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Major
road
project
delayed
By Taylor Messick

Goodbye, 2020

It was a year we’ll never be able to forget

I

t’s a year we want to
forget, but we’ll never be
able to. We can’t wait to
put 2020 behind us and
move on.
As we prepare to start a
new year, it’s important to look
back at the circumstances that
shaped us. We can learn from
the misfortune and the mistakes.
There are plenty of reasons
to mourn, but we have many
reasons to be thankful.
The communities in north
Sedgwick County are poised
for growth as opportunities
await them in 2021. We’re

optimistic about the future.
With hopes of learning from
the past, here is a look back at
the top news stories of 2020 in
the Bel Aire area:

city council, a replacement
for him was needed. John
Welch received one less vote
than council member Diane
Wynn in the November election but did not automatically
win the vacant seat, according to city’s specified application process.
City policy dictated that
Stephen F. Austin senior
applications would be taken
Nathan Bain hit the biggest
by the mayor in order to
shot of his career with a
determine the final member
game-winning layup at Camof Bel Aire’s city council.
eron Indoor Stadium in DurMayor Jim Benage was elect- ham, N.C., to upset the Duke
ed mayor in November 2019, Blue Devils in overtime,
defeating David Austin. Be85-83. Duke was the No. 1
cause Benage was previously team in the country coming
serving as a member of the
into the game and had won

January

150 straight games at home
against non-conference opponents dating back to 2000.
Bain’s game-winning layup
came following a spectacular defensive play by his
teammate, Gavin Kensmill.
Kensmill dove on the floor to
secure a loose ball and threw
a pass to Bain at half court,
who no one expected to get
to the hoop for a layup at the
buzzer with just three seconds left. Bain came to Kansas from Freeport, Bahamas,
in 2012 to play basketball for
Sunrise Christian Academy.
See 2020, Page 6

The Bel Aire City Council on Dec.
15 unanimously voted in favor of an
agreement that moves the timeline for
the Woodlawn reconstruction project
into 2021. Bel Aire’s city engineer
and city attorney are still working
to obtain temporary and permanent
easements for the expansion.
This supplemental agreement is
between the City of Bel Aire, the
Kansas Department of Transportation
and the Secretary of Transportation.
KDOT requires all necessary easements to be obtained before bidding
for a project can take place. Bidding
was originally scheduled for October
2020 but this agreement will extend
the project bidding to February 2021.
“I have been in contact with our
representative at KDOT and have
been keeping him informed,” said
city engineer Anne Stephens. “He has
been very pleased with the progress
and has made no mention of moving
the date again.”
Construction is expected to begin
in May 2021 and could take about a
year to complete. Traffic interruptions
are expected but City Manager Ty
Lasher said the plan is to keep at least
one northbound lane open through
the duration of the construction.

In other business, the council:
•Unanimously accepted petitions for Prestwick berm and landscaping, Phase 2 of storm
water drain improvements and Phase 3 of
paving, sanitary sewer and water distribution
improvements for Central Park 3rd Addition.
•Unanimously approved resolutions of
advisability for paving, sanitary sewer, storm
water drain, water distribution system and
Prestwick berm and landscaping improvements in Central Park 3rd Addition.
•Unanimously accepted a bid of $186,660
from Mies Construction for sanitary sewer
and water improvements in Phase 3 of Central Park 3rd Addition.

Ultrasonic blind cleaning comes to Bel Aire

By Taylor Messick

Mike Seybert has brought
a business that specializes in
window coverings at Bel Aire’s
new WAM Capital complex at
4615 N. Cypress Drive. Radical
Bubbles sells, installs and repairs
top-notch blinds from Hunter
Douglas and offers a unique,
effective way of keeping them in
good condition.

