 — A woman from
the 5500 block of East Falcon
Lane reported that her daughter
was off of her medications. This
caused the daughter to be paranoid. Although she was paranoid,
she was not a harm to herself or
others. She refused to go to the
hospital for evaluation.
Dec. 18 — A woman from the
7100 block of East 45th North reported coming out of the Spiritual
Life Center and finding her vehicle’s driver side window smashed.
An electric guitar, mandolin and
DVDs were missing from the vehicle. No suspects were identified.
Dec. 19 — Officer Crouse was
dispatched to check the welfare
of a woman walking on the west
side of Greenwich near K-254 and
53rd. He located the woman in the
company of a Good Samaritan.
While with the female walking, it
was apparent she struggled to articulate logical statements regarding her whereabouts and where
she was walking to or from. The
woman, Tonna S. Hardgraves,
had a warrant so she was arrested and booked into the Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility.
Later in the morning, a caller reported seeing a vehicle in the field
northeast of 53rd and Greenwich.
During that investigation it was
discovered that a car registered
to the woman had been traveling east on 53rd when it left the
roadway, went through the field
at a high speed, severed three
six-inch cedar trees and launched
over the north side of the railroad
tracks. The vehicle came to rest
on the south side of the railroad
tracks against a fence for a private
residence. The vehicle had severe
damage and was towed from the

scene. It is unknown how the
woman survived the crash.
Dec. 20 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 4500 block of East 45th. Officer detected a strong smell of
burnt marijuana from the vehicle.
Officer located a green Swisher
Sweet brand package containing marijuana. The man was issued a notice to appear in court
for possession of marijuana and
paraphernalia. He was also cited
for speeding.
Dec. 20 — Officers Crouse,
Forman and Steele responded to
a domestic violence disturbance
at an apartment in the 5600 block
of North Lycee. The calling party
said a male and female were
fighting in the apartment. Officers
found the front door ajar. A woman was inside screaming in anger.
The officers attempted to inquire
what happened but she was not
able to control her emotions. A
man inside the residence was
able to tell the officers that there
were no domestic issues. He said
the woman had misplaced her cell
phone and was throwing around
her own belongings and flipping
over her own bed in anger. There
were no complainants for the disorderly conduct. The apartment
management was contacted
about the woman’s behavior.
Dec. 20 — Officers responded
to a call of a trench collapse with
a person trapped in the 5300
block of North Industry. Sedgwick
County Fire and the Wichita Fire
Department worked for several
hours using heavy equipment and
hand tools to reach the victim,
who was buried under 16 to 20
tons of soil. The victim was recovered and pronounced deceased.
Dec. 21 — A worker for Sunrise Christian Academy found a
pink bike at 45th and Oliver and
turned it in to the Bel Aire Police
Department.
Dec. 21 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for traffic violations in the 6200 block of East
37th. The driver smelled strongly
of burnt marijuana. The vehicle
also smelled of marijuana. The
driver admitted to recently smoking marijuana inside the vehicle.
A search of the vehicle yielded no
contraband. A records check of
the driver’s license showed it to be
suspended. The woman had two
warrants out of the City of Wichita
and was cited for driving with a
suspended license.
Dec. 22 — Officers Gibson
and Trumbull were dispatched to
an unknown call for police in the
5500 block of East Falcon. The
reporting party said her neighbor
came to her house and claimed
she was being poisoned. The
woman made several paranoid
statements concerning someone
poisoning her food and causing
her and the dogs to get sick.
Dec. 23 — A man was reported to have been found sleeping in
a guest room in the 7100 block of
East 45th. The man left prior to
the officer’s arrival.
Dec. 24 — Officer Forman was
checking a vehicle in the 4900
block of North Rock Road and discovered the owner had a warrant
out of Park City. During the investigation it was discovered the man
was not the owner, but did have
a suspended driver’s license. The
man was cited for driving with a
suspended driver’s license.
Dec. 24 — Officers Crouse and
Forman were dispatched to assist
the El Dorado Police Department
and the Butler County Sheriff’s Office with a vehicle pursuit entering Sedgwick County. The vehicle

