PO Box 120 • 210 W. Main
Valley Center, KS 67147

Breeze
The Bel Aire

February 2020

PRSRT. STD.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 10
VALLEY CENTER, KS
67147

Vol. 15, No. 1

Complimentary copy

Council creates incentive to sell land

is a huge burden and expense
on the city,” said Mayor Jim
The Bel Aire City Council on Benage. “Additionally, the city
Jan. 21 unanimously approved a manager and city attorney are
pair of amendments to employee actively involved in selling this
agreements. The city manager
land to relieve the debt. In an
and city attorney will receive
effort to incentivize them to sell
bonuses based on land sales go- more land as well as compensate
ing forward.
them for the extra work, council
“As you all know, land debt
feels a bonus based on land sales
By Taylor Messick

is a great way to meet this goal.
The bonuses will be paid from
land sale proceeds — so no real
impact on budget — and is only
paid when land is sold.”
Bel Aire resident Bonnie Stinson signed up to speak on the
matter. She stated that she felt
the vote on this issue should be
postponed until the final member

of the council is seated. She also
said she felt no decisions should
be made until the annual land
bank report is out.
“The city manager and attorney both just renewed their contracts last year in June and they
both received raises, which were
well deserved,” Stinson said.
“They also, in their contracts,

have a minimum of 3 percent
increase each year should the
cost of living not go into effect;
so they’re guaranteed a 3 percent
minimum increase every year. I
feel like the reward percentages
that have been stated in these
contracts are too high — if they
See LAND, Page 2

Spring
activities
set for
rec center
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire Rec Center will offer a
variety of activities this spring. Rec officials are encouraging folks to get out, sign
up and have fun with other locals in the
community.
Indoor soccer for ages 4 through 11
begins on March 7. Registration is due
Feb. 15. Cost is $38 for residents and $58
for non-residents. All games are played in
the gym at the rec center. Teams are co-ed
and are divided by age.
“We move the bleachers and it’s pretty
cool,” said coordinator Nick Norris. “They
get to throw and kick the ball off the wall,
so it’s pretty fun. We’ve been doing it for
probably 20 years. It’s cool and different
because you just don’t see it offered at a lot
of places. We have a pretty good turnout
— usually over 100 kids.”
The center offers Heights League baseball ages 11 through 14 and softball ages
11 through 15. Several surrounding cities
participate, including Benton, Whitewater, Valley Center, El Dorado, Circle and
Andover. The cost is $95 for residents and
$120 for non-residents. Heights games
start at the end of April and run until July
4. The deadline to sign up is Feb. 27.
The rec offers its own baseball and
softball leagues as well. Those start in May
and will also be done by July 4. There is
co-ed T-ball for ages 5 and 6, machinepitch baseball for ages 7 and 8, machinepitch softball for ages 7 through 9, youthpitch baseball ages 9 through 11 and
youth-pitch softball ages 10 through 12.
T-ball is $38 for residents and $58 for nonresidents. The others are $45 for residents
and $65 for non-residents.
“The baseball program is great,” said
Norris. “It’s one of our biggest. We’ll probably get a couple hundred kids. It’s busy.
We’re out here playing games Monday
through Friday between us and Heights
League.”
There are some ongoing programs at
the rec center that will continue in the
spring, including Taekwondo. Classes
are Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
See SPRING, Page 5

Courtesy photos

Del Hinckle, who was one of the first members of the Bel Aire City Council, shows a timeline of the
city. Hinckle was elected in 1981, the city’s first council elections.

Bel Aire kicks off
celebration of 40th
By The Breeze staff

Current and former mayors and city
council members came to the kickoff.

The Bel Aire Area Chamber
of Commerce hosted a kick-off
celebration for the 40th anniversary of the city Jan. 23. The event
showcased exhibits from the past
to the present.
About 50 people attended.
Jay M. Price, director of the
Local and Community History
Program at Wichita State University and author of “A City of the
Future — The Story of Bel Aire,
Kansas,” spoke to the group.
Past and current city council
members attended the event.
Del Hinckle received special
recognition by the chamber’s

Historian Jay Price speaks
during the program Jan. 23.

president, Gary O’Neal. Hinckle
served as one of the first members of the Bel Aire City Council,
elected in February 1981, the
city’s first local election.
The city formed in 1980.

Council adopts legislative platform

By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City Council
unanimously approved three
agenda items on Jan. 7.
The council adopted a
legislative platform for 2020.
Some of the issues discussed
at the council workshop were

sales tax, the tax lid, bonds, tax
exemptions, concern for home
rule and property-funded mandates, mental health and K-254
development.
The other two agenda items
were appointments. The first
was the appointment of Jim
Farner to replace Luke Lear on

the Bel Aire Planning Commission. Council member Diane
Wynn expressed concerns that
the governing body wasn’t
given much information on
Farner and asked him to give
a brief summary of his background. Mayor Jim Benage and
other council members said

that Farner’s information was
distributed. Farner was unanimously approved after introducing himself.
The final action was the
designation of a voting delegate
and an alternate to the Kansas
Rural Water Association 2020
Annual Business Meeting. City

engineer Anne Stephens will be
the voting delegate and assistant
public works director David
Leiker will be the alternate.
All members of the council were present. There was a
45-minute executive session
to discuss proposed contract
negotiations.
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Mayor’s
corner
By Jim Benage

Y

ou may have
seen in the
news or read
about cities
finding that recycling has
gotten so expensive they
discontinued the program.
Fortunately, in Bel Aire
this is not the case. We
have a very successful
single-stream recycling
program. That’s very
good as it helps us be
good stewards of the earth
given by God for our use.
You may have heard that
recycling does no good as
it goes to the dump anyway. In Bel Aire this is not
true. Our recycling goes
to Hutchinson for sorting.
There are times when they
do have to send a load of
recycling to the dump. This
happens when too much
garbage and trash is mixed
with the recyclable materials. So, a big part of a successful recycling program is
to make certain we do our
part as we place items in
those recycling bins.
A few simple recycling
rules:
•No — Garbage, food
waste, etc.
•No — Plastic bags
of any kind, not even
trash bags. These clog the
conveyers in Hutchinson,
resulting in damage and/
or shutting down their
operations until the clog is
cleared.
•No — Styrofoam (cups,
plates, egg cartons, etc.).
Better yet, try to not buy
Styrofoam products or
products packaged in Styrofoam. Those cardboard egg
cartons work pretty well.
•No — Yard waste.
•Yes — Nos. 1-7 plastics
(most household products
fall into this range).
•Yes — Rinsed-out
glass containers. Most
recyclers do not take glass,
but Hutchinson takes glass
containers.
•Yes — Tin or aluminum
cans. Please, rinse these out.
•Yes — Any kind of
paper, not shredded, not
containing food, especially
greasy pizza boxes.
China imposed its Green
Fence Initiative in 2013 and
now has stopped taking recycled plastic. China’s standard for allowable contaminates was 1.5 percent per
bale of recycled material.
Many tons of recyclables
were rejected for having too
much contaminates. This
has caused more pressure
on the U.S. market for recycled products. Too much
product reduces the price.
That’s basic supply and
demand. This puts pressure
on the recyclers to keep cost
down or raise their price to
continue to make a profit.
We need to help the
Hutchinson facility by
properly rinsing and separating our recyclables. Help
by making sure no trash
and garbage is mixed with
the recyclables. Doing this
helps keep down the price
we pay for recycling.
The residential recycle
fee since mid-2017 is $4.06
per month on your water
bill. Before mid-2017 it was
$4.
If you are not currently
participating in the recycling program, just call City
Hall at 744-2451. The city
staff will get you set-up.
You are paying for it, might
as well use it.
Let’s continue to be
good stewards of God’s
earth by helping our recycling program continue to
be successful.
It is an honor to serve as
your mayor.
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City responds to parking complaints
By The Breeze staff

One of the most common complaints that come
into the City of Bel Aire
concerns parking violations
— parking of vehicles, trailers, boats, campers, motor
homes, etc.
City officials said the
location of the offending
piece of property determines what city department
responds to the complaint.
Generally, if the property
is parked or stored in the
street, the call will be directed to the police department.
If the property is parked or
stored in the driveway past
the sidewalk or in the yard
or side yard, the complaint
will be directed to the city
code enforcement officer.
The city offered guidance on some of the more
common on-street complaints:
•Parking too far from the
curb line. All vehicles must
be parked on the right side
of the road with the right
wheels within 12 inches of
the curb line. Additionally,
the vehicle’s right wheels
cannot be on the yard side
of the curb with only the
left wheels on the roadway.
•Storing a vehicle on
the road. Some residents
have more vehicles than
their driveways can handle,
so they often put the least
used vehicle in the street to
store it until needed. When
complaints come into the
police department, an officer will go by the location
of the call to check on the
vehicle. In most cases, it
is apparent the vehicle has
not moved for a long time
(debris built up around the
wheels, heavy dust on the
vehicle, etc.).