“We use an ultrasonic cleaning
machine to do everything including fabric, faux wood and mini
blinds,” said Seybert. “We can
do all of them except real wood
in the machine because they get
submerged. The way it cleans
is like a giant jewelry cleaning
machine… It is a water-based
solution. There isn’t a ton of soap
because the machine itself does
the cleaning. When you turn an

ultrasonic cleaning machine on,
there are — for lack of a better
term — speakers in the bottom of
the tank. They put a high frequency sound wave through the water
and it disturbs the water enough
that it makes these microscopic,
unstable bubbles — or radical
bubbles. When those bubbles hit
something, they don’t pop like a
balloon. They implode and collapse down on themselves. They

force a vacuum next to the surface of the blind and it is sucked
clean from that implosion.”
Seybert started the business
in 2012 after discovering this
unique cleaning technique. He
said he only knew of one other
ultrasonic blind cleaner in the
area back then. Seybert brings
his trailer of equipment and his
ultrasonic machine to the job site,
removes blinds from the building

and does the work on location before reinstalling the clean blinds
for his customers. He has customers who get cleanings every 18
months and others who are using
his service on blinds that have
collected years of grime.
“The bathroom and kitchen
blinds will always be the dirtiest
in the house,” said Seybert. “The
See BUSINESS, Page 3

Upgrades coming for Central Park addition
and water distribution improvements. Resolutions of advisOn Dec. 15, the Bel Aire
ability for each of those projects
City Council approved a numwere also unanimously passed
ber of items relating to Phase
by the council. Those resolu3 of Central Park 3rd Addition.
tions establish benefit districts
Petitions for improvements, res- that will be impacted by the
olutions of advisability and bids improvements and determine
for job work were approved.
how special assessments will be
Petitions were unanimously spread among the districts. The
accepted for Prestwick berm
resolutions also give estimated
and landscaping, storm water
costs for comparison during
drain, paving, sanitary sewer
bidding.
By Taylor Messick

The city council unanimously selected low bids from Mies
Construction for water, sanitary
sewer and storm water improvements. City engineer Anne
Stephens was happy Mies was
able to perform the work for all
three of the projects and said
the continuity will be beneficial
during construction. Mies bid
$193,931.50 for storm water
drains, $123,010 for sanitary
sewers and $63,590 for water.

“Basically, where Mount Bel
Aire is — the big, old dirt pile
just north of City Hall — that’s
where this project is going to
be located,” said Stephens.
“Mount Bel Aire is going to be
no more and I’m sorry to tell
the children that their ski hill is
going to be gone. It is going to
be developed into houses but
we are glad to see more rooftops coming to Bel Aire… The
mountain is going to get spread

out over the entire site. Some
of it will be on the landscaping
and berms in front of Central
Park to screen the development.”
This is part of The Landing
and will contain single family
homes. City Manager Ty Lasher
said they will be between
$250,000 and $300,000. Lasher
said this is the same developer
See CENTRAL, Page 6
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HIGHLIGHTS
Mayor’s
corner
By Jim Benage

H

appy New
Year.
Hopefully,
your
Christmas and New Year
celebrations were peaceful.
Our city manager,
Ty Lasher, received the
Buford Watson Jr. Award.
This is the highest award
possible for members of
Kansas Association of
City Managers (KACM).
It is an annual award.
It was quite an honor
and privilege to welcome Kathy Sexton, city
manager of Derby and
president of KACM, to
our city council meeting
on Nov. 17. She presented the award to Ty
Lasher in recognition of
his outstanding service to
the City of Bel Aire and
KACM. No city manager
in south-central Kansas
has received this award
in the past eight years.
Congratulations to Ty
Lasher for such outstanding service to our community.
More good news on
land sales:
•On Dec. 4, the Land
Bank sold 80 acres just
on the northwest corner
of 53rd and Webb Road
for more housing development. This was for
$720,000.
•On Dec. 17, the
Public Building Commission sold about $600,000
worth of land in the Sunflower Commerce Park.
This transaction involves
Occidental Management.
Occidental is a welcome
endorsement of the Sunflower Commerce Park.
Having such a well-recognized developer will
certainly drive synergy
towards more developments in the Sunflower
Commerce Park.
That’s $4,838,000 in
land sales in the last four
months; 2020 ended with
very good progress in
land sales.
We still have an opening for the Tree Board.
You can send applications to me or use the
online volunteer form.
In the November edition of this column, I
stated that Battin would
be rebuilt by the end
of 2020. That was the
information we had at
that time. The contracts
for this work have been
signed and money allocated. However, the contractor and others thought
there was too much risk
of bad weather to begin
this project so late in the
year. Bad weather will
extend the project time
and cause more hardship
on the residents. So, this
project will be done in
the Spring 2021 when
the weather looks more
favorable to complete it
within 30 days.
Please continue to be
safe. Wash hands often.
Practice 6-foot distance
and wear a mask when in
public/close contact with
others. Let’s continue to
support each other.
Here’s to a better year
in 2021.
It is an honor to serve
as your mayor.
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— The Breeze staff
Local students
on honor rolls Driver arrested
The following area stu- after wreck

