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Students help mark Arbor Day
Sunrise
classes
participate
in poster
contest

Forest Service. It is open to
all fifth-graders in Kansas.
Since 1872, Arbor Day
Several cities in Kansas,
has been celebrated through- including Bel Aire, particiout the United States and
pate in the Tree City USA
Arbor Day celebrations
program. Many have tree
in schools have played an
boards or city staff supimportant role. The Kansas porting forestry programs
Arbor Day Poster Contest
locally. The Bel Aire Tree
is a statewide annual event
Board coordinated with
administered by the Kansas local schools and judged the
By Taylor Messick

posters that were submitted
by participating fifth-graders. The Tree Board submitted the first-place winning
poster to the Kansas Forest
Service for the state contest.
The state winner will be
announced this spring prior
to Arbor Day, which is April
26, 2019.
Fifth-grade students at

Sunrise Christian Academy
participated in this year’s
contest. Each student was
asked to create a poster that
reflects his or her understanding of their classroom
lessons about how Kansas trees are energy wise.
The Bel Aire Tree Board
presented awards to the winning entries at a ceremony

on Jan. 9.
This year’s first-place
winner is Ella Bolticoff.
Her poster will compete at
the district level with the
potential of winning at the
state level. The second-place
winner is Secret Dye and the
third-place winner is Jacob
See STUDENTS, Page 2

City
to install
fountains
at Park

Will control algae
in retention ponds
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council voted
unanimously Feb. 5 to install two fountains in Central Park. The fountains will
be used to control algae in the retention
ponds.
A layer of filmy algae has become
increasingly visible in those retention
ponds. Not only is it unpleasant to look
at, it causes other issues. The city has
tried other ways of resolving the problem, such as putting a nature-safe dye in
the water to make it darker. That reduces
the amount of sunlight that gets through
and stunts the growth of the algae.
That option is minimally successful.
For the past couple of years, the city
has administered nature-safe chemicals
to kill the algae. While this option has
worked well, the company that offered
the service is no longer available to the
city.
The fountains work keep the water
moving and circulating, which keeps
algae from growing and spreading. The
city has found fountains to be successful
in other areas.
The council voted to hire Professional
Turf Products to install two fountains at
a cost not to exceed $27,000. Installation is anticipated in the spring.
In other business, the council:
•Heard a presentation regarding Woodlawn
expansion options from MKEC.
•Unanimously adopted the 2019 Bel Aire legislative platform.
•Unanimously approved a quote of $204,
934.40 from Utility Maintenance Contractors for
the lining of sewer mains in Pearson’s Addition.
•Unanimously approved an ordinance adopting 2018 recodification ordinances.
•Unanimously approved a letter of support for
the North Junction rebuild.
All members of the council were present.
There was no executive session.

Courtesy photos

Daniel Moore holds a male black throat monitor, one of the species of reptiles sold at Exotic Pets
Wichita.

Creepy or cuddly?
Exotic pet
store opens
in Bel Aire

By Taylor Messick

Moore holds a female American
alligator.

Josh Moore and Darien
Drollinger are reptile enthusiasts.
In August, they opened Exotic
Pets Wichita at the northwest
corner of 37th and Woodlawn in
Bel Aire.
Moore and Drollinger origi-

nally started in Towanda, creating
a website to breed and sell Dubia
roaches. Dubia roaches are feeder
insects that are an alternative to
crickets. One Dubia roach has the
nutritional content of 16 crickets.
They also live longer, don’t smell
as bad, can’t climb walls, can’t fly
and are non-invasive.
Many types of insectivores will
eat Dubia roaches.
Moore and Drollinger decided
to open their first exotic pet store
in Towanda to test the waters and
see how it would do. Not even a
year later, they expanded to the
Bel Aire location. Now, they’ve
See REPTILES, Page 6

City gives Wichita intersection access
Bel Aire
grants
utility
right-ofway

By Taylor Messick

On Feb. 19, the Bel Aire
City Council unanimously
voted to give Wichita permission to enter the rightof-way at the northwest
intersection of 37th and
Woodlawn.

Wichita shares the intersection and takes care of a
stoplight. Bel Aire simply
voted to give Wichita
permission to enter the
right-of-way for the purpose
of operating, maintaining
and repairing their existing
utility.

Council member Betty
Martine said she remembered when the stoplight
was put in and how costly it
was for the city of Bel Aire
to maintain. She said she is
glad that it is now off of Bel
Aire’s plate.
The council was con-

cerned about potential
damages and liabilities
to the city when allowing
Wichita onto the property.
Bel Aire does have a sign at
the northwest corner of the
intersection and wanted to
make sure the city’s property was protected. City

attorney Jacqueline Kelly
assured the council that the
city has its bases covered as
best as possible within the
language of the agreement.
City Manager Ty Lasher
said that allowing Wichita
See CITY, Page 2
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HIGHLIGHTS
Local students
recognized

fall 2018 semester honor
roll at the University of
Dallas by achieving a
grade point average of
between 3.00 and 3.49. He
Several local students
is majoring in philosophy
were recently recognized
and letters.
for academic achieveMelissa Crocker and
ments at various colleges
Nicholas
Skiles of Bel
and universities.
Aire were named to the
Maimouna Dosso,
Wichita, was named to the dean’s honor roll for the
president’s list for the fall fall 2018 semester at Butler Community College.
2018 semester at Geor— The Breeze staff
gia State University in
Atlanta.
To be eligible for the
president’s list, degreeseeking students must
have earned a GPA of at
least 4.0 for a minimum
Several local students
of nine semester hours of recently completed reacademic credit taken at
quirements to graduate.
Georgia State during the
Manisethika Sotha, Bel
fall or spring term with no Aire, completed requireincompletes for the semes- ments for a bachelor of
ter. Eligible students must science in biology, summa
have a minimum GPA of
cum laude, during the fall
2.0 for all classes taken at 2018 semester at Newman
Georgia State.
University, and may walk
The following Bel Aire in cap and gown during
students were named to
the May 2019 commencethe dean’s honor roll for
ment ceremony.
the fall 2018 semester at
The following Bel Aire
Wichita State University: students completed degree
Holly O. Atkeson, Tyler
requirements at Wichita
M. Brandt, Victoria H.
State University during the
Campbell, Siya Chen,
fall 2018 semester: VictoJeremy R. Davolt, Michael ria H. Campbell, bachelor
A. Goddard, Elizabeth A. of arts, community sciencHarp, Tyler N. Heizelman, es and disorders; Elise K.
Brett H. Howie, Slate L.
Doan, bachelor of science
Jordan, Sania H. Khokhar, in nursing, nursing RN-toSimrun Z. Khokhar, KaBSN, cum laude; Hannah
triana M. Kisner, MinC. Nelson, bachelor of arts
jae Lee, Youngjae Lee,
in education, history and
Wing Yan Leung, Cody
government 6-12, magna
W. Lindsted, Cynthia E.
cum laude; and Micah
Matson, Lina N. Nguyen, L. Williams, bachelor of
Kanissorn Nimcharoengeneral studies, general
wan, Jonathan V. Thao and studies sociology, magna
Micah L. Williams.
cum laude.
To be included on
Undergraduate students
the dean’s honor roll, a
who have attained a grade
student must be enrolled
point average of 3.9 out of
full time (at least 12 credit a possible 4.0 received the
hours) and earn at least a
summa cum laude award;
3.5 grade point average on those with an average of
a 4.0 scale.
3.55 received the magna
Chase Johnson of
cum laude award; and
Wichita was named to the those with an average of