Land
Continued from Page 1

should be given any, really.
I’m not quite sure what the
objective is for doing this.
… I just don’t feel like it’s
necessary. Everybody has
had jobs that have required
them to go above and beyond their normal working
days, myself included.”
Stinson also said she
was concerned that the
contract states there is an
“at least” amount, and she
wondered if that meant the
amounts of the bonuses
are subject to change. She
wanted to know whether
there was an ending date
for the program. And
finally, she had questions
about which properties
would be included in the
incentive program.

In most cases, the officer
will place a Tow Sticker
on the vehicle, indicating
the vehicle will be towed
in 48 hours from the time
the sticker was placed on
the vehicle. (Removal of
the Tow Sticker will not
keep the vehicle from being
towed.) The officer will
likely also place a citation
or a warning citation on the
vehicle. It is at the discretion of the officer whether
to write a citation or a
warning citation after they
evaluate the situation.
•Parking or storing trailers on the road. Trailers,
boats and campers are not
to be parked or stored on
the road. Cars, trucks and
travel homes can be left
on the road for 48 hours. If
a contractor or resident is
actively engaged in work
at a residence or business
and has a trailer parked on
the street, not attached to a
vehicle, then officers will
use their discretion and take
note that it is a temporary
situation.
A trailer attached to a vehicle is not a violation and
does not make it subject to
immediate impound. It is
viewed as part of the vehicle. However, the vehicle
and trailer cannot interfere
with traffic and are subject
to the 48-hour time limit.
Some residents have purchased boats, jet skis and
trailers and are upset when
they discover the newly
acquired property cannot
be stored in the street, their
driveways or their front
yards.
•Parking or storing
unregistered vehicles on
the street. Unregistered
vehicles or vehicles with
expired registrations parked

or stored on the roadway
are, by definition, inoperable. An inoperable vehicle
cannot be operated, parked
or stored on the road or on
other property open to use
by the public.
In these cases, the officer
has few options. In most
cases, the officer will place
a Tow Sticker on the trailer
or property indicating the
property will be towed in
48 hours. This gives the
owner of the property time
to make arrangements
for proper storage of the
property. The officer will
likely also place a citation
or a warning citation on the
vehicle if the owner can be
identified in the state database. It is at the discretion
of the officer whether to
write a citation or a warning
citation after they evaluate
the situation.
•Parking across and
blocking a sidewalks. Police said laws and ordinances are written to help make
people safe. In this case, if
the sidewalk is blocked or
obstructed by a vehicle, it
creates a situation where
a pedestrian using the
sidewalk has to divert the
safe route of travel around
the illegally parked vehicle.
Unless it is necessary to
avoid conflict with other
traffic or at the direction
of a police officer, it is a
violation of law to park on a
sidewalk.
If a complaint is received
by the police department,
it is likely a parking citation will be issued to the
offending vehicle’s primary
registered owner.
All parking offenses can
result in a parking citation.
Chief Darrell Atteberry
said the police department’s

wish is that the parking
offenses don’t occur in
the first place. But, if they
do occur, it is important
that the parking offense is
remedied as quickly as possible. A high percentage of
these situations have been
reported to the police by
people living in the neighborhood.
The police department
uses bright orange “Tow
Stickers” placed on a conspicuous place on a vehicle
to give notice to the owner
or the person responsible
for the property that the
vehicle must be moved
within 48 hours. Moving
the vehicle a few feet does
not restart the Tow Sticker
clock.
To resolve a common
misconception, if the Tow
Sticker is removed and the
vehicle or piece of property
remains in place, the time
clock does not start over.
The original date placed on
the original Tow Sticker is
when the vehicle will be
removed.
A parking violator often
will call into the police
department to complain
about a parking citation and
demand the parking ticket
be taken back. They also
often demand to know who
the person was that leveled
the complaint about the
illegally parked vehicle or
property. The police department will not be able to
give satisfaction for either,
Atteberry said.
Once a parking ticket is
issued, it is electronically
transferred to the municipal court. No member of
the police department has
the authority to remove
the ticket from the system.
If there are extenuating

circumstances to be argued,
it must be done through the
city attorney or in the court
to the Judge.
The police department does not disclose the
identity of citizens doing
their civic duty to keep their
neighborhoods free from
violations of city codes.
From the police department’s interactions in the
community, it is clear that
most of our citizens enjoy
having their neighborhoods
free of trailers, inoperable
vehicles or other city code
violations.
There are also off-street
violations that a brought
to the attention of the city
code enforcement officer.
Disabled or unused
vehicles, trailers, boats and
campers cannot be placed in
the driveway of a residence
for more than 72 hours
as witnessed by the code
enforcement officer.
To be legally stored on
a residential property, the
property must be stored in
a way that conforms with
city code:
•Behind the setback of
the residence.
•On a prepared surface
that does not allow grass
or weeds to penetrate the
barrier.
•Shielded from view
from the street.
If there is a violation observed by the code enforcement officer, the property
owner will receive a notice
by mail of the violation and
a reasonable amount of time
to resolve the violations of
city code.
It is nearly always the
case that once made aware
of the violation, residents
work at correcting the
violation.

Council member Justin
Smith was supportive of
the move.
“I’ve seen them do a
lot of work outside the
typical responsibilities
of a city manager and
a city attorney,” Smith
said. “The responsibilities that they’re taking on
are to help us reduce our
land debt and help us by
selling land. That’s the
key issue we have had in
Bel Aire for a long time
is selling land. … As we
think about things we can
do to increase our ability
to sell land, setting up an
incentive structure that
encourages the folks that
are largely responsible
for selling the land to sell
more land. I feel like that’s
what these contract amendments we’re setting up are
designed to do.”

Smith also praised the
work city attorney Jacqueline Kelly has done in
negotiating and advising
the council on these issues.
He said it was just as important to incentivize her
as well as the city manager.
Council member Joel
Schroeder was also in
favor of the action. He
called the land debt “the
millstone around the city’s
neck” and said the incentives don’t even scratch the
surface of the money that
will be freed up for the city
by selling land.
“This is a big deal,”
said Schroeder. “It’s this
thing we’ve gotten in and
it controls us. Thirty-nine
percent of our budget goes
to land debt. It’s just this
albatross. We can talk
about what streets we want
to improve and we’re spin-

ning in the wind because
we’re broke. And why are
we broke? Because we
have a whole bunch of
land we cannot get rid of.
Getting rid of the land is
the thing that matters. We
spend $2.9 million a year
on land debt. We might
actually be able to fix a
street or two with that.
Wouldn’t that be nice? …
We’ve gone from 2,000 to
1,000 acres and the only
way we’ve gotten rid of
that is the city manager
has had to sell it. If the
number one goal is to sell
land and the city manager
is the only person that ever
brokers it, we need the city
manager to wake up every
single morning saying ‘I
need to sell land today.’ He
could sleep under his desk
the rest of the time, and
if that’s all he ever did, it

would be worth it. That is
how important it is.”
All members of the
council were present. A 15minute executive session
was unanimously approved
and was taken near the
beginning of the meeting
to discuss personnel matters. Mayor Jim Benage
asked for another executive session for 15 minutes
near the end of the meeting
to discuss the appointment of the final member
of the council. Council
member Jeff Elshoff said
he thought those conversations should be public and
voted against the executive
session; however, the executive session passed with
a 3-1 vote. Following the
closed-door meeting, the
council returned to discuss
the selection of the final
council member in public.

host a church brunch quarterly.
Special events are announced on the church sign,
Facebook and by mailings.
Please call to be added to our
mailing list or email shage
meister@sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions
support large local charities like Open Door, Grace
Med or Youthville, as well as
small charities like Flint Hills
Therapeutic Riding Center and
Wichita Children’s Home, to
name a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us at
744-0203.

Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program
is at 6:30 p.m., with Velocity
Student Ministries for youth
meets at 7.
Adult small groups meet
throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is Jacob
Soyez. Children’s pastor is
Nathaniel Thurman. Call the
church at 755-2331.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran is at 53rd
North and Hillside, across
from Wichita Heights High
School.
Worship services are held
at 9 .m. (contemporary) and 11
(traditional). Communion is
offered at both services. Sunday School for all ages begins
at 10:10 a.m.
For more information about
the church and its activities,
find us online at www.christlutheran.org, on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/
CLCwichita/ or call 744-1242.
Chad Langdon is the pastor.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection
(Roman Catholic) is located
at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel
Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s day
are 5:30 p.m. Saturday and
8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday masses are at 8 a.m.
Tuesday through Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from preschool through eighth grade.
The parish/school website
is www.resurrectionwichita.
com, and the telephone number is 744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel
is located at the corner of 45th
North and Arlene.
If you have any questions
about our church, please call
Amy Smith at 323-2819.

Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number is
686-0208.
Sunday worship is at 10:15
a.m. A nursery is provided.
Wednesday study groups at
6:30 p.m. include adult studies, youth and Awana.
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free family
fun event from 4 to 6 p.m. the
third Saturday of each month.
See you there.
Pastor is Jim Rackham, and
youth pastor is Tate Strasner.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N. Oliver
in Bel Aire, Sunday services
are 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Prayer service is at 7 p.m.
Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on the
first Saturday evening of each
month.
Phone number is 744-1502.
The Rev. Gary D. Green is the
pastor.
Greenwich United
Methodist
Greenwich UMC at 5500
N. Greenwich Road is one
mile south of K-254 and five
miles north of 21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9 a.m.
with Life Studies for all ages
from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church each
Wednesday for prayer and
fellowship.
United Methodist Women
meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month and

Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday worship is at 9:03 a.m. (contemporary) and 11 (traditional), with
Sunday school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of each month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number
is 744-1221.
LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint is
located at 400 S. Abilene in
Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday
school meets at 9 a.m., with
Kids Church at 10:30. There
is no regular Sunday night
service. For special activities,
check online at www.lpcag.
org.

Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th
North in northeast Wichita.
You can reach us at 6835538 or via email at postmaster@risensavior.net.
Sunday morning services
in our Worship Center are at
8 and 10:30, with a nursery
and Children’s Church during the 10:30 service. We
provide adult Bible classes
and children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide options to participate in a variety
of Bible studies, fellowship
and service opportunities for
all ages.
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter — search
RisenSaviorICT! Find out
everything Risen Savior has
to offer on our website www.
risensavior.net.
Senior pastor is Tom Harmon. Assistant pastor is Nick
Cordt.
Saint Michael Western Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox
Christian Church is at 2710 E.
61st North, Park City.
It is a congregation of the
Antiochian Orthodox Chris-

tian Archdiocese of North
America.
Worship with us Sunday
Adult Class at 9 a.m., morning
prayer at 9:45 a.m. and Holy
Eucharist at 10 a.m., and
Wednesday Holy Eucharist at
6 p.m.
Men’s Bible study group
meets at 7 p.m. on the first and
third Monday.
Women’s Bible study
group meets at 10 a.m. on the
second and fourth Friday.
Wednesday service is at 6
p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and pastor. The Rev. Deacon Basil
Anderson is assistant. Frank
Tritschler is head chanter.
Readers are James Finneran
and Moses Rothenberger. Mrs.
Sally Buxon is organist.
For more information call
734-6248 or go online www.
saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.
com. Email inquiries to jfflora@icloud.com.
Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N. Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.
with worship service at 11.
For more information, go
online at www.godscloset.com
or on Facebook (Gods Closet
- Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s upcoming events and service times to
legals@arkvalleynews.com or
call 755-0821.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Woman: Dog
a priority

found the suspect walking
near 34th and Rock Road.
The vehicle he was driving was reported stolen
and had multiple firearms
inside. The suspect also
had multiple felony warrants.
— The Breeze staff

for achieving a grade point
average between 3.50 and
3.99 for the semester:
From Bel Aire are Yohali
Cortez, Emily Evans,
To its rescuer, the dog
Victoria
Patchett, Javier
should have come first.
Silva and Nicole Timme.
On Dec. 29, a Bel Aire
The following area
officer was on his way to
students,
listed with their
check the welfare of an
year
in
school
and major,
individual when he saw a
were named to the dean’s
parked car at Rushwood
honor roll for the fall 2019
and 37th with its doors
semester at Fort Hays
open. He slowed to a stop.
State University:
He then saw a woman
From Bel Air are Chrisrunning around in trafIt appeared he wanted
topher
Michael Jacobs,
fic in the eastbound lanes one more chance.
senior,
information netchasing a Dachshund.
On Jan. 10, a woman
working
and telecommuAfter a few moments, she in the 5600 block of
nications (computer netcaught the dog. When
North Toler reported to
working); Spencer Dean
he saw that the woman
Bel Aire police that her
The following area
Webb, senior, psychology;
caught the dog, the officer ex-boyfriend showed up
students were named to
and Carolyn J. Creekmore,
went to his priority call.
to her workplace. She said the president’s honor roll
senior, elementary educaLater, the woman who they had been in a dating
for the fall 2019 semester tion.
had been chasing the dog relationship for four years, at Butler Community ColTo be eligible, students
called to complain about
and it ended in June of
lege for achieving a grade must have completed 12
the officer. She wanted
2019. The man moved to
point average of 4.0 for
or more credit hours and
the officer to disregard his Colorado Springs.
the semester:
earned a minimum grade
priority call to help find
On Jan. 10, the woman
From Bel Aire are
point average of 3.60 for
the owner of the dogs and said, he arrived at her
Megan Castillo, Melissa
the semester.
take them off her hands.
residence in Wichita to
Crocker, Adelynn Hobbs,
Emily O. Brand of
— The Breeze staff give her their dog. When
Amanda Murfin, Chi
Wichita was named to the
she was not there, he con- Nguyen, Trinh Pham,
dean’s academic honor roll
tacted her workplace. She Larasati Poerbaningrum
for the fall 2019 semester
told him she did not wish and Joel Tweet.
at Baylor University in
to see him, and he could
Madison Spencer of
Waco, Texas. To be elileave the dog at the house. Wichita was named to the gible, students must have
Bel Aire police helped He then showed up at her honor roll for the fall 2019 earned a minimum grade
workplace and proposed
semester at Cloud County point average of 3.7 in a
capture a man who was
to
her.
When
she
told
him
Community College in
wanted by the Sedgwick
minimum of 12 semester
no
and
that
the
relationConcordia. To receive this hours.
County Sheriff’s Office.
On Dec. 31, a sheriff’s ship was over, he began to honor, students must be
— The Breeze staff
plead with her and “tried
enrolled in a minimum
deputy attempted to stop
to manipulate” her into be- of 12 hours of college
a silver Ford Flex near
32nd and Woodlawn. The ing in a relationship again, coursework and earn a semester grade point average
vehicle took off eastbound police said.
She said she told him
between 3.60 and 3.899.
and hit three cars in Park
no,
and
he
said
he
would
The following area stuCity. The driver fled on
be
waiting
at
her
residents
were named to the
Jordan Ellison of Bel
foot near K-96 and Rock
dence.
The
woman
said
dean’s
honor
roll
for
the
Aire
received the Craig and
Road.
her ex was seen driving up fall 2019 semester at But- Jolene Biggs Scholarship
A Bel Aire officer asand down Toler Road after ler Community College
from the Barton Commusisted in the search and