wrecked in Wichita.
Dec. 24 — Officer Crouse
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4800 block of North Oliver.
The driver was issued a notice to
appear in court for expired driver’s
license.
Dec. 24 — After responding
to a dispatched call of a general
burglar alarm in the 6600 block
of East Central Park, officers discovered broken windows on the
western side of a residence. The
broken windows appeared to
have been limited to the exterior
panes of glass, and there was no
apparent suggestion of suspicious
activity discovered. The homeowner said hail caused the broken
windows.
Dec. 24 — Two people had a
disagreement after their son defecated in the shower of the residence in the 6000 block of East
Clarendon. The son said he did
not want to unblock the toilet.
Dec. 24 — A woman reported
a burglary to her vehicle in the
6300 block of East Quail. Damage
to both passenger side windows
was estimated at $200 and missing were a banjo ($1,200 value),
two black and gold-wrapped
Christmas presents containing
a Nerf gun ($20) and ping-pong
paddles ($10), and her wallet
($20).
Dec. 25 — A person from the
4000 block of North Auburn reported being involved in a physical altercation with her adopted
sister, niece and nephew, and she
reported receiving bruises to her
mouth and her right forehead. Another person from the residence
reported being involved in a physical altercation with her aunt, and
she reported receiving scratches
to her right face in addition to a
broken nail on her left hand. The
incident was described as a brawl
with several people involved who
had different parts to play.
Dec. 26 — Officers responded
to a suspicious character report in
the 4000 block of North Oliver. The
homeowner and his wife reported
hearing a loud bang from the
back of their residence. When he
checked the rear of his residence,
he saw a white male in a stocking
cap and mechanics jacket on the
porch of his residence. The man
asked to use the telephone. The
homeowner asked him to leave
after the male “got lippy” with
him. While taking the report, a
disturbance was reported in the
3900 block of North Oliver, where
a homeowner was chasing an individual matching the description
of the suspect from the current
call. The suspect, Corey Denayer,
was arrested.
Dec. 27 — Police responded to
a child custody dispute in the 4500
block of North Westlake Court.
Dec. 27 — A resident in the
6800 block of East Central reported a package that was delivered
by the U.S. Postal Service had
been taken Dec. 23. It contained
three custom wooden hangers.
Dec. 27 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle in the 3800
block of North Oliver. The driver
was cited for driving with a suspended license and was given a
written warning for not having
current proof of valid insurance.
Dec. 28 — Officers responded
to a burglary at a residence in
the 5200 block of Rock Springs.
Someone pounded on the door
of the residence and yelled for
“John.” The homeowner heard
a loud bang. As the homeowner
walked into the living room, she
saw a black male about 5 feet 8
inches tall wearing a red jacket
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CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at 53rd
North and Hillside, across
from Wichita Heights High
School.
Sunday services are at
9 (contemporary), 10:15
Sunday school and 11 a.m.
(traditional), with communion at all services.
Ash Wednesday services
will be held at 7 p.m. Feb.
14. Wednesday evenings
through Lent, Feb. 21
through March 21, a potluck
supper will begin at 6:15
p.m., followed by a Lenten
worship service at 7.
During Holy Week,
Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday services will
be at 7 p.m.
Easter Sunday services
will be at 9 and 11 a.m.
Children’s activities and a
breakfast will be offered
between services.
For more information
about the church and its
activities, find us online at
www.christ-lutheran.org, on
Facebook (www.facebook.
com/CLCwichita) or call
744-1242.
Chad Langdon is the
pastor.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
Day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and at 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday Masses
are 8 a.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, and at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. James F.
Weldon is the pastor.
Community Bible Chapel
Community Bible Chapel is located at the corner of
45th North and Arlene.
If you have any questions
about our church, please call
Amy Smith at 323-2819.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is located at 5531 E.