Local students
to graduate

3.25 received the cum
laude.
Mackenzie Cline,
Giovanna Gutierrez and
Crystal Heiman, all of Bel
Aire, completed degree requirements during the fall
2018 semester at Butler
Community College.
— The Breeze staff

lawn. The man told
Atteberry he was driving
himself from Newton to
the Veterans Administration Hospital emergency
room in Wichita.
Atteberry said the 70year-old man was having
a heart attack. Atteberry
calmed the man and
spoke to a nurse on the
man’s phone, confirming
that he was on his way to
the VA.
EMS was called for
the man and he was
All three men were hid- transported to Wesley for
ing in a pantry.
treatment. Atteberry said
On Jan. 18, Bel Aire
the man was doing better
police officers responded the next day.
to a call from the 5700
— The Breeze staff
block of North Lycee,
where workers from St.
Francis Ministries were
doing a scheduled inspection for an infant child.
The mother of the child
was hiding three male subA repo man’s truck
jects in the house, which is was damaged when
in violation of the agreed
a woman cut the two
rules for her to have cusstraps holding a vehicle
tody of her child.
he was repossessing and
Later, officers were
drove the vehicle off the
dispatched to return to the clamps.
residence and assist the
Bel Aire police
Department for Children
responded to the disturand Families in removing bance in the 5300 block
the child from the resiof East Ashton Jan. 27.
dence under court order.
The repo man said
All three subjects from the woman successfully
earlier had returned to
got the vehicle off of the
the residence and were
clamps and drove it into
hiding in the small kitchen her garage.
pantry.
In the end, the man
— The Breeze staff had no paperwork for the
vehicle and the owner
said he was up on his
payments.
— The Breeze staff

�ree hide
in pantry

Continued from Page 1

Schwab.
Bolticoff‘s first-place
poster was submitted to
Kansas Forest Service
Community Foresters for
competition at the district level. A state winner
is selected from the six
district-winning entries.
District winners and their
teachers will receive robust
gift packages sponsored by
contest partners. The Kansas winner will be recognized at the Tree City USA
Recognition in the spring.

City
Continued from Page 1

to use the right-of-way is

DEATHS

Woman takes
repo vehicle

Chief in right
place again

MARILYN
FITZSIMMONS

Chase ends
in crash

The entire fifth-grade class that participated in this contest and their
teacher, Melanie Adams.
Sunrise teacher,
Melanie Adams (second from left) gets
a picture with (from
left) Jacob Schwab,
third-place winner;
Secret Dye, secondplace winner; and Ella
Bolticoff, first-place
winner.

A request is made each
year for the state winner to
meet with the governor and
plant a tree on the capitol
grounds.
Arbor Day is celebrated
on the last Friday of April.
It is a nationally celebrated
observance that encourages
tree planting and care. Celebrations are held each year
in all 50 states and several
locations around the world.
The Bel Aire Tree Board
organizes an Arbor Day
celebration each year and
typically recognizes a local
individual or organization
by planting a tree in their
honor in one of Bel Aire’s
parks.
a good idea. He noted that
the traffic signal at the
intersection is beneficial
to the safety of Bel Aire
residents and agreed with
Martine’s opinion that it

Deadline for April: March 15

the driver was causing
to the public, the pursuit
was called off.
The driver was later
apprehended after he fled
from a Wichita police
officer and crashed into
another vehicle at Central
and Rock Road. He was
charged with multiple
felonies and misdemeanors. His new car was
destroyed in the crash.
— The Breeze staff

death
by his
parents
Marilyn Fitzsimmons,
and
90, died Feb. 6, 2019.
brother
She was a Tacony CorKenporation sewing machine
neth
professional trainer. She
Schlatwas active in the Wichita
ter. SurDaylily Club, serving
vivors
currently as president and
include
treasurer of the Wichita
Schlatter
his
Hosta Society.
wife of
She was preceded in
60 years, Connie; sons
death by her parents and
husband Harry. Survivors Martin (Amelia) Schlatter,
Michael (Erin) Schlatter
include daughters Deana
and Rodney Schlatter;
Fitzsimmons and Lisa
grandchildren Santana
Fitzsimmons both of Bel
Aire; brother Robert Tre- (Dustin) Lindaman, McKgellas of Sedan, N.M.; five ennen Lindaman, Reagan
nephews and three nieces. Lindaman, Everett Lindaman, Elizabeth Schlatter,
Service was Feb. 18
Samuel Schlatter, Addiat Cochran Mortuary,
son Schlatter and Jillian
Wichita. Memorials with
Lifeline Animal Placement Schlatter; brothers Lavern
& Protection, 310 W. 45th Schlatter and Russell
St. N., Wichita KS 67204 (Sally) Schlatter; sisters
Marilyn Berns, Evelyn
and Beauties and Beasts,
P.O. Box 783001, Wichita Richards and Ladonna
Hough; sister-in-law Lois
KS 67278.
There was yet another
Schlatter; and special
example of Police Chief
RONALD SCHLATTER friends Emma Batchelder
Darrell Atteberry being in
Ronald Erwin Schlatter, and Dean Johnson.
the right place at the right
Memorial service was
82, of Bel Aire, died Feb.
time. This time, a man’s
A high-speed chase
Feb. 14 at Christ Lu8, 2019.
life was possibly saved.
that started in Bel Aire
theran Church, Wichita,
He was born Oct. 27,
On Jan. 23, Atteberry
ended in a collision in
1936, to George and Ruth with burial in Hawkeye.
stopped a vehicle for
Wichita. No one was
Reflection-Pointe Funeral
(Nieman) Schlatter in
speeding in the 5200
hurt.
Home of Wichita had
Hawkeye, Iowa.
block of North WoodOn Jan. 31, Chief Darcharge.
He was preceded in

The entire fifth-grade class, their teacher Melanie Adams, and the four
Bel Aire Tree Board members who presented the award certificates.

Students

rell Atteberry was working the Rock Road corridor during an Operation
Impact project and saw a
vehicle speeding. When
he attempted to stop the
vehicle in the 5300 block
of North Rock Road, a
pursuit ensued.
During the pursuit,
the driver threw a bag of
marijuana from his vehicle. Due to the excessive speed and the hazard

Courtesy photos

was too costly for Bel Aire
to maintain.
cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Proclaimed March 1 National Speech & Debate Education Day.

•Heard a presentation of the
GAP Analysis and Demographics
study for Bel Aire by Mike Busch
of Wichita State University.
•Unanimously approved an
acknowledgement agreement
for added property to the Em-

pire Wall IRB.
•Unanimously approved the
Speculative Industrial Building
Policy.
•Unanimously
approved
an ordinance concerning the
amendment of the city code

regarding the creation of advisory boards and similar bodies.
All members of the council
were present. There was a 10minute executive session and
no binding action was taken.