Ex sought
another chance

he left her workplace. The
woman was advised by
Bel Aire police to seek a
protection-from-stalking
order at the Sedgwick
County Courthouse.
Police called the man.
When he was asked to
meet at the police department, he refused. The man
said he would not attempt
to contact the woman
again.
— The Breeze staff

Students on
honor rolls

Police foil
suspect’s escape

Local students
receive honors

nity College Foundation.
The Foundation presents
scholarships each year from
funds received through its
fundraising events, endowments and annual scholarship gifts.
Nikita Hammond,
Andrew Kempf, Thomas
Kemp, James Myose and
Joshua Weber, all of Bel
Aire, earned academic
honors for the fall 2019
semester from Kansas State
University. To do so, they
had to earn a grade point
average for the semester of
3.75 or above on at least 12
graded credit hours.
— The Breeze staff

Students
graduate

Melissa Marie Mihalcin
of Bel Aire was announced
as a candidate for a doctor
of philosophy in pharmaceutical chemistry from the
University of Kansas.
Karthik Reddy Reguri
of Wichita graduated with
a master of science from
Southern Arkansas University in Magnolia, Ark.,
during fall commencement
ceremonies held Dec. 13.
Reguri majored in computer
and information science
from the College of Science
and Engineering.
Cynthia Webster of
Wichita graduated with a
master of science in nursing
(adult & gerontology acute
care nurse practitioner)
from Graceland University
in Lamoni, Iowa.
— The Breeze staff

Students on
dean’s lists

Tasia Roberts of
Wichita was named to the
dean’s list for the fall 2019
semester at Rockhurst
University in Kansas City,
Mo. This honor recognizes
students who achieved a
grade point average of 3.5
or above for the semester.
Carly Holm of Bel
Aire was named to the
president’s list for the fall
2019 semester at Washburn University in Topeka.
Students on the president’s
list took at least 12 graded
credits and achieved a 4.0
grade point average for the
semester.
The following area
students were named to
the dean’s list for the fall
2019 semester at Newman University: Christian
Dehoet, Carley Sullivan,
Joseph Thom and Makael
Whipple.
To qualify for the
dean’s list, students must
complete at least 12 credit
hours and achieve a grade
point average of 3.5 or
higher.
Christopher R. Schrag,
of Wichita, was named
to the dean’s list for the
fall 2019 semester in the
John Deere Tech program
at Southeast Community
College in Milford, Neb.
To receive this honor, a
student must complete at
least six semester credit
hours with a minimum
grade point average of 3.5.
— The Breeze staff

DEATHS
JEFFREY DeGARMO

Jeffrey Lawrence DeGarmo, 64, of Valley Center, died
Dec. 26,
2019.
He
was
born
Sept. 17,
1955, in
Larned
and
attended
DeGarmo
school
in
Macksville. He was a pilot
plant manager at KochGlitsch LP. He graduated from the University
of Kansas with a bachelor
of science in chemical
engineering and went to
work for Koch in 1981. He
was a former board member
of Kansas Grown Farmers
Market. He managed his
North 4 Acres vendor booth
for 24 years. Each January,
he started his yearly tomato
crop from seed, then planting approx 2,500 tomato
plants, yielding tons of
tomatoes that he sold June
through October. He was a
Grant Township representative. He was an avid runner,
qualifying several times for
the Boston Marathon and
participating in it twice.
He also participated in the
annual River Run and the
Prairie Fire Marathon. For
his 50th birthday, he ran
50 miles, nonstop, and 60
miles nonstop for his 60th
birthday.
He was preceded in
death by his father Robert
DeGarmo and stepfather
Eldon Lutz. Survivors
include his wife of 31 years,
Lynanne Therese (Rohlman) DeGarmo; children
Erica DeGarmo (Michael
Matthews) of Santa Cruz,
Calif., Nicki Vossman
(Ashley Cervantes) of
Kechi, Andrew (Adeline)
DeGarmo of San Diego,
Calif., Lydia (Conner) DeGarmo Hampton of Kechi,
Meredith (Seth) DeGarmo
Mertins of Bel Aire and
Jason DeGarmo (girlfriend
Emily) of Wichita; grandchildren Milo, Corbin,
Maren, Adeliine, Crew with
two more due in February
and one in April; mother
Betty Lutz of Lenexa; sisters Chrissy (Gary) Pippin,

Ryan’s Dog
Grooming
217 N. Oliver
Kechi, KS
371-7258

Debbie (Kelly) Kephart,
Julie (Don) Burkhart and
many nieces and nephews.
Service was Dec. 31 at
Calvary United Methodist
Church, Wichita. In lieu of
flowers, memorial to Kechi
United Methodist Church
for a Green Space Children’s Playground. Baker
Funeral Home of Valley
Center had charge.

Jordan Hild, Lisa Hild, Carinne Hild and Anna Hild;
great-grandchildren Easton
Marshall, Jackson Marshall, Carter Paslay, Colbie
Paslay, Ellis Paslay, Eryn
Paslay and Flynn Hild.
Funeral Mass was Jan.
24 at the Church of the Resurrection Catholic Church.
Memorials to the Priests
Retirement & Education
Fund c/o Catholic Diocese
of Wichita, 424 N. Broadway, Wichita KS 67202.
Downing & Lahey Mortuary East Chapel has charge.

retiring to the Downtown
Laundromat.
He was preceded in
death by his parents, brothers Junior and William
“Bill” Medley, sister Phyllis
Medley, stepmother Ann
Medley and granddaughter
Abigail Medley. Survivors include his daughter,
Denise (Chris) Kostelac, of
Shawnee; sons Rick (Tricia)
Medley of Bel Aire and TerROBERTA GEORGE
ry Medley (friend Rhonda)
Roberta George, 92, of
of Topeka; grandchildren
Bel Aire, died Jan. 8, 2020.
Avery Kostelac, Colby
She was born March
Kostelac, Tasha Kostelac,
19, 1927, at Whitewater to
Russell (Cassie) Medley,
Harry and Dorothy HindSOREN MEDLEY
Carol (Wes) Fickes, A.J.
man.
Soren Ray Medley, 81,
Medley, Jake Medley and
Graveside service was
died Dec. 31, 2020.
Brooke Medley; greatJan. 14 at Wichita Park
He
grandchildren Annabelle
Cemetery. Baker Fuwas
Medley Bennett Medley,
neral Home of Wichita had
born
Adalynn Fickes and Jace
charge.
July 5, Fickes; and friend Anthony
1938, in Vandervoorn.
JEANE HILD
Tampa,
A celebration of life was
Jeane M. Hild, 90, of
Kan.,
held at Jan. 11 at Jackson
Wichita, died Jan. 16, 2020.
to Cecil Mortuary.
She
Lee and
was preJoseWARREN SHARKEY
ceded
phine
Warren Sharkey, 78, of
in death Medley
ElizaWichita died Jan. 7, 2020.
by her
beth
He was born Oct. 1,
husband, Miller Medley. He gradu1941. He worked for 30
James
ated from Durham High
years at General Motors for
“Jim”
School in 1956. He spent
30 years. He also worked
Andrew many years farming, raising as a real estate agent and a
Hild;
and showing Polled Herecommercial truck driver. He
parents ford cattle, traveling to trim
Hild
James
hooves on cattle and workStewart ing construction. He later
and Clara W. Eisenbart
worked in maintenance for
Gregg; and siblings Richthe Wichita schools and in a
ard, John, Bill, Paul and
pest control business before
Barbara. Survivors include
daughters Kim (Randy)
Neill of Longmont, Colo.,
and Lori (Doug) McNeil
of Castle Rock, Colo.; sons
James “Jimmy” (Kerri) of
Wichita, Tom (Cecilia) Hild
of Bel Aire and Mike Hild
of Bel Aire; grandchildren
Sean (Lauren) Marshall,
Taylor (A.J.) Pasley, Joshua
McNeil, Andrew (Alison)
Hild, Julia Hild, Sarah
Hild, Kate Hild, Tyler Hild,

enjoyed
bowling
and was
an avid
drag
racer
with an
NHRA
Wally
trophy.
He
Sharkey
was preceded
in death by his parents and
brothers Gil and Norman.
Survivors include his wife
of 58 years, JoAnn; son
Jim of Wichita; daughter
Jennifer (Kevin) Connell
of Bel Aire; grandchildren
Alexander (Kayla) Connell,