dents were named to the
president’s honor roll for
having a 4.0 grade point
average in the fall 2020
semester at Butler Community College.
•From Bel Aire:
Elizabeth Bouton, Megan
Castillo, Elenia Henry,
Adelynn Hobbs, Landry
Jordan, Rachel McConnell, Amanda Murfin, Stacey Murfin, Chi Nguyen
and Kira Voth.
•From Wichita: Sydney Duncan, Isaac Eldridge, MyAngel Jones,
Seth Langenberg, Lyn
Parker, Shahzaib Siddiqi,
Brantajia Thomas, Mary
Wadigasinghage, Bader
Altohol, Samuel Atchity,
Carissa Beck, Clayton
Birkle, Etienne Borrego,
Miranda Boswell, Henry
Brinckerhoff, Adisyn
Cornali, Jaelyn Crawford,
Jason Felihkatubbe, Anna
Hockett, Ibrahim Jesri,
Rasha Khaleel, DeannaRika Laxa, Julianna
Parham, Treyton Patty and
Kaira Stewart.
The following area students were named to the
president’s honor roll for
having a grade point average between 3.5 and 3.99
for the fall 2020 semester
at Butler Community College.
•From Bel Aire: Hunter
Dreifort, Ryan Ducote,
Arianna Garraway, Yosief
Gebremicheal, Tessa Lies,
Lal Piang Muana, Tracy
Muhoya and Victoria
Patchett.
•From Wichita: Allison
Crow, Daniel Gonzalez,
Cartiline Mrema, Kendra
San, Sarah Alva, Dorian
Franklin, George Githechi,
Morgan Herbig, Demarcus Hull, Dawood Jesri,
Pomalin Kongmanychanh,
Blaise Mayes, Nicholas
Roskam, Alicia Schultz,
Corwin Spencer, Ryan
Swint, Alex Tillison, Tom
Tran, Lewis Umeri, Jonathan Wessel, Jaden Langston, Christian Vasquez and
Dalen Williams.