Bel Aire Breeze
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Mayor’s
corner
By David Austin

W

hile
February
is the
shortest month on the calendar,
it was filled with lots of
discussion on two major
economic development
and community improvement projects that will
positively impact our city
for decades to come.
Woodlawn expansion
— For as long as I can
remember, we have been
talking about and looking
forward to the Woodlawn
expansion project beginning. That wait will soon
be over. Plans are to reconstruct and pave Woodlawn
from the existing two-lane
section to a three-lane section with curb and gutter
from 37th to 45th streets.
The project will include
a 10-foot hike and bike
path that connects with
the hike and bike path
proposed for 37th Street
from Oliver to Woodlawn
that is estimated to finish
construction in September.
The intersection of 45th
and Woodlawn will also be
reconstructed as a part of
this project.
Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (WAMPO) ensured
80 percent funding of
the reconstruction project is covered. WAMPO
works in cooperation with
the State of Kansas and
Wichita Transit, and is responsible for carrying out
the metropolitan transportation planning process.
It certainly is one of the
largest projects your governing body has worked
on over the past few years.
When all is said and done,
Bel Aire will be responsible for paying 10 percent
of this project.
There has been a lot of
discussion on making it a
five-lane or a three-lane
and what to do with the
railroad-crossing gate and
if the intersection at 45th
Street will be a roundabout
or signalized intersection.
I encourage you to
share your thoughts with
the governing body. We
will collect feedback at an
open house and through a
survey.
Commons area — In
February, your governing
body also learned what a
community gathering area
could look like and what
real costs are associated
with the project. Just like
the Woodlawn project,
having real numbers and a
vision for what is best for
the community now and in
the future is what is driving your governing body.
This area would be
available to host community events and serve as
a natural gathering spot,
which is what developers
have suggested is needed
in Bel Aire. And with the
growth of the Easter Egg
Hunt and Fall Festival, I
agree. And just like the
Woodlawn project, rest assured, we will see citizen
input and feedback before
moving anything forward.
Budget — Yep, we
started talking about the
budget that gets passed
in August already, too, in
February. I told you it was
a busy time. Construction
won’t begin tomorrow
on either project, but it
is imperative we look at
these projects and plan for
the future. It is exciting
to look at what Bel Aire
could be in five years, 10
years and more.
Happy spring everyone.

The Bel Aire Breeze
Published monthly by Strunk
Publishing LLC at P.O. Box
120, Valley Center, Kan.
67147.
Publisher:
Chris
Strunk. Telephone: 316-7550821. Fax: 316-755-0644. Email: legals@arkvalleynews.
com. The ofﬁce is located at
210 W. Main, Valley Center,
Kan.

Woman, 81, killed in two-car wreck on Webb
Road Jan. 28. The wreck
happened around 2 p.m.
One person was killed
Wichita police said
and two suffered serious
a 34-year-old man was
injuries in a two-vehicle
driving a Chevy Cavalier
wreck near 37th and Webb north on Webb Road,
By The Breeze staff

while a 28-year-old woman was driving a Ford
Focus south on Webb.
The Cavalier turned
left into a parking lot and
collided with the Focus.

A passenger in the
Cavalier, 81-year-old
Treva Phillips of Wichita,
was pronounced dead at
the scene of the wreck.
The two drivers were

taken to area hospitals
for treatment of nonlife-threatening injuries,
police said.
Police continue to
investigate the wreck.

LifePoint
A fellowship of the
Assemblies of God, LifePoint is located at 400 S.
Abilene in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday school meets at 9
a.m., with Kids Church at
10:30. There is no regular Sunday night service.
For special activities,
check online at www.
lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s
program is at 6:30 p.m.,
with Velocity Student
Ministries for youth
meets at 7.
Adult small groups
meet throughout the
community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thurman. Call the church at
755-2331.

grade. Confirmation
class is for children in
grades six through eight.
IMPACT! is for grades
nine through 12. Bible
classes for adults will be
provided.
Each month we provide options to participate in a variety of Bible
studies, fellowship and
service opportunities for
all ages.
Find us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter
— search RisenSaviorICT! Find out everything
Risen Savior has to offer
on our website at www.
risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor
is Nick Cordt.

For more information, call 734-6248, go
online at www.saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.
com or email inquiries to
jflora@cox.net.
The Very Rev. Dr.
John Flora is archpriest
and pastor. The Rev.
Father Basil Anderson is
deacon. Frank Tritschler
is head chanter. Readers
are Moses Rothenberger
and James Finneran. Mrs.
Sally Buxon is organist.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at
53rd North and Hillside,
across from Wichita
Heights High School.
Sunday worship
services are at 9 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with communion at both services.
Sunday school for all
ages begins at 10:15 a.m.
For more information
about the church and its
activities, find us online
at www.christ-lutheran.
org or call us at 7441242.
Chad Langdon is the
pastor.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic)
is located at 4910 N.
Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Sunday. Weekday masses
are at 8 a.m. Tuesday
through Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resur
rectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible
Chapel is located at the
corner of 45th North and
Arlene.
If you have any questions about our church,
please call Amy Smith at
323-2819.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number is
686-0208.
Sunday worship is at
10:15 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study
groups at 6:30 p.m. include
adult studies, youth and
Awana.
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free
family fun even from 4 to
6 p.m. the third Saturday
of each month. See you
there.
Pastor is Jim Rackham,
and youth pastor is Tate
Strasner.
Fairmount United
Church of Christ
Visit the church
at 1605 Fairmount in
Wichita, one block south
and one block east of
17th North and Hillside.
Sunday worship is at
10:30 a.m., which includes children’s church.
Sunday school begins at
9:30 a.m.
For more information,
call 682-1597 or visit at
www.fairmountuccc.org.
Steve Bridwell is the
minister.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N.

Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday services are 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday.
Praise and worship is
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening
of each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at
5500 N. Greenwich Road
is one mile south of K254 and five miles north
of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for
all ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for
prayer and fellowship.
United Methodist
Women meet at 10 a.m.
the first Wednesday of
each month and host a
church brunch quarterly.
Special events are
announced on the
church sign, Facebook
and by mailings. Please
call to be added to our
mailing list or email
shagemeister@sbcglobal.
net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic Riding Center and
Wichita Children’s Home,
to name a few.
Like us on Facebook
at Wichita Greenwich
United Methodist Church.
Call us at 744-0203.
Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E.
61st North in Kechi.
Sunday worship is at
9:03 a.m. (contemporary)
and 11 (traditional), with
Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone
number is 744-1221.

Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E.
34th North in northeast
Wichita.
You can reach us at
683-5538 or via email at
postmaster@risensavior.
net.
Sunday morning services in our new Worship
Center are at 8 and 10:30,
with a nursery and Children’s Church during the
10:30 service. We provide
adult Bible classes and
children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday Evening
ministries from 6:30
to 7:45 p.m. are for all
ages. A nursery is available for preschool age
children. King’s Kids
is for children in kindergarten through fifth

Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church
is at 2710 E. 61st North,
Park City. It is a congregation of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North
America.
Sunday worship has
Matins at 9:45 a.m. and
Divine Liturgy (Mass)
at 10. Adult class at 9
a.m. studies the Biblical
Journey of Faith.
Saturday Vespers are
at 4:30 p.m.

Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30
a.m. with worship service
at 11.
For more information, go online at www.
godscloset.com or on
Facebook (Gods Closet
- Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s
upcoming events
and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.
com or call 755-0821.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors
All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Monthly & Special Events

March 4, 6:30 p.m. — Potluck dinner & program, ﬁre & fall
prevention, Marty with MHR, Community Room
March 5 — Breakfast at IHOP
March 6, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work time, Senior Center
March 7, 1 p.m. — Game Day, Rec Center
March 7, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, card game, Senior Center
(RSVP required)
March 8 — Foot care, Hermes Heath Care
March 13, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. —Blood pressure check (sponsored by
Catholic Care), Rec Center
Senior Center/Community Room
March 13, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
March 14, 2 p.m. — Coloring and Conversation, Senior Center
744-2451
March 16, 1 to 5 p.m. — JAM session, Community Room
March 18, 1 p.m. — Genealogy group, open to everyone, Senior Center
Recreation Center
March 18, 11 a.m. — Lunch at Neighbors Bar & Grill
5251 E. 48th North
March 19, 6 p.m. — Ladies dine out, Call Anita for info, 744-2840
744-2700
March 20, 10:15 a.m. — Senior Brunch, Cracker Barrel, Park City
March 20, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
March 21, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, card game, Senior Center
RSVP Required
Pickleball — Monday and Friday 9 to 11:30 a.m., Rec Center, $2/person
March 21, 9 a.m. or 6 p.m. — Painting with Tami, Rec Center, cost $30,
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center (indoors)
RSVP
Line Dance Class — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
March 25, noon — Covered dish dinner & program, Rec Center
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for four
March 27, 10 a.m. — Open sewing, Rec Center
weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
March 27, 7 p.m. — Bunco, RSVP required
Bridge Games — Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center, must RSVP.
March 28, 2 p.m. — Coloring and Conversation - Senior Center
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center

Locations

Weekly Events

Senior Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m., various locations

Bel Aire Recreation

Co-ed indoor soccer
Ages 4 through 11. Practices are underway.
Games are scheduled to begin March 9.
Only a few openings remain. Sign up today.
School’s out camp!
Need something for the kids to do during
spring break? Sign them up for our School’s
out Camp! March 11 through 15 from 7:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. A day full of sports, games,
arts & crafts and more activities! Registration deadline is March 4.
TGA Golf
Grades K through eighth. Teach, grow and
achieve in this golf class. Make sure you
choose the Bel Aire location when you sign
up at http://playtga.com/centralkansas. From
3 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays starting March 20.
Happy Feet
Learn the basics of soccer. Make sure you
choose the Bel Aire location when you sign
up at https://www.wichitahappysoccerfeet.
com/register-now. Ages 2 through 6. From 6
to 7 p.m. Thursdays starting March 21.
Happy Hoops
Learn the basics of basketball. Make sure
you choose the Bel Aire location when you
sign up at https://www.wichitahappysoccerfeet.com/register-now. For ages 2 through 6.
From 6 to 7 p.m. Sundays starting March 24.
Tumbling
Learn to tumble at the Rec Center. Tuesdays
starting March 26, with 4- and 5-year-olds at
6 p.m.; 6 and over at 7.
Youth Dance — Hip-Hop
Learn new hip-hop moves. Thursdays starting March 28 with 4- through 6-year-olds at
6 p.m.; 7- through 10-year-olds at 7.
Short Sports
A co-ed instructional program for 3-yearolds and their parents to learn basic sports
skills. Starts April 23.
Rec baseball, softball & T-ball
Practice begins May 13 and games will start
after Memorial Day. For girls ages 5 through
12 and boys ages 5 through 11. Sign-up
deadline is April 29.
Summer Day Camp
The Wichita YMCA offers a state-licensed
day camp through the rec center for elementary-age children. Activities include arts &
crafts, games, sports, swimming, field trips,
and much more. Call the Y at 264-1610.
Dynamic Aging
This class provides opportunities for individ-

ual age 50 and over to practice a variety of
movements in a safe environment. Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 9 a.m.
Chalk Paint Class
Tami Gates is a trained chalk paint instructor. Come and learn how to chalk paint and
take home a completed project. Two different classes at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. March 21.
Blastball
For 4-year-olds. A co-ed introductory T-ball
program that teaches the fundamentals and
concepts of baseball while having fun. It’s
a blast! Tuesday and Thursday evenings
beginning April 18. Registration deadline is
April 11.
Adult Pickleball
Held from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Mondays and
Fridays in the Rec Center gymnasium.
Taekwondo
Ages 5 and up. Great classes for beginners
to black belts. Classes meet at 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday.
Yoga
Teens and adults can join at any time. Participants need to bring their own yoga mat.
Classes are from 6 to 7 p.m. Mondays and
Wednesdays.
Barn Quilt Workshop
Bring the beauty of quilts to the city. No
skills needed for this class. You will take
home a finished project. Space is limited;
please call to reserve a spot. First Saturday
morning of each month.
Senior Aerobics
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics. Lowimpact exercises are designed to reduce
stress on your joints and back while using
all major muscle groups. Class meets 9 to 10
a.m. Wednesdays.
FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, senior aerobics, Bel Aire
walkers, gameday, potluck dinners, sewing,
a matter of balance, blood pressure checks &
more. Please talk to Tasha for more information.!
Fitness Center
Need a place to work on your new year’s
resolution? Check out our fitness center.
The center has elliptical cross trainers, free
weights, treadmills, a multistation weight
machine, recumbent bike and knowledgeable staff. Open six days a week during Rec
Center hours.
For more info about any Bel Aire rec
program, call 744-2700.