Nicholas (Haylee) Connell,
Russell (Bailey) Sharkey,
Shaun (Heather) Sharkey
and Amber (Colton) Dening; niece Eileen; nephews
Eric, Brett, Matt, Brian,
Noah and Ryan, seven
great-grandchildren and
many other family and
friends.
A celebration of life will
be held at a later date.
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City of Bel Aire
Bel Aire Seniors

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.
The Bel Aire Senior Center will be closed for all programs when USD 259
schools are closed due to inclement weather. For more information, please call
744-2451, Ext. 135.

Locations

Senior Center/Community Room
7651 E. Central Park Ave. / 744-2451
Recreation Center
5251 E. 48th North / 744-2700

Weekly Events

Pickleball — Monday, Thursday, Friday 9 to 11:30 a.m., Rec Center,
$2/person
Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8-9 a.m., Rec Center
(indoors)
Line Dance Class — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., Community Room
Sew & Sew More — Monday, Wednesday & Friday, noon,
Rec Center.
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40
for four weeks or $5 per class. Call Chris at 620-640-2104 for
more info.
Bridge Games — Tuesday, 1 p.m., Senior Center, must RSVP.
Low Impact Aerobics — Wednesday, 9 a.m., Rec Center
Open Sewing — Wednesday, 10 a.m., Rec Center
Senior Breakfast — Fridays, 9 a.m., various locations

Community Events

Feb. 4 — City Council, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Feb. 5 — Municipal Court, 7
p.m., City Hall
Feb. 12 — Lions Club, 11:30
a.m., Gospel Assembly Church
Feb. 13 — Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m., City Hall
Feb. 17 — Utility Advisory
Committee, noon, City Hall

Feb. 18 — City Council, 7
p.m., City Hall
Feb. 20 — Municipal Court,
noon, City Hall
Feb. 24 — Tree Board, 7 p.m.,
City Hall
Feb. 26 — Lions Club, 11:30
a.m., Gospel Assembly Church
More information can be found
at www.belaireks.gov.

Monthly & Special Events

Feb. 3, 6:30 p.m. — Potluck and Valentine Day crafts, City Hall
Feb. 8, 10 a.m. — Volunteer library work group, Senior Center
Feb. 6, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta card game, Senior Center, RSVP
Feb. 13, 2 p.m. — Open card and board games, Senior Center
Feb. 18 — Ladies dine out, call Anita 744-2840 for more info
Feb. 19, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. — Blood pressure check (sponsored by Catholic
Care), Rec Center
Feb. 19, 1 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
Feb. 20, 1 p.m. — Hand and foot canasta, card game, Senior Center, RSVP
Feb. 24, noon — Covered dish dinner and program, Rec Center
Feb. 27, 2 p.m. — Open card and board games, Senior Center

Bel Aire Recreation

HELP WANTED
We are accepting applications for
dance instructor. Classes can be
held on Thursday evenings and/or
Saturdays. Contact Ashley Sherwood at asherwood@belaireks.
gov if interested.

ActivStars Cheerleading
Come cheer at Bel Aire Rec! Sign
up at www.mw.activstars.com
starting at $9 per class.
Enrollment ends Feb. 4 (Tuesday
evenings).

belts.

Dynamic Aging
Geared toward individuals age 50
and above. Practice a variety of
movements in a safe environment.
Classes meet at 9 a.m. Tuesdays
and Thursdays.
Adult Pickleball
Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. in the Rec
Center gymnasium. $2 drop-in
fee.

ActivStars Tumbling
Come tumble at Bel Aire Rec!
Sign up at www.mw.activstars.
com starting at $9 per class.
Enrollment & practice begins
Feb. 3 (Monday evenings).

Yoga
Classes held Mondays and
Wednesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. Participants need to provide their own
yoga mat. Teens & adults can join
at any time.

DIY Valentine
Come create a holiday craft and
make a seasonal treat! $8 for one
adult and child per session. $3 for
each additional child. Feb. 8 at 9
a.m.

Barn Quilt Workshop
Bring the beauty of quilts to the
city. No skills needed. For this
class you will take home a finished project. Space is limited;
please call to reserve a spot. First
Saturday morning of each month.

Indoor Soccer
For ages 4 through 11. Practice
begins the last week of February
and games are scheduled to begin
March 7. Registration deadline is
Feb. 15.
Wichita Heights Junior
Baseball/Softball League
For boys ages 11 through 14 and
girls ages 11 through 15. Registration restrictions apply; please call
for more information.
Registration deadline is Feb. 29.

Senior Aerobics
Includes fat burning cardio aerobics. Low-impact exercises designed to reduce stress on your
joints and back while using all
major muscle groups. Meets
Wednesdays from 9 to 10 a.m.

Fitness Center
Need a place to work on your
New Year’s resolutions? Check
out our fitness center. The Fitness
Center consists of elliptical cross
trainers, free weights, multistation
weight machine, recumbent bike
School’s Out Camp
Need something for the kids to do and treadmills.
during spring break? Sign them
FREE Senior Programs
up for our School’s Out Camp! A
Line dancing, senior aerobics, Bel
day full of sports, games, arts &
crafts and more activities. March Aire Walkers, gameday, potluck
dinners, sewing, blood pressure
16 through 20 from 7:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Registration is required checks and more. Please call Bel
Aire Rec for more information.
by Feb. 29.
Taekwondo (ages 5 & up)
Classes meet Tuesday and Thursday at 6:30 p.m. These are great
classes for beginners to black