A check of the license
plate showed that the
vehicle was stolen out of
Colorado, police said. Two
suspects were handcuffed
and held for Butler County
authorities.
Bad turned to worse for
— The Breeze staff
one Wichita driver in Bel
Aire Nov. 20.
Bel Aire police responded to the 4500 block
of North Woodlawn where
a one-vehicle wreck was
reported. A driver lost
Police solved a dinner
control of his 2008 GMC dilemma.
truck while driving reckOn Dec. 4, a woman in
lessly and spinning the
the 4400 block of North
truck’s tires.
Mission reported to police
The truck left the road, that her foster child was
struck a culvert and enupset and out of control
tered a ditch.
because he did not want to
The driver was cited for eat pizza rolls. The foster
driving with a suspended
mother tried to get in
license, racing on the
touch with the boy’s casehighway, reckless driving, worker, but with no luck.
driving with no liability
A Bel Aire police offiinsurance and transporting cer responded and negotiopen container of alcohol. ated a resolution. The boy
During the investigagladly accepted peachestion, the driver assaulted
and-cream oatmeal for
the officer and actively
dinner instead of the pizza
resisted arrest. Sergio Ivan rolls.
Hernandez of Wichita was
— The Breeze staff
arrested and booked into
the Sedgwick County Jail
on charges of assault of a
law enforcement officer
and resisting arrest. A
passenger, Saray Moan of
Newton Medical Center
Wichita, was arrested on
(NMC) announced Dec. 2
a charge of interference.
that it will become NMC
Police said the passenger
gave misleading informa- Health, effective Jan. 1,
2021. This change comes
tion.
— The Breeze staff as the organization prepares to expand services
throughout Harvey County
and surrounding communities.
Under the continued
ownership of Newton
Stealing a car is appar- Healthcare Corporation,
ently tiring.
NMC Health will more acOn Nov. 24, two Bel
curately reflect the broadAire police officers were
reaching health system
traveling to Augusta to
Newton Medical Center
get a patrol vehicle from
has become, as well as help
Parks Motors. While on
individuals identify the
U.S. 54, the officers saw
continuum of care prowhat appeared to be a traf- vided by the organization,
fic crash in the median in the company said in a news
front of them.
release.
A vehicle tried to leave
“This is more than just a
the area, so the officers
new name. What it means
followed it. The vehicle
to the organization and
stopped in a driveway. The improving the health of our
driver said he fell asleep
community is truly excitwhile driving and the veing,” said board of director
hicle entered the median.
chairman Willis Heck.

Police solve
food dilemma

Newton Med
changes name

Police find
stolen vehicle

Why the change?
“It has been a two-year
journey that started with
our board’s new vision in
2019,” said President and
CEO Val Gleason. “At
NMC, we stand on the
shoulders of greatness with
Axtell Christian Hospital,
Bethel Deaconess Hospital and all of the amazing
employees and medical
staff who have served our
community since 1887.
When we merged hospitals and became Newton
Medical Center, it allowed
for a generation of growth
that was so effective, we
outgrew our own name. As
NMC Health, we are ushering in the next generation
of healthcare and growth.
NMC Health more clearly
defines who we are, what
we’ve become, and what
we stand for — improving
health.”
The new name and logo
reflect the history of the
organization as Newton
Medical Center with the
initials “NMC,” while
showcasing the broad purpose of the organization.
— The Breeze staff

to that neighbor and not
putting the majority of
the water down there. I’m
not saying that we are but
we are going to be taking
a look at it. It doesn’t
include an overall study of
Eagle Lake or Fawn Lake
or anything downstream.”
Stephens said she expects to get some information on grading but does
not expect to encounter
any largescale issues. The
city was initially concerned about the Corps of
Engineers getting involved
in case the dam was found
to need major changes but
the city has been informed
that minor drainage changes could be studied and
made with a less expensive, nationwide permit.
City council members said
Dec. 1 that they’d prefer
to include the dam to find
out if it is contributing to
drainage issues.
— Taylor Messick

Student cadet
recognized

Cadet Col. Peter Porcaro, a senior at Northeast
Magnet
High
School,
received
After excluding the
the
Eagle Lake dam from a
JROTC
drainage study approved
Marine
on Dec. 1 for Aurora Park, Corps
Hillcrest and Cozy Drive, Legion
a study of the dam was
of Valor
added back Dec. 15. Kaw Bronze
Porcaro
Valley Engineering studCross
ied the dam and recomfor
mended improvements in Achievement Award. He
2018.
is the first Wichita cadet
“Garver submitted
to receive this distinction
an amendment for their
since the district’s JROTC
agreement to study the
program began in 2000.
areas of Eagle Lake that
To be considered for
were identified in the Kaw the award, cadets must
Valley report,” said city
have an MCJROTC and
engineer Anne Stephens.
academic class standing in
“Because there is also
the Top 25 percent of their
some pervasive flooding
class. Last school year
that has been identified
Porcaro was first in his
in that area, we extended
class of 161 students and
the scope of the study to
a member of the National
look at the overflow and
Honor Society.
expand Garver’s survey
— The Breeze staff
to make sure we’re doing
what we can to be fair