Community Events

March 5 — Council meeting, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
March 6 — Chamber of Commerce,
11:30 a.m., Bel Aire Recovery
Center, 4969 Tierra Lake
Parkway
March 6 — Municipal court, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
March 14 — Planning Commission,
6 p.m., City Hall
March 13 — Bel Aire Lions Club,

11:30 a.m., Gospel Assembly
Church
March 18 — Utility Advisory
Committee, noon, City Hall
March 19 — Council meeting, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
March 21 — Municipal Court, noon,
City Hall
March 27 — Bel Aire Lions Club,
11:30 a.m., Gospel Assembly
Church
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Jan. 14 — A minor student
struck another minor student
several times with a closed fist
in the 5500 block of North Lycee.
Jan. 14 — A minor male
student brought a restricted
item to school in the 5500 block
of North Lycee in violation of
school policy.
Jan. 15 — A man in the
6700 block of East Central
Park reported his 2012 Town &
Country received damaged on
the rear-view passenger-side
mirror.
Jan. 16 — A woman in the
5700 block of North Lycee reported her husband violated a
protection-from-abuse
order.
The area was checked and her
husband was not located.
Jan. 16 — A driver was
backing up and struck the door
of a parked vehicle in the 4100
block of North Woodlawn. No
injuries were reported.
Jan. 16 — The headmaster
of Sunrise Christian Academy in
the 5500 block of East 45th reported that a woman attempted
to remover a relative’s child
from the school in violation of
a court order. The woman was
interviewed and released. The
child was not contacted by the
woman.
Jan. 16 — Officer Smithwick
served a protection-of-abuse
order to a man in the lobby of
the Bel Aire Police Department,
7651 E. Central Park Ave.
Jan. 17 — A juvenile in the
5500 block of North Lycee was
reported to have stolen two
Xanax tablets from his mother
and giving them to another student back in November. During
the investigation it was learned
the student has done this before
with other students. All students
were suspended from school
pending evaluation for drugs.
Jan. 17 — A man was trespassed from 4500 block of Elk
Creek by order of the judge. He
was informed the north side of
East 45th is federally protected
wetlands and he is not allowed
to fish at the location.
Jan. 17 — A woman in the
5800 block of East Central Park
Avenue reported she heard her
garage door open and someone
attempting to open the interior
door. Officers were unable to
find anyone at the residence
and there was no indication in
the mud that anyone had been
near the door.
Jan. 18 — Officers responded to a call from the 5700 block
of North Lycee. Workers from
St. Francis Ministries were doing a scheduled inspection for
an infant child. The mother
of the child was hiding three
male subjects in violation of
the agreed rules for her to have
custody of her child. Officers
were dispatched to return to the
residence and assist the Department for Children and Families
in removing the child from the
residence under court order. All
three subjects from earlier were
back at the residence and hiding
in the small kitchen pantry.
Jan. 19 — A vehicle was
traveling east on 37th through
the intersection with Oliver
when it was struck by a vehicle
traveling south on Oliver. Both
drivers claimed to have had the
green lights. However, the traffic signals were snow-packed.
One driver was transported to
Wesley with possible broken
ribs. He didn’t have a valid driver’s license. He was cited for the
offense.
Jan. 20 — A man from
the 5200 block of North Lycee
Court reported observing two
unknown individuals wearing
black apparel, including black
ski masks, in the basement of
his residence. He explained he
saw the individuals in the east
area of the basement, and they
did not exit the residence. Upon
searching the residence, no individuals were located. There
were no signs of forced entry,
nor footprints located outside
the residence in the snow. Other
occupants of the residence said
they watched the man yelling,
but appeared to be unconcerned
about his bizarre behavior.
Jan. 20 — Officer Steele
stood by as the Sedgwick County Fire Department worked a
call regarding an unleashed dog
that had fallen through the ice
at Eagle Lake Park in the 4200
block of North Westlake. The
dog did not survive.
Jan. 20 — A man from
the 4800 block of Willow Point
Court reported his ex-girlfriend
called his phone 64 times from
a spoofed phone number. The
man said that he would be applying for a protection-fromstalking order. The man said
no threats were made and he
just wanted the situation documented.
Jan. 21 — A woman from
the 5700 block of North Lycee reported multiple incidents where
her vehicle tires were damaged.
She thinks her ex-boyfriend or
a previous coworker may be responsible.
Jan. 21 — Chief Atteberry,
Lt. Foxx, and Officer Steele
assisted with a call of an injury traffic crash at K-254 and
143rd.
Jan. 22 — Chief Atteberry,
Lt. Foxx, and Office Steele assisted Internet Crimes against
Children investigators execute
a search warrant in the 6300
block of East Quail Ridge.
Jan. 22 — Officers Manuel
and Trumbull went to an address
in the 4100 block of North Battin
for a damage to property report.
The reporting party said a tree
service company drove through
the easement of her property,
leaving ruts in the grass.
Jan. 23 — A white Ford F150 was observed parked illegally in the 5400 block of East

Police appreciation

Courtesy photo

Bel Aire Officer Gibson got a special Valentine’s Day gift when he
stopped to check a couple vehicles in a field at the corner of 45th and
Oliver. A small girl insisted on giving him her half-eaten cookie and a
sucker. Gibson said he loved it.
49th. It appeared the vehicle
slid down a driveway into the
road due to ice accumulation.
The owners of the vehicle were
contacted and they moved the
vehicle.
Jan. 23 — Officers responded to a domestic disturbance in
the 5700 block of North Lycee.
There was an argument over a
phone charger. The charger was
located and both parties separated without further incident.
Jan. 23 — Chief Atteberry
reported rendering aid to a 70year-old man by doing initial triage and calming the man while
he was having a heart attack.
Atteberry stopped the man’s
vehicle for speeding in the 5200
block of North Woodlawn. The
man was driving himself to the
Veterans Administration Hospital
emergency room from Newton.
Atteberry spoke to a nurse on
the man’s phone and confirmed
that he was on his way to the
VA. EMS was called for the man
and he was transported to Wesley for treatment. Atteberry said
the man was doing better the
next day.
Jan. 23 — A complaining
party from the 4500 block of
North Glendale reported that a
neighbor’s four German Shepherds continuously bark, break
the fence between the two residences, destroy personal belongings and run freely throughout the neighborhood. The
owner of the dogs was issued a
nuisance animal complaint.
Jan. 24 — While running
radar for the school zone in
front of Sunrise Christian Academy in the 5500 block of East
45th, Chief Atteberry saw a vehicle speeding through the active school zone. When contact
was made with the driver, he
presented an expired driver’s license. He received a citation for
the violations.
Jan. 24 — Bel Aire officers
assisted the Wichita Police Department in the 3700 block of
North Rushwood with a death
notification from a Wichita
case.
Jan. 25 — A woman reported her 14-year-old adopted
daughter ran away from their
residence in the 6500 block of
East Rodeo. Officers found the
girl and returned her home.
Jan. 25 — A vehicle was
stopped in the 4500 block of
North Woodlawn for an expired
tag. The driver was not in possession of her driver’s license.
A check of her name returned
with an expired and suspended
Kansas driver’s license. She received a citation for the violations.
Jan. 25 — A man in the 5900
block of East Flagstaff reported
his son having a manic episode
and was not wanting to take
his medications. After speaking with the son for a while, he
agreed to take his medicines.
The son was calm while officers
were at the residence. Officer
Gibson convinced the son to lie
down for a nap.
Jan. 25 — A silver Chevrolet
Malibu was observed speeding
in the 4900 block of North Rock
Road. An odor of marijuana was
detected. A records check indicated the driver’s license was
suspended. He received citations for the traffic violations.
After searching the vehicle,
marijuana was located. The
driver was issued his citation for
his traffic violations and given a
criminal complaint for possession of marijuana.
Jan. 25 — Officer Gibson
contacted the owner of a business in the 6200 block of East
37th. The business owner reported a customer did not pay
for his meal. Gibson contacted
the suspect who showed proof
of his receipt and his electronic
bank account entry that showed
he had paid for the meal. The
business owner was re-contacted and informed of the evidence
of payment. The business owner was grateful for the officer’s
effort and decided the issue was
in the business’ system.
Jan. 26 — A maroon Honda
Accord was observed failing to
maintain a lane of travel and
for having an obstructed license
plate on North Edgemoor. An
odor of marijuana was detected. Marijuana and rolling papers
were located in the vehicle. The
man was issued a citation for
his traffic offenses and given a
criminal complaint for the pos-