For more info about any Bel Aire
rec program, call 744-2700, visit
www.belaireks.gov or follow us
on Facebook @BelAireRec.
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BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Dec. 15 — Officer Steele responded to a non-injury accident
in the 8300 block of East 53rd
North. A 2015 Nissan Sentra was
traveling east on 53rd when it
rear ended a 2017 Kia Soul. The
driver of the Kia was issued a citation for failure to signal a turn.
Dec. 15 — Officer Steele responded to a non-injury accident
in the 5300 block of North Rock
Road. A 2007 Ford F150 left the
road and struck a retention cable
to a utility pole.
Dec. 15 — Officer Trumbull
responded to a report of domestic violence damage to property in
the 3800 block of North Oliver. A
man and woman were in a verbal argument. The woman’s two
daughters went to their bedroom
and locked the door. The man was
upset and kicked the door, causing the door latch and doorframe
to break apart. The man left before the officer arrived.
Dec. 16 — Officer Crice responded to a vehicle wreck in the
5000 block of North Greenwich. A
2006 Toyota was southbound on
Greenwich when the driver lost
control on the snow packed and
icy roads. The vehicle slid into the
ditch, hitting several cement culverts, and came to rest in a tree
row. No injuries were reported.
Dec. 16 — Officer Trumbull
responded to a sex offense in the
6200 block of East 41st Circle.
An adult female with disabilities
reported that her uncle inappropriately touched her. The woman
said she just wanted to report
the incident and did not want her
uncle to get into trouble or be arrested.
Dec. 18 — Officer Manuel
assisted the Kechi Police Department with a domestic violence
disturbance call in Kechi.
Dec. 18 — A student reported as a runaway from an address
in Wichita was located at school
in the 5500 block of North Lycee.
The student was released to his
mother at the end of the school
day.
Dec. 18 — Lt. Foxx and Officers Stearns and Steele responded to an EMS call in the 4900
block of North Hillcrest. The patient had been on the floor since 4
a.m. The patient was transported
for treatment.
Dec. 18 — A man turned in
a box containing three stuffed
animals to the police department.
The items were submitted as evidence for safekeeping.
Dec. 19 — Officer Crice responded to a vehicle wreck in the
4000 block of North Clarendon. A
2010 VW struck a parked F-350
Van which was legally parked.
Dec. 19 — Officer Crouse responded to disorderly conduct in
the 4800 block of North Glendale.
A repossession worker attempted
to repossess a vehicle. There
was a loud, verbal disagreement
regarding the attempted repossession.
Dec. 19 — Sgt. Davis responded to a domestic violence
call in the 4300 block of North
Country Lane. A man and a woman were involved in a physical
disturbance when the woman attempted to leave the residence. A
physical altercation took place and
the woman ended up with scratch
marks on her neck and upper lip
as well as a large clump of hair removed from her head. The male
was arrested and booked into the
Sedgwick County Adult Detention
Facility on a charge of domestic
battery. The suspect’s name was
not available.
Dec. 19 — A man from the
8500 block of East Chris reported
a friend asked to use his car and
then drove off with the car without gaining permission.
Dec. 20 — A female student
reported that a male student at
Heights was sharing nude photos
of her that he had on his phone.
The phone was seized and the
case transferred to the Exploited

Spring
Continued from Page 1

Payments are made on a
monthly basis and participants can choose between
one and two days per week.
The cost is $20 per month
for one class or $30 for
two for residents. The cost
is $35 per month or $45
for two for non-residents.
The course is instructed by
Kim’s Academy of Wichita.
Yoga is another ongoing
class and has the same fee
structure as Taekwondo.
Yoga is instructed by local
Marty Hess and classes are
Mondays and Wednesdays
from 6 to 7 p.m.
Pickleball is Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. in the
rec center gym. The cost is
$18 for one class per month
or $28 for two for residents
and $33 for one class a
month and $43 for two for
non-residents. It is free to

Letters of support

Courtesy photo

On Jan. 9, the Bel Aire Police Department had a
visit from the Sunrise Christian Academy firstgraders. They left the officers some appreciation cards for Law Enforcement Appreciation
Day.
and Missing Child Unit for investigation.
Dec. 20 — A woman in the
4300 block of North Country
Lane called police because of
a continuing domestic dispute.
This time it was because she was
trying to locate her car key and
she believed her boyfriend was in
possession of it.
Dec. 20 — Sgt. Davis stopped
a black Toyota Corolla in the
4300 block of North Woodlawn
because it had no taillights. The
odor of burnt marijuana was detected coming from inside the
vehicle. When the driver and passengers exited, the front passenger admitted to be in possession
of marijuana paraphernalia. The
passenger was cited for possession of paraphernalia.
Dec. 20 — Sgt. Davis stopped
a black Toyota Corolla in the 4300
block of North Woodlawn because
it had no taillights. The odor of
burnt marijuana was detected
coming from inside the vehicle.
Upon a search of the vehicle, two
empty liquid THC vials were found
in the driver’s purse. The empty
vials were seized. Investigation is
ongoing.
Dec. 20 — A woman at a care
facility in the 4900 block of North
Tierra Lakes Parkway was found
to be in possession of a set of
brass knuckles and illegal drugs.
The care facility seized the brass
knuckles.
Dec. 21 — A woman reported a Cox employee came to her
residence and asked to enter her
backyard to remove old equipment in the 4900 block of North
Hedgerow Court. The worker cut
her AT&T lines as well as the old
Cox service lines.
Dec. 21 — Officer Steele responded to an ongoing animal
control issue in the 4100 block of
North Farmstead.
Dec. 21 — A man in the 6500
block of East St. James Place
called 911 about his wife of eight
months. They had a disagreement
and he thought she was upstairs
smashing things. Upon further
investigation, the woman had
dropped a clothes hamper on the
floor. The woman gathered a few
belongings with her and left for
the night to stay with a friend.
Dec. 22 — Officer Manuel
stopped a black Ford Edge in the
5600 block of East 39th North for
failing to use a turn signal twice.
The driver, Courtney R. Hohl of
Bel Aire, was arrested on a charge
of DUI. Inside the vehicle were
three open cans of Bud Light and
a Glock 17 pistol. The handgun
was submitted as personal property.
Dec. 22 — Officer Steele
responded to a vehicle wreck at
53rd and Rock Road. A 2015 Ford
Transit Connect was going west
on 53rd when it collided with the
2016 Hyundai Veloster that had
been going north on Rock Road.
The driver of the Ford failed to

stop for the stop sign at Rock
Road and was issued a citation
for running a stop sign.
Dec. 24 — Chief Atteberry
reported citing a driver for speeding and no insurance in the 4000
block of North Oliver.
Dec. 24 — Officer Steele
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 10000 block of East 53rd
North. The driver was cited.
Dec. 24 — Chief Atteberry reported citing a woman for speeding and expired license plate in
the 5200 block of North Woodlawn.
Dec. 24 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4600 block of North Rock
Road. The driver was cited for
speeding and for not having a
driver’s license in possession.
Dec. 26 — A man reported a
woman refused to leave his residence in the 8500 block of East
Chris. After officer spoke with
both parties, it was discovered
that both were heavily intoxicated. Both individuals said they
were arguing over the ownership of a silver Cadillac Deville.
The woman, Sherry B. Hurtado
of Wichita, had multiple warrants
and she was arrested.
Dec. 26 — Chief Atteberry reported citing a woman for speeding and driving with an expired
Oklahoma driver’s license in the
4100 block of North Edgemoor.
This is the third time in less than
a year the woman had been cited
for driving on an expired Oklahoma driver’s license.
Dec. 27 — A woman in the
5700 block of North Lycee again
reported to police that her upstairs neighbor allows his dog to
urinate and defecate on his balcony. The excrement and urine
drops down onto her balcony. The
woman said she has gotten little
assistance from the apartment
management.
Dec. 27 — A Bel Aire resident caught a man entering his
silver Toyota Corolla parked on
the street near his residence in
the 4400 block of North St. James
Place. The thief fled but was
caught by the vehicle owner and
held for police. The thief admitted
to entering the vehicle and rummaging through property looking
for something to take. The thief
was arrested and transported to
the Juvenile Intake and Assessment Center.
Dec. 28 — A man in the 5900
block of East Clarendon reported
that someone rummaged through
his mailbox and opened some of
his mail.
Dec. 28 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a red Chevy Malibu with
a defective passenger side headlight in the 3800 block of North
Oliver. The driver did not have a
driver’s license. Smithwick also
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana coming from the vehicle.
Smithwick found a clear glass
jar with a green leafy substance

anyone with a yearly pass.
“You just kind of show
up and play,” said coordinator Ashley Sherwood.
“The people are really nice
and they will help you out
if you haven’t played before. They are really open
to new players because
they love having people to
play with.”
One special event that
will be offered this month
is the DIY Valentine. It is
Feb. 8 and starts at 9 a.m.
Pre-registration is required.
It is an event for a parent
and child and the cost is $8
per adult and $3 for each
child.
“There will be instruction available,” said
Sherwood. “They’ll be able
to make their own holiday
craft and also their own
holiday treat. They just
need to make sure they
register before and all they
need to bring is themselves.”
Activstars Cheerlead-

ing started on Jan. 21 and
a new program, Activstars
Tumbling, starts Feb. 3.
The programs are for ages
4 through 15. Sign-up will
still be available until three
weeks after the start date.
They start at $9 per class.
Tumbling meets Monday
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Cheer meets on Tuesdays.
Ages 4 to 6 go from 6 to
6:45 p.m., ages 7 to 9 go
from 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. and
ages 10 to 15 go from 7:30
to 8:30.
“Turnout has been really
good,” said Sherwood.
“Considering the program
was new last year and we
totaled almost 40 girls,
that’s pretty good. We’ll
wait and see how many we
get this year.”