Eagle Lake
dam studied

Council tackles drainage issues
By Taylor Messick

you plat it in angles of
the alignments as well as
lengths. Then, if you take
all those angles and lengths
together, they should
form a complete square or
rectangle; it should close.
Many of the properties
over there do not close;
there are gaps. Something
is not correct in those
alignments or lengths.
Garver has experience —
not necessarily working in
Aurora Park — but working with this gentleman’s
plats in subdivisions in
other areas.”
Rather than surveying
for precise property lines
now, Stephens believes
Garver can get a good
enough idea of property
lines for drainage projects
in these neighborhoods.
She said there is always
an option to have a survey
done later, either by the
city or by residents of the
neighborhood.
“(Garver) will go
through when they are
doing the initial survey for
the drainage work, take
a metal detector out and
see if they can find any

The Bel Aire City
Council approved drainage studies in Aurora Park,
Hillcrest (Arthur Heights)
and Cozy Drive at its
Dec. 1 meeting. A bid of
$38,100 from Garver Engineering was selected out of
three submissions.
The item came about
when Aurora Park residents brought a petition to
the city for street improvements in their neighborhood that included a drainage upgrades. When the
council decided to pursue
solutions to drainage issues
in Aurora Park, which is a
gravel street, the decision
was made to also include
two additional gravel
streets that also need drainage improvements. Ditches
along gravel streets generally present more drainage
issues than paved streets
with curbs, gutters and
stormwater systems.
There are issues with
Aurora Park’s plat that
have made property lines
uncertain in the neighborhood. The city had the option to hire Garver to map
out precise property lines
at an additional cost not to
exceed $20,400, but city
engineer Anne Stephens
advised against it for now. 18 For Rent
“The surveyor who
For rent in Valley Center — 2
platted the original propbedroom duplex with central
erty just didn’t do a very
heat and air, kitchen appliances
good job,” said Stephens. and washer and dryer hookups.
“When you plat property, No pets. 316-744-8020

property pins,” she said.
“If they do… they will do
a good enough job to approximate probably within
a foot or so of the actual
property line. It’s not going
to be exact. It’s not something you’d want to hang
your hat on in a court of
law. But it would be good
enough for what we need.
… If we’re coming in and
we know within a foot of
where that boundary is,
we’re going to stay on the
city’s side of that foot and
stay a little bit tighter with
our right-of-way. We’re not
going to need it.”
Ken Lee of Garver said
precise mapping wouldn’t
be necessary for the engineer in this project. He said
it would be more necessary
for a street design. Lee said
the work would generally
be done in the existing
ditches and that he doesn’t
expect to change where
the improvements are at
the limits of the right of
ways. However, there is a
possibility that easements
could need to be obtained
in some circumstances if
there isn’t enough room or

CLASSIFIED ADS
Advertise
here
Call 755-0821

if utilities are in the way.
The original request for
proposal for this project
also included a drainage
study for Eagle Lake, the
dam and Fawn Lake for
an additional $10,000 but
those items were removed
from this bid. There was
some confusion about
whether dam improvements would raise issues
with Corps of Engineers.
Council members Jeff
Elshoff and Justin Smith
said they were concerned
about how much these
lakes could be contributing
to drainage issues in the
three gravel neighborhoods
and discussed potentially
adding studies for them
later.
Stephens said it is the
city’s policy that residents
should maintain the grades
of the drainage ditches on
their properties. She said
the city will work to get

the grades of those ditches
to proper levels as best as
it can before turning the
responsibility to homeowners.
cil:

In other business, the coun-

•Elected Justin Smith council
president with a 3-0-1 vote.
•Approved an agreement
with Sedgwick County for Senior
Center services with a 4-0 vote.
•Approved a farm lease with
Eldon and Harris Entz with a 4-0
vote.
There was a 20-minute executive session taken to discuss
land acquisition. Council member
Diane Wynn was absent.
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DEATHS
HAROLD BROWN
Harold “Doug” Brown,
60, of Haysville, died Dec.
12, 2020.
He was born Dec. 15,
1959.
He
was
preceded
in death
by his
wife,
Debby
Padgett
Brown.
Brown
Survivors
include children Chante’
(Harold) Newberry of Bel
Aire, Tara (John) Hilton
of Newark, Del., Jeremiah
(Kaylee) Chavez of Wichita and Dawn (Cody) Bean
of Haysville; sisters, Katherine Thompson, Patricia
Ervin and Julie Craig, all
of Arkansas; grandchildren Cierra Robinson,
Bree Robertson, Audrey
Robertson, Danny Chavez,
Harry Newberry, Alyssa
Unruh, Romen Holland,
Martin Newberry, Aary
Chavez, Grace Newberry
and Jacen Chavez; and
many other family and
friends.
A celebration of life
will be held at a later date.
AMELIA GIRRENS
Amelia M. Girrens, 93,
of Bel Aire, died Dec. 9,
2020.
She was born April
5, 1927, in Colwich to
John William and Frances
(Englebrecht) Mies. She
married John Girrens Jr.
on May 23, 1951. They
farmed in and around
Wichita.
She was preceded in
death by her husband of
67 years; brothers Sylvester, Joseph, Albert, John,
Paul, Ervin and Clarence; and sisters Bernece
Horsch and Leona Hilger.
Survivors include sister
Betty Hudgins; Dean and
Karen (Girrens) Gilbert,
Paul and Bernetta Gir-

Business
Continued from Page 1

next dirtiest rooms are usually wherever people are
sleeping at night. Some of
those hard surface blinds
will literally get furry. They
look like they have a layer
of dust on them. Lightcolored fabric shades will
get kind of dingy and dull
looking. We’ve cleaned
shades that were over 20
years old and people forgot
what color they originally
were. They look like new
again.”
Although the majority of
his business is residential,
Seybert said some of the
dirtiest blinds he sees are at
restaurants. He said one of
the biggest reasons to keep
blinds clean is that it will
help preserve them. Mike
said he rarely sees clean
blinds break.
“The majority of blind
repairs we do stem from
dirt, dust, paint, wallpaper
— stuff that gets into the
headrails of the blinds,” he
said. “We find a lot of nerf
darts. Something gunks it
up and the natural tendency
is to just jerk harder on the
string which leads to some
kind of breakage.”
Seybert said he has already gotten a good amount
of business in Bel Aire and
is thankful to be a part of
the community. He and his
wife, Ann, live just south
of Bel Aire; they have two
children, Connor and Tessa.

rens, and Clyde and Pat
Girrens; and many other
family and friends
A private family service
will be held. Memorials
to Catholic Care Center,
6550 E. 45th Street North,
Bel Aire KS 67226.

nie)
Wiley
of
Eaton
Indi.,
and
Kenneth
(Nina)
of Leroy.

in Bel
Aire.
She
was
preceded
in death
by her
husband
and
parents.
Hasty
Survivors
include her daughter,
Diana (Bill) Rhiley of
Wellington; sons Donald (Phyllis) Hasty of
Dodge City and Douglas
(Sara) Hasty of Sabetha;
sisters-in-law Betty Hoff
of Fredonia and Emma
Faye Wilson of Montrose,
Colo.; grandchildren Bill,
David, Justin, Michael,
Jordan, Rebekah, Emily
and Melissa; and 14 greatgrandchildren.
A private family service
was held Dec. 14, with
burial at Maple Grove
Cemetery, both in Dodge
City. Memorials to either
the First United Methodist
Church of Dodge City or
the First United Methodist
Church of Valley Center
in care of Swaim Funeral
Home, Dodge City.