session of marijuana and paraphernalia.
Jan. 26 — A white Ford
F-150 was observed failing to
maintain a single lane of travel
while traveling south in the 4900
block of North Rock Road. After
contacting the driver, an odor of
consumed alcohol was detected coming from the man. The
man struggled to speak clearly
and his eyes were bloodshot.
The man refused to complete
standard field sobriety tests. A
search of the vehicle yielded an
interlock device that had been
tampered with and an open
container of alcohol. The man,
Cameron Matthew Kifer of Augusta, was arrested and transported to the Sedgwick County
Adult Detention Facility, where
he was booked on charges of
DUI, tampering with an interlock device and transporting
open container.
Jan. 26 — A man followed
a woman after observing her
vehicle drive over a median at
5900 N. Oliver. The woman was
contacted for a report.
Jan. 26 — A woman in the
3900 block of North Edgemoor
said she and her common-law
husband got into a verbal argument that turned physical. She
struck him in the back of the
head with her hand. The woman was arrested, transported
and booked into the Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility
on a charge of domestic battery.
The suspect’s name was not
available.
Jan. 26 — A man in the
5900 block of East Flagstaff reported his son being very upset,
agitated and threatening. Nobody on scene wished to pursue
charges. The son had been to
COMCARE earlier in the day and
was on the phone with them
while officers were on scene.
The father transported his son
to COMCARE again.
Jan. 26 — A woman in the
4100 block of North Harding reported having issues with her
roommate. She explained she
did not want him to consume alcohol within the residence as he
has had issues with alcoholism
in the past.
Jan. 27 — A black Ford
Escape was observed failing
to dim its headlights, failing to
maintain its lane, and conducting an improper left-hand turn.
When Officer Crouse stopped
the vehicle in the 6400 block of
East 45th, he determined the
violations were likely due to the
driver only being 13 years old.
The girl’s father was called and
she was released to him. A passenger in the car was released
to her parents. The investigation is ongoing.
Jan. 27 — A man in the
5300 block of East Ashton reported that his repossession/
recovery vehicle was damaged
while attempting to repossess
a vehicle. He reported a woman
cut the tow straps on his truck
and drove the vehicle off the
tow clamps. She then drove
the vehicle into her garage.
The repossession driver had no
paperwork for the vehicle, and
the owner said he was up on his
payments.
Jan. 27 — A man in the 5900
block of East Flagstaff reported
his son was suicidal. While
speaking with the son, he stated
that he wondered if the world
would be a better place without
him. He was asked whether he
wanted to harm himself and had
a plan, and the answers to both
were “no.” He agreed to take his
medicines. Adult protective services have been contacted.
Jan. 28 — A woman in the
6200 block of East 45th reported her trailer was stolen from
her driveway.
Jan. 28 — A woman in the
4500 block of North Glendale
saw four German Shepherds in
her neighborhood.
Jan. 28 — A man from the
5100 block of North Remington reported receiving a phone
call from a person who tried to
scam him into buying Google
play cards and giving him the
numbers. The man did not fall
for the scam.
Jan. 28 — Officer Toomey
stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 4900 block of North
Oliver. The woman’s driver’s license was suspended. She was
issued a citation for speeding
and her suspended license.
Jan. 29 — A vehicle was

traveling south on Woodlawn
when it collided with a tire that
came off of another vehicle near
Perryton.
Jan. 29 — Officers responded to a call of a suicidal subject
in the 2400 block of East Quivira.
The distressed person showed
officers cut marks on her left
wrist that were superficial and
scabbed over. She stated the
marks were from the previous
day. During the investigation,
officers discovered the Wichita
Police Department had worked
a case on the woman the previous day. The woman did not
have a plan to harm herself, and
stated she did not wish to harm
herself.
Jan. 29 — A man in the
5900 block of East Flagstaff reported his son being out of control, yelling and wanting to fight
someone. Upon arrival, Officer
Trumbull was able to convince
the son to take his medications
and eat a snack. The son took
his medications. Sgt. Davis explained to the son the importance of not being violent with
his parents and taking his medications on a regular schedule.
The father transported his son
to COMCARE Crisis so he could
speak to a service provider.
Jan. 31 — Chief Atteberry
was working the Rock Road corridor during an Operation Impact project and saw a vehicle
speeding. When he attempted
to stop and contact the vehicle
in the 5300 block of North Rock
Road, a pursuit ensued. During
the pursuit, the driver threw a
bag of marijuana from his vehicle. Due to the excessive speed
and the hazard the driver was
causing to the public, the pursuit terminated. The driver was
later apprehended after he fled
from a Wichita Police officer and
crashed into another vehicle at
Central and Rock Road. He was
charged with multiple felonies
and misdemeanors. His new car
was destroyed in the crash.
Jan. 31 — Lt. Foxx responded to a call to assist the Wichita
Police Department with a shooting call at the Inwood Crossing
Apartment complex in the 3500
block of North Inwood. The victim suffered from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound and succumbed
to the injuries. The scene was
worked by the Wichita Police
Department.
Jan. 31 — A vehicle ran a
stop sign on the west side of
53rd and Rock Road and sideswiped a vehicle that was turning onto 53rd from Rock Road.
The young driver was cited for
running the stop sign.
Jan. 31 — A woman in the
4400 block of Westlake Court
reported being the victim of an
online scam. She was buying a
prom dress from an online vendor.
Jan. 31 — Officers responded to a disturbance between a
14-year-old girl and a 37-yearold woman in the 4300 block of
North Mission. Their dispute occurred in Wichita.
Feb. 1 — Officers responded to the call of a disturbance
in the 5900 block of East Flagstaff. A man said his son was
throwing property and making
threats. It was discovered the
son had thrown his personal
property. The father said he was
not afraid of his son. Officers
convinced the son to take his
medication and the father took
him to a scheduled doctor’s appointment. His medications had
recently been changed and he
has not been responding well to
the change.
Feb. 1 — A woman in the
4500 block of North Rushwood
reported harassment by phone
from a known person. The incident occurred in Andover.
Feb. 1 — A man reported he
filed a report with Wichita Police
Department about his phone
being stolen. The man pinged
his phone and it showed at a Bel
Aire address in the 5200 block of
North Rock Springs. The phone
was not found during a search
but staff did say that a previous
tenant had moved out earlier in
the day and was notorious for
stealing phones.
Feb. 1 — A woman in the
5700 block of East Flagstaff
reported her 12-year-old son
pushed her, slapped her and
pulled her hair. The woman refused to cooperate with officers
in dealing with the incident. She
only wanted it documented.