consistent with marijuana. The
driver said he had forgotten his
stash was in the vehicle. He was
cited for his traffic violations and
given a notice to appear in court
for marijuana possession.
Dec. 29 — Officer Trumbull
stopped a vehicle for speeding in
the 4100 block of North Woodlawn. A records check showed
the driver’s license was suspended. The driver also had a City of
Wichita warrant. The woman was
cited for speeding and for driving
with a suspended driver’s license.
The woman was then arrested,
transported and booked into the
Sedgwick County Adult Detention
Facility for the warrant. The suspect’s name was not available.
Dec. 29 — Officer Manuel observed a gray Pontiac G6 traveling
north on Rock Road. The driver
failed to maintain a single lane of
travel and crossed over into the
on-coming lane. The driver then
signaled without turning, and
did not have a tag light. When
stopped for the violations in the
5000 block of North Rock Road,
it was discovered the driver was
driving with a suspended driver’s
license. The driver was cited for
the violations.
Dec. 29 — A Bel Aire officer
was on his way to a check the
welfare call when he saw a parked
car at Rushwood and 37th with its
doors open. He slowed to a stop.
He then saw a woman running
around in traffic in the eastbound
lanes chasing a Dachshund. After
a few moments, she caught the
dog. When he saw that the woman caught the dog, he went on to
his priority call. Later, the woman
who had been chasing the dog
called to complain about the officer. She wanted the officer to
disregard his priority call to help
find the owner of the dogs and
take them off her hands.
Dec. 29 — A woman reported
not hearing from her daughter
in person for over a week. She
has been texting and Facebook
messaging her daughter with
no response. Wichita police officers later made contact with the
daughter.
Dec. 31 — Deputy Langford
with the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Office attempted to stop a
silver Ford Flex near 32nd and
Woodlawn. The vehicle took off
eastbound and hit three cars in
Park City. The driver fled on foot
in the area of K-96 and Rock
Road. Officer Manuel assisted in
the search for the suspects and
found the suspect walking in the
area of 34th and Rock Road. The
vehicle he was driving was reported as stolen and had multiple
firearms inside. The suspect also
had multiple outstanding felony
warrants.
Dec. 31 — A man in the 6500
block of East Rodeo reported that
his 13 year-old foster child ran
away. He reported that he had
an extensive runaway history. He
was located at a former foster
home. The young man said he
did not intend to return home, so
he was transported and checked
into the Wichita Children’s Home
as a runaway.
Dec. 31 — Two men n the
5700 block of East Denise reported a portion of their Christmas
lights were damaged when some
unknown person cut wires that
were powering the lights.
Jan. 1 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a white Chevy Traverse
for running a stop sign in the
4700 block of North Woodlawn.
The driver was found to have a
suspended driver’s license and
two active Sedgwick County warrants. He was cited for the violations and given a Bel Aire Municipal Court date. Perry L. Grey of
Bel Aire was arrested on a charge
of failure to appear in court.
Jan. 3 — Officer Crouse
stopped a black Jeep Liberty for
speeding in the 5000 block of
North Oliver. During a search of

the vehicle, paraphernalia, marijuana and vape pens containing
tetrahydrocannabinol were located. The driver, Austin R. Jordan of
Wichita, was arrested on charges
of reckless driving and possession
of marijuana and paraphernalia.
A passenger, Cortnie D. Golden of
Andover, was arrested on charges
of possession of marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Jan. 3 — Officers were dispatched to a shots fired call in the
5900 block of East 41st North.
Upon making contact with a suspect, he admitted to shooting his
BB gun in the backyard of his residence. Sgt. Davis educated the
young man on Bel Aire’s City ordinance regarding BB guns. They
are not to be fired within the city
limits of Bel Aire. He was given a
verbal warning for the offense.
Jan. 4 — A man in the 5100
block of North Colonial reported
hearing a commotion in the front
of his house. When he got outside, he saw that a neighbor’s
dog had chased his cat up a tree.
The man took the dog back to his
neighbor’s house and conversed
with the dog owner about his dog
running at-large. In response, the
dog owner complained about the
man’s cat roaming the neighborhood antagonizing his dogs. Both
were warned and informed of the
Bel Aire city ordinance about dogs
and cats being at-large.
Jan. 5 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Lycee reported she had been preparing to
clean up her downstairs patio for
visitors when she found what she
believed to be urine on her patio
furniture. She believes it is from
her upstairs neighbor’s dog, urinating on the deck over her patio.
The apartment complex management was notified.
Jan. 5 — Officers were dispatched to Hoops Academy to
check for a wanted person in the
5200 block of North Toler. The
reporting party stated a man at
that location had two warrants
through Sedgwick County and
Wichita. The man, Treg A. Hardeman Jr. of Wichita, was located,
arrested, transported and booked
into the Sedgwick County Adult
Detention Facility.
Jan. 7 — Officer Smithwick
responded to the 3900 block of
North Oliver. A teenager was upset at his grandfather for getting
his Wi-Fi privileges taken away.
The grandfather was trying to
speak with the teen in the garage when the teen yelled at his
grandfather. The grandfather admitted to overreacting and losing
his cool when he shoved the teen,
whose head hit a window in the
garage. The grandfather, Gregory
K. Patton of Bel Aire, was arrested
on a charge of battery. He was
transported and booked into the
Sedgwick County Adult Detention
Facility.
Jan. 8 — Deputy Bagby with
the Sedgwick County Sheriff’s
Office stopped a Silver Cavalier
at 45th and Ironwood. Officer
Manual assisted with transporting a passenger to the Sedgwick
County Adult Detention Facility.
Jan. 8 — Officer Steele responded to a non-injury accident
in the 4700 block of East 37th
North. A 2016 Subaru Outback
was turning when it was struck
from behind by the 2016 Kia
Forte.
Jan. 8 — Officer Steele responded to a non-injury accident
in the 4500 block of North Oliver.
A 2017 Ford F150 was struck from
behind by a 2017 Ford Escape.
Jan. 8 — Officer Smithwick
stopped a silver Oldsmobile after
seeing the vehicle had no inoperable tail lamps in the 7400 block
of East 53rd North. The driver
was found to be driving with a
suspended driver’s license. The
driver was written a warning for
tail lamps and a citation for driving while suspended.