scarfs,
and
made
bandages as
Christmas
gifts for
the miliGERALD GRANT
tary. She
Gerald Paul “Jerry”
served
Grant
Shaw
Grant, 80, of Bel Aire,
in severdied Nov. 30, 2020.
al posiGraveside service was
He was born Aug. 22,
tions in the Valley Center
held Dec. 4 at White Cha1940, in Keams Canyon,
First Baptist Church. She
pel Memorial Gardens,
Ariz., to Paul and Marga- Wichita. Memorials to the
helped organize the Valret Grant. He grew up in
ley Center Assembly of
Kansas Humane Society
Iola, attending Gas City
God Church and served
or the Kansas Masonic
Grade School and Iola
in many positions. She
Foundation.
High School. He attended
was an ordained minister,
Old Mission Funeral
Iola Junior College and
active in Women’s Aglow
Home of Wichita had
Kansas State University
Organization and a speakcharge.
before earning a degree
er at the local chapter. She
in chemistry from Fort
took bibles to China and
PHYLLIS HASTY
Hays Kansas State ColRussia with the Assembly
Phyllis Elaine Hasty,
lege. While serving in
of God Organization. She
88, of Bel Aire, formerly
the Army, he married his
volunteered at the Bel Aire
of Valley Center, died
wife Carol. He began
Catholic Care Center.
Dec. 8, 2020.
working as an engineerShe was preceded in
She was born Dec.
ing aide with the Kansas
death by her husband;
25, 1931, at St. Anthony
Department of Health and Hospital in Dodge City to
parents; sisters Lucy
Environment, moving
Courtney, Velma Prock,
Willie Earl and Geneva
to Hays in 1968. DurHarriett Todd and Vernie
(Wright) Thompson. She
ing his 29 years with the
Turner; brothers Lawrence
grew up on various farms
KDHE, he obtained a
and Vernon Maixner; son
around Dodge City, atProfessional Engineering tended primary grades in
Dennis Shaw; and two
license, served as district
grandsons. Survivors
the one-room Pleasant
engineer in the Hays and
include daughters Carolyn
Hill Country School, then
Wichita district offices and graduated from Dodge
McMillan, Pamela Langwas chief of the technical City Senior High School
ELDINE SHAW
hover and Diana McDonservices section in Topeka. in 1949. She married
Eldine May (Maixner) ald; eight grandchildren;
After retirement in 1997,
Shaw, 102, of Valley Cen- 16 grandchildren; three
Robert Hasty on July 29,
he was an adjunct instruc- 1951, in Dodge City. They ter, died Nov. 17, 2020.
great-grandchildren; and
tor at Fort Scott Commu- moved to Fort Worth and
She was born in rural
many other family and
nity College.
Benton to Wencil Wesfriends.
returned to Dodge City
He was preceded in
ley Maixner and Carrie
Service was Nov. 24 at
in 1952. She worked at
death by his parents and
(Vachel) Maixner. She was LifePoint Church in Valley
Fidelity State Bank for
infant sister Mary Alice
married to Dale Thomas
Center, with graveside
more than 30 years as a
Grant. Survivors include
Shaw. They raised their
following at Wichita Park
teller and a loan officer
his wife; daughters Jill
family on the farm in
Cemetery. Memorials in
before retiring. She was
House of Orlando, Fla.,
rural Valley Center. She
her memory to LifePoint
a member of the First
and Julie Lane of Axtell;
Church, 400 S. Abilene,
United Methodist Church was baptized at Palmyra
son Alan (Allyson) Grant of Dodge City, United
Baptist Church in a horse Valley Center KS 67147.
of Baldwin City; grandBaker Funeral Home of
Methodist Women, Dodge tank at Bodecker Farms.
children Bailey (Diego
As an accomplished player Valley Center had charge.
City Women’s Chamber
Matorras) House of Balti- and Happy Hour Extenof piano, organ and acmore, Elizabeth House of sion Unit. They moved to cordion, she performed in
Brant Lake, N.Y., Jonathan Valley Center in Septhe June Frisby Academy
Greig of Wichita, Jennifer tember 2009 and became
Ensemble. Along with
Greig of Baltimore, and
affiliate members of First her brother and sister, she
Cooper Grant of BaldUnited Methodist Church regularly performed for
win City; great-grandson
of Valley Center. In Febru- soldiers at the Wichita VetDane Matorras of Baltieran Hospital. She knitted
ary 2019 she moved to
more; brothers Fred (Con- the Catholic Care Center
lots of hats, gloves and
Radical
Bubbles has
a ribboncutting ceremony Oct.
7. It’s located
at 4615 N.
Cypress Drive
in Bel Aire.