37th North in Wichita KS
67220-2037. The church
phone number is 686-0208.
Pastor is Jim Rackham,
teaching/discipleship pastor
is Brandon Morrow and
youth pastor is Tate Strasner.
Sunday worship is at
9:30 and 11 a.m. and a nursery is provided.
Wednesday study groups
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
include adult studies, youth
and AWANA.
Please join us for the
service of your choice.
Fairmount United
Church of Christ
Visit the church at 1605
Fairmount in Wichita, one
block south and one block
east of 17th North and
Hillside.
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m., which includes
children’s church. Sunday
school begins at 9:30 a.m.
For more information,
call 682-1597 or visit at
www.fairmountuccc.org.
Steve Bridwell is the
minister.
Gateway
Gateway Church is at
137 N. Oliver, Kechi.
Sunday fellowship with
coffee and rolls is at 9:15
a.m., with worship and
teaching at 10:15.
We have many small
groups that meet throughout
the week.
Visit Gateway online
(www.gatewaychurchks.
com) or on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/gateway
churchks.com).
Adam Welty is the pastor.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N. Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday services are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday. Praise and worship
is at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening of
each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at
5500 N. Greenwich Road
is one mile south of K-254
and five miles north of 21st
North.

Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for all
ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each
Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month and host a church
brunch quarterly.
Special events are announced on the church sign,
Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to
our mailing list or email
shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic
Riding Center and Wichita
Children’s Home, to name
a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us at
744-0203.
Kechi United Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday
worship is at 9:03 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with Sunday
school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Greg Reed.
Find us online at www.
KechiUMC.org and “Like”
us on Facebook.
The church phone number is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint
is located at 400 S. Abilene
in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday
school meets at 9 a.m., with
Kids Church at 10:30. There
is no regular Sunday night
service. For special activities, check online at www.
lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program

is at 6:30 p.m., with Velocity
Student Ministries for youth
meets at 7.
Adult small groups meet
throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is Jacob
Soyez. Children’s pastor is
Nathaniel Thurman.
Call the church at 7552331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th
North, Wichita. Phone number is 683-5538; website is
www.risensaviorwichita.net.
Contemporary worship
services are at 8 and 10:30
a.m. Sunday. Adult Sunday
school and Bible class are
at 9:15 a.m., with children’s
church at 10:30. Nursery is
provided during Bible class
and the second service.
Communion is the first
and third Sunday.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon.
Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City. It is a congregation of
the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of
North America.
Sunday worship has Matins at 9:45 a.m. and Divine
Liturgy (Mass) at 10. Adult
class at 9 a.m. studies the
Biblical Journey of Faith.
Men’s Bible study group
at 7 p.m. Feb. 5 is studying
the Letter to the Hebrews.
Women’s Bible study
group at 7 p.m. Feb. 9 is
also studying the Letter to

the Hebrews.
Our Lenten Study
Program based upon the
Saint Innocents book,
“Indication of the Way into
the Kingdom of Heaven,”
will be each Wednesday
of Lent beginning Feb. 28.
Presanctified Liturgy is at 6
p.m, potluck at 6:45 and the
program at 7:30.
Holy Days for February
are: Presentation of our Lord
on Feb. 2 and Ash Wednesday on Feb. 21.
Fasting during February
will be each Wednesday,
with fasting and abstinence
each Friday. The Great Lent
begins Feb. 21 with fasting
everyday except Sundays
until Easter.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
For more information,
call 734-6248, go online
at www.saintmichaelortho
doxchurch.com or email
inquiries to jflora@cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and
pastor. The Rev. Father
Basil Anderson is deacon.
Frank Tritschler is head

chanter. Readers are Moses
Rothenberger and James
Finneran. Mrs. Sally Buxon
is organist.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.
com or on Facebook (Gods
Closet - Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s
upcoming events
and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com
or call 755-0821.