Jan. 8 — Six male students
from the 5500 block of North
Lycee were found to be vaping.
The vape pen was placed into
evidence.
Jan. 9 — A silver Toyota Corolla was seen displaying a license
plate that showed suspended, removed and expired in the 4800
block of East 45th North. The
driver was found to be driving
with a suspended license and had
no proof of liability insurance. He
was cited for the violations.
Jan. 9 — A woman came to
the station to report an unknown
person entered her unlocked
2009 Mitsubishi Gallant that was
parked on the east side of her
apartment building in the 5600
block of North Lycee. The suspect
did not remove any items, just
“trashed” the inside. There was
also a large scratch on the side of
the vehicle.
Jan. 10 — A local business in
the 3800 block of North Hillcrest
called to report a man was not
leaving the premise after being
fired. The business representative
wanted the man trespassed from
the property. The man was trespassed and told that he will be
arrested if he returns to the business. The man left the property
with no issues.
Jan. 10 — A woman in the
5600 block of North Toler reported her ex-boyfriend showed up to
her workplace. She said they had
been in a dating relationship for
four years, and it ended in June
of 2019. The man moved to Colorado Springs. Today, he arrived at
her residence in Wichita to give
her their dog. When she was not
there, he contacted her workplace.
She told him she did not wish
to see him, and he could leave
the dog at the house. He then
showed up at her workplace and
proposed to her. When she told
him no and that the relationship
was over, he began to plead with
her and “tried to manipulate” her
into being in a relationship again.
She said she told him no, and he
then said he would be waiting at
her residence. The woman said
her ex was seen driving up and
down Toler Road after he left her
workplace. The woman was advised by Officer Smithwick to seek
a protection-from-stalking order
at the Sedgwick County Courthouse. Smithwick made contact
with the ex via phone. When he
was asked to meet at the police
department, he refused. The man
said he would not attempt to contact the woman again.
Jan. 10 — A 2001 Chevy
Silverado northbound in the
5400 block of North Greenwich
struck one of three horses that
were walking in the road. It died
at the scene. The owner of the
horse was located and came to
the scene.
Jan. 11 — A man reported
a green Mustang left the road in
the 3800 block of North Woodlawn, traveled over a curb, damaging city property, and then left
the scene. Shortly after the call,
Officer Trumbull found a vehicle
matching the description parked
in a driveway on East Quail
Ridge. The owner of the vehicle
stated his sister was driving his
vehicle at the time of the crash.
He made contact with his sister
by phone and she returned to fill
out a traffic crash report form.
She was issued a citation for the
crash.
Jan. 13 — A man reported
he was driving east on K-254 and
hit black ice. His vehicle slid on
the ice, hitting the cement retaining wall of the bridge.
Jan. 15 — Officer Manuel
responded to vandalism in the
4900 block of North Tierra Lakes
Parkway. One of the three red
signs indicating the end of Tierra
Lakes Parkway had a profanity
and a smiley face written on it
with a hardened semi-clear white
paint.

Another special offering this year is the Schools
Out Camp during Spring
Break starting March 16 for
kindergarten through fifth
grade. Pre-registration is
required by March 6. There
is a daily fee or a fee for
the entire week. It is $20
per day for residents and
$25 for non-residents. It is
$90 for the whole week for
residents and $115 for nonresidents.
“There will be a sport
theme and a craft each
day,” said Sherwood. “We
will go outside and play on
the playground. We’ll also
do some creative things
and just enjoy hanging out
together. There will be a

good mix. It’s a chance for
kids in our area to hang out
outside of school. We’re
just having fun.”
And finally, the city’s
Spring Festival is April 4
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the rec.
The normal food trucks,
face painting, petting zoo,
bouncy houses and other
activities will be back again
this year.
“The Easter Bunny will
be there and there will be
15,000 eggs,” said Sherwood. “And this year, we’ll
have some bigger prizes.

There will be special coins
hidden in some of the eggs
that will get you a bigger
surprise than just candy.”

CLASSIFIEDS
8 For Sale
1 plot at Resthaven Gardens
of Memory in Rose Garden. Lot
3C with vault. Individual marker
with vase opening and closing
316-518-3868.
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Lisa Lauper has about six shelves of fragrances available for use by customers in
her Aroma Bar. She is running a test workshop with a group of entrepreneurs on
Feb. 1 and will make her fragrance-crafting classes available to the public.

The Nectar Republic team recently put the finishing touches
on their Aroma Bar workshop room and workstations are
ready for customers.

Nectar Republic to open Aroma Bar
By Taylor Messick

Nectar Republic’s
showroom might be
quaint, stylish and unsuspecting, but don’t be
fooled — there is a major
operation going on at this
blue-chip aromatherapy
headquarters. Owner Lisa
Lauper started the business
about three years ago.
Lauper originally
opened he store in Wichita’s Clifton Square in late
2016 after starting the
business out of her home
about eight years ago. She
said she started making
candles for herself — just
for fun. When she started
sharing her craft with
others, she kept getting
the same message: people
wanted to buy them.
“I started off as a little
sole proprietorship,” said
Lauper. “I was just going
to farmers’ markets to see
how it was going to go. It
was kind of my side gig
but it went over really
well.”
She was able to cultivate important relationships at those farmers’
markets that have been
good for her business. She
met many of the farmers
who supply the beeswax
for her candles while attending those events. She
donates 5 percent of her
profits to the “Save the
Bees” campaign. She said
it would be a dream come
true to someday buy local
acres and start her own
honeybee farm to supply
her business.
After about six months
in Clifton Square, Lauper
started second-guessing
the location. The operation
was almost immediately
too big for the original
location.
“It just didn’t make
sense,” said Lauper. “We
get pallets and pallets of
glassware and wax. At
our old shop location you
couldn’t even get pallets
inside. We would have to
put it down on Douglas
and then go out and break
it down and carry it all
inside. It was a workout. It
was terrible. But you don’t
know those things until
you really get into it.”
That’s when Lisa
thought of Bel Aire. She
attended Southeast High
School but her family
moved to Bel Aire afterwards, so she was familiar
with the community. Lauper previously worked at
Atomic Billboards, a business that was renting space
right across the alley from
where her business now
sits at 3963 N. Woodlawn
Court No. 1. She knew
Buck Alley from that
previous job and reached
out to him about renting
space in his units near 37th
North and Woodlawn.
Since moving in, she
has already expanded her
operation with more space
twice. The front showroom
can be deceiving but there
is an extensive operation
in full swing behind the
scenes. Lauper and her
team receive their materials at the store, make their
products from scratch,
store them, ship them and
still find time to operate
a retail showroom. They
also still travel across the
country to promote and
market their products,
which are currently sold

in Whole Foods in two
regions as well as several
boutiques and shops across
the Midwest.
Lauper speaks highly of
her employees. She views
herself more as their team
member than their boss.
She still shovels snow and
carries boxes. She is more
interested in sharing the
responsibilities of the business than delegating them.
“I really enjoy working
in a team environment,”
said Lauper. “For years
I was isolated and working in a basement in my
house. It really felt disconnected. I would have the
opportunity to engage
people on the weekends
at farmers’ markets. It
has been rewarding and
fulfilling to bring in these
other ladies on my staff.
I’m always open to learn
new things and listen to
their suggestions. A lot of
times we kind of bounce
ideas off one another. It
challenges me to be better and do more. I think
cross-training is really
important. I like having a
team that basically has the
same skillset and can help
each other.”
Lauper also designs
all of the packaging and
branding for her products.
She has a degree in communications from Wichita
State University and said
that background has
helped her business.
“It was basically a mix
of new media and integrated marketing and I minored in graphic design,”
she said. “That whole
skillset — I use for my
business. I don’t outsource
any of that. I would say
that really helped us financially in a big way. I’d
love to tell people I got my
degree in candle-making.
But I do all of my design,
packaging and website.”
With rapid growth
keeping her busy, Lauper
said she has been missing out on some of the
community interaction she
really desires. Her newest
idea is aimed at getting
closer with the community while encouraging
interaction and creativity.
Her latest expansion was
to open a room in the store
that she has now turned
into a classroom. She has
dubbed that section the
Aroma Bar.
“We want to do more

with the public and be
engaged on a local level,”
she said. “We’ve kind of
gotten away from that with
our growth. I can’t wait
to get feedback from the
customers about Aroma
Bar because it’s really for
them. It’s about what they
want. We buy everything
in bulk so it makes it really easy for them to have
a lot more options to make
these things versus having
to go spend $100 just to
try it. It eases the barrier
to entry to explore new
hobbies. And you also get
some neat, natural products to take home.”
Lauper already has
shelves full of scents to
experiment with and plans

to keep adding more in
with other people so that
the future. Customers can they can make it at the
make their own candles,
soaps, bath salts and more.
Private parties and open
classes are available.
“I just like making new
things all the time,” said
Lauper. “I think when
you’re looking at art as a
business, you have to differentiate yourself in replicating what you created.
I think maybe that’s where
the artist doesn’t want
to produce on that level
where the entrepreneur is
looking at how to replicate
a consistent product and
make the process easier.
For me, it’s like marrying
those two ideas together to
take my craft and share it

same level of quality as I
can.”