Feb. 2 — A man in the 5300
block of North Cypress reported
his girlfriend and his daughter
and their belongings were missing from his residence.
Feb. 2 — A woman in the
3800 block of North Oliver reported an unknown person
wearing a black hoodie opened
her door. The back stormdoor
was propped open (broken) and
the back gate was locked from
the inside. The ground was wet
and officers could see no footsteps on the ground near the
fence, on the grass or the sidewalk.
Feb. 3 — A man and a woman were reported as suspicious
characters by a citizen because
they were walking around and
taking photos in the 5200 block
of North Woodlawn.
Feb. 4 — A teenage boy in
the 3800 block of North Rock
Road was uncooperative during a truancy investigation. He
kicked a police vehicle door as
he was being placed inside. The
door received minor damage.
The boy was reported as a runaway through the Wichita Police
Department.
Feb. 4 — A vehicle was
stopped for speeding in the
4900 block of North Woodlawn.
It was confirmed the driver’s
license was suspended and expired from 2012. The driver was
cited for the violations.
Feb. 4 — A vehicle was
traveling north on Webb and attempting to turn onto east 53rd
when it collided with a vehicle
traveling south on Webb. The
second driver was transported
to Wesley Woodlawn for treatment of minor injuries. The violator was cited and both vehicles
were towed from the scene.
Feb. 5 — Chief Atteberry
was at 45th and Oliver waiting to
go through the intersection during the morning rush. He looked
to his left and saw a green van
that had been northbound cross
the southbound lane and start
driving north on the southbound
shoulder. The driver went to
45th and made a left turn from
the busy intersection. Atteberry
stopped the vehicle. The driver
did not have a driver’s license.
He also admitted to driving on
the wrong side of the road to
pass traffic because he was late
for work. The driver was cited
for driving on the wrong side of
the road, driving without liability insurance, driving without a
driver’s license, improper procedure and a vehicle defect.
Feb. 5 — Officer Steele responded to a request for traffic
control with an injury on K-254.
Feb. 5 — A man and woman
in the 5300 block of North Cypress reported their wedding
rings and jewelry were missing
from their home.
Feb. 6 — An unknown vehicle jumped the curb and collided with a traffic sign at the
roundabout east of the city
building in Central Park.
Feb. 6 — A vehicle slid on
ice and crashed into a light pole
in the parking lot at Isley Elementary in the 5200 block of
North Woodlawn. No injuries
were reported.
Feb. 6 — A vehicle was
eastbound on 45th to northbound Hedgerow when it struck
an ice-covered portion of the
street and struck a street sign.
No injuries were reported.
Feb. 6 — An unknown vehicle jumped the curb and stuck
a traffic sign at the roundabout
in Central Park. No injuries were
reported.
Feb. 7 — Officer Gibson was
on routine patrol when he drove
up on a traffic crash in the 5300
block of North Oliver. A driver
did not yield the right-of-way at
a stop sign and pulled out and
struck a southbound vehicle
that did not have a stop sign.
The violator received a citation.
No injuries were reported.
Feb. 7 — Officer Forman
observed a Toyota Corolla fail to
stop at the intersection of Rodeo and Woodlawn. The driver
turned north into the southbound lane of Woodlawn and
remained there as he continued northbound. After stopping
the vehicle, Forman observed
indicators of impairment. The
driver was given standard field
sobriety tests and was placed in
custody for DUI.
Feb. 8 — A vehicle was
stopped on Woodlawn facing
southbound waiting for a school
bus when another vehicle rearended his vehicle. The second
driver was cited. No injuries
were reported.
Feb. 8 — Chief Atteberry
and Officer Gibson observed a
Mercedes E350 traveling south
fail to stop for a bus with its
stop sign and flashing red
lights. When the vehicle was
stopped, the driver was found
to be operating the vehicle with
a suspended license. Atteberry
cited the driver for overtaking
and passing a school bus with
its stop sign extended as well
as driving with a suspended license.
Feb. 8 — A woman in the
4400 block of North Rushwood
reported arguing with her husband about their kids always
being in trouble. Neither party
wanted to leave the house.
They agreed to go to separate
rooms for the night.
Feb. 8 — A woman in the
4700 block of North Oliver reported her boyfriend coming
over to her friend’s house. He
was upset that she was over at
another man’s house. The boyfriend was trespassed from the
male friend’s property and advised that he needed to leave.
He did.
Feb. 9 — Officer Crouse
stopped a black Honda Civic for
speeding in the 5700 block of
East 45th. The officer smelled

a strong odor of marijuana. A
search of the vehicle yielded
multiple open containers of alcohol, marijuana and paraphernalia. The man was arrested
and transported to the Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility
where he was booked on various traffic and criminal offenses. The suspect’s name was not
available.
Feb. 9 — While assisting
Officer Crouse, Officer Forman
attempted to contact the owner
of a car that was stopped by
Crouse. The owner of the car
was contacted. He was a 20year-old man. When Forman
did a pat down before letting
the man in his patrol car, he
discovered the man was armed
with a 9-mm handgun hidden in
his waistband. The man, Bryce
Robert Baty of Andover, was
taken into custody for carrying
the handgun while being under
21. He was transported and
book into the Sedgwick County
Adult Detention Facility.
Feb. 9 — A woman in the
4900 block of North Highland
reported finding a purse in the
park area behind her residence.
The purse and contents were
submitted as found property.
Feb. 9 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Oliver. The juvenile driver presented a restricted Kansas driver’s
license. The driver was cited for
driving in violation of restrictions and speeding. The girl’s
mother was called to the scene
and took possession of the vehicle and her daughter.
Feb. 10 — Officer Forman
stopped a Dodge Challenger
with expired registration in the
4700 block of North Webb. The
driver presented a driver’s license but said he did not have
liability insurance on the car.
The driver was cited for the violations.
Feb. 10 — A vehicle struck a
barrier in the area of I-135 and
K-254, causing the front driver’s
tire to rub against the wheel
well. The vehicle was flagged
down by a passing motorist,
who informed the driver that the
vehicle was on fire. She stopped
and removed her two children
from the vehicle. Officer Trumbull retrieved a fire extinguisher
from his patrol vehicle and put
out the flames. The Kansas
Highway Patrol arrived on scene
and took over the investigation.
Feb. 10 — Officer Gibson
stopped a silver Chevy Silverado with a vehicle defect in the
4700 block of North Oliver. The
driver’s license was suspended.
The vehicle also had an illegal
license plate and he had no liability insurance on the vehicle.
The man was cited for the violations.
Feb. 11 — An employee of
Tree Top Nursery in the 5900
block of East 37th reported a
truck and trailer being stolen
from the business.
Feb. 11 — A caseworker
for the Department for Children
and Families came to the Bel
Aire Police Department to report
of fiduciary abuse case. Investigation is ongoing.
Feb. 12 — A woman from
Las Vegas reported being electronically harassed by a woman in Bel Aire. After receiving
screenshots of various messages between the two individuals,
nothing concerning was observed. The woman was given
instructions regarding how to
report the issue to Facebook.
She was also given suggestions
on how to safeguard herself
from further harassment, but
she was unwilling to take any of
the steps suggested by officers.
Feb. 12 — A social worker
in the 5300 block of North Lycee
reported a resident she cares
for attacked her and slapped
her multiple times and spit in
her face. The suspect admitted
to slapping the woman and spitting in her face. The suspect,
Ashley Ann Chaffin of Bel Aire,
was arrested on a charge of battery and booked into Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility.
Feb. 12 — Officers responded to an unknown accident in
the 11000 block of East 53rd.
Upon arrival, officers found a
gold Nissan Altima in the east
ditch next to the northbound
lane. The driver of the vehicle
was standing on the shoulder of
the road. The officers smelled
consumed alcoholic beverage
on the man’s breath. After conducting standard field sobriety
tests, Richard G. Berg of Wichita
was arrested on a charge of DUI
and other traffic charges.
Feb. 13 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in a school zone in the 4900
block of North Woodlawn. The
driver did not have her driver’s
license. The driver was cited for
the violations.
Feb. 13 — A man reported
a suspicious character video recording the surrounding area in
the 4100 block of North Edgemoor. There was no specific
suspect information provided.
Feb. 13 — Chief Atteberry
reported damage to Bel Aire
police patrol vehicle by sand
and small rocks from a transport hopper in the 4900 block of
North Oliver. The hopper on the
transport truck was misaligned
and was spilling the load onto
the roadway. The result of the
sand being spilled was that sand
and small rocks bounced into the
windshield of the vehicle causing damage. The Kansas Highway Patrol did an inspection on
the truck and trailer and cited
the company for violations.
Feb. 14 — Isely school staff
reported that a student had
been absent from school for
31 days. School staff was concerned because the family has
been homeless in the past.
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Love Your Pet
Residents bring their
dogs to Bel Aire City
Hall for treats during National Love
Your Pet Day Feb. 20.
Treats will be handed
out until they’re gone.
Courtesy photos

Reptiles
Continued from Page 1

already begun expanding into the vacant space
next door to their 37th
and Woodlawn location.
One of the reasons for
their rapid success is a
fun, clever and educational public outreach
program. Daniel Moore
is a key employee who
joined the team as a manager when the Towanda
store opened. Moore has
a unique background and
is extremely passionate
about the exotic reptiles
the store deals with.
“I think one of the
nice things I brought to
the table was my passion
for educating the public
on these animals,” said
Moore. “Before, I lived
in Colorado and I would
do this with my own animals in my free time. I
would go to schools, and
I’ve taught pre-K all the
way up to college seminar level courses about
various animals. So I
really pushed for educational outreaches and
we’ve been starting to do
birthday parties. They’ve
been very supportive and
it’s been really awesome.
We get to go to two or
three events a week.”
Moore is from Alaska.
He was getting a degree
in marine biology and
decided to switch to Zoo
Science at Friends University. He also worked
and studied at the reptile
and amphibian department at the Sedgwick
County Zoo.
The exotic pet store
offers a selection of
animals for hobbyists
and breeders. Moore said
the aim is to offer breeds
of reptiles outside of
the more common and
recognizable ones. The
customers also vary quite
a bit depending on what
they are looking for.
“You have your entry
level hobbyists,” said
Moore. “They might be
looking for something
that’s going to be non-aggressive and easy to care
for. You also have more
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Daniel Moore shows a male granite Burmese
python to a school group recently.

advanced hobbyists and
breeders. They might
be looking to reproduce
various patterns and
morphs when it comes
to the animals or colors.
Then you have people
like me who are into
monitor lizards and so we
had to build some extra
space next door in able to
house them.”
Moore said he does
his best to provide the
knowledge to owners on
how to properly take care
of their animals when
they decide to take a reptile home. Like any other
pet, these animals are a
big responsibility and
require a good amount of
care.
Beyond that, Moore
takes the animals to
schools, birthday parties and other events to
provide experiences that
are simultaneously entertaining and educational.
His goal is to break down

stereotypes about the animals he loves by letting
people get up close and
personal while learning
about them.
Moore knows that
people are scared of the
animals he loves and that
many view them unfavorably; but he is hoping to
change that one encounter at a time. One thing
that motivated him to
want to spread awareness
is the way he saw the
animals being treated on
social media.
“You see these things
like rattlesnake roundups,” he said. “They
literally gather thousands
of rattlesnakes and just
kill them. You don’t
necessarily think about
the good they do for the
environment, but every
animal has a role in our
ecosystem. No animal is
less important than any
other. Rattlesnakes play
a large role in rodent

control; if they go away
you’re going to lose a lot
of your produce. Even
their venom is used for
medical purposes and
cancer treatments and it
has been very successful.”
Another problem
Moore saw with the
public treatment of
animals is more specific
to the southeast United
States. He said that the
accidental introduction of
the Burmese python into
the wild actually helped
control the alligator
population and the alligators helped to control
the python population.
However, they feared the
pythons or found them
unfavorable and began
allowing them to be
hunted. Now, the python
population is down 80
percent and the alligator population is back on
the rise. This has led to
looser population control
rules for alligators and
Moore is afraid of television shows like “Swamp
People” glorifying the
killing of these animals.
“I guess I have a
problem with that,” he
said. “You hear about
Asian countries where
they round up stray dogs,
butcher and eat them.
That’s horrible and you
ask how people can do
that. I guess I feel the
same way about these animals. I understand if it’s
a way of living for you
— that’s a living; but to
go out on boats hooting
and hollering, grab these
things with hooks and
shotgun them in the head.
People rally behind that

and then you have people
hunting them to the point
where it’s an issue.”
Exotic Pets has alligators, even though they
aren’t currently kept at
the store. Moore said
“people lose their minds”
when he brings them to
events. His goal is to
break the ice, especially
since people in Kansas
don’t normally get this
type of exposure to these
animals. He hopes he can
convince a few people
that these aren’t just
creepy, crawly predators,
and he seems to be doing
a pretty good job if his
event bookings are any
indication.
Moore said that despite what people think,
reptiles can be great pets
and are even trainable.
“A lot of it is what is
referred to in zoo science
as enrichment,” he said.
“That’s providing an animal mental stimulation
in its environment. It’s
essential with a marine
mammal; the chimpanzees at the zoo get to go
up and select what they
want to eat on an iPad.
Reptiles are different but
crocodilians have small,
complex brains. I’ve seen

certain species come
and wait for their food
when someone taps on
the water. There’s a lot
of training that goes into
it. When animals aren’t
mentally stimulated, they
kind of lose it. Imagine
sitting in a cage with
nothing to do.”
Moore said one simple
way to keep reptiles
stimulated is to keep
giving them different
scents. They will become
interested and observant.
Changing their diet is
also important. Regularly
altering their environment in a number of
different ways can keep
them active and stimulated. Some can even be
trained in more complex
ways.
“I have an Argentine
black and white tegu at
home,” he said. “They
get about three and a
half or four feet long.
Mine has a puzzle box
with one hole in it and it
knows it has to push this
thing around to try and
get the food out. I also
have glass Pepsi bottles
hanging and it know it
has to hit them with its
nose to make the food
come out.”