CHARLES
WESTERMAN

The Rev. Charles Eugene “Gene” Westerman,
79, of Bel Aire, died Dec.
10, 2020.  
He was born in Raymondsville, Mo., to Thurman and Edith (Cummins)
Westerman. He graduated from McClure High
School in Florrisant, Mo.
After marrying Shirley, he
attended Warner Southern
College in Lake Wells,
Fla., where he studied
pastoral
ministry. The
family
lived in
several
states
while he
pastored.
He
Westerman
was
preceded in death by his wife,
parents, and sister Judy
Barden. Survivors include
his children, Mike (Carrie)
Westerman of Valley Center, David Westerman and
Diana Westerman, both of
Wichita; grandchildren,
Amanda Westerman and
Aaron Westerman of Valley
Center; sister Burnadean
Bach of St. Peters, Mo.;
nephew Sean Littlejohn of
St. Louis; and many other
family and friends.
Graveside service was
Dec. 14 at Valley Center
Memorial Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be given to the
Kansas Food Bank. Baker
Funeral Home of Valley
Center had charge.
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City of Bel Aire
In the interest of public safety, please be advised that any or all Bel Aire senior and/or rec programs may be subject
to modification, change, or cancellation to reflect current state and local COVID-19 orders, with or without notice.

Bel Aire Seniors

All SENIORS 55+ are cordially invited to all events listed below. The Senior Center and library area are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. The library has a wide selection of books to check
out with neither cost nor time restraints and computers are available for study or
research. Any senior can belong to or attend more than one senior center/club in
Sedgwick County.

Locations

Senior Center / 7651 E. Central Park Ave. / 744-2451
Recreation Center / 5251 E. 48th North / 744-2700

Weekly Events

Bel Aire Walkers — Monday through Friday, 8 to 9 a.m., Rec Center
Pickleball — Monday and Friday, 9 to 11 a.m., Fridays 5 to 7 p.m. Rec
Center, $2/person or Rec membership
Line Dance — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., City Hall, Community Room
Zoom Line Dance — Monday and Friday, 1 p.m., contact Sarah at 7442700 or schristenson@belaireks.gov for more information
Sew ‘N’ So More — Monday, Wednesday & Friday, noon, Rec Center
Dynamic Aging — Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m., Rec Center. $40 for
four weeks or $5 per class. Chris at 620-640-2104 for more info.
Open Sewing — Wednesday, 10 a.m., Rec Center

Monthly & Special Events

Jan. 5, 2 p.m. — New Year’s Time Capsule Activity, Senior Center
Jan. 6, 10 a.m. — Library Work Day, Senior Center
Jan. 7, 2 p.m. — Folk Dance Class, Community Room, $2 per person
Jan. 11, 2:30 p.m. — News & Views, Senior Center
Jan. 13, 1 p.m. — Armchair Travel, Senior Center
Jan. 14, 2 p.m. — Folk Dance Class, Community Room, $2 per person
Jan. 15, 2:15 p.m. — Snack & Chat, Senior Center
Jan. 18 — Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Senior Center closed
Jan. 19, 1:30 p.m. — Crafting Upcycled Journals, Senior Center, RSVP
Jan. 20, 1:30 p.m. — Book Club meeting, Senior Center
Jan. 26, 2 p.m. — Soda Bottle Bowling, Rec Center
Jan. 28, 2 p.m. — Folk Dance Class, Community Room, $2 per person
Jan. 29, 2:30 p.m. — National Puzzle Day Activity, Senior Center

Community Events
Jan. 5 — City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall
Jan. 6 — Bel Aire
Chamber, noon, RSVP
by Jan. 5 to ssalley@
bw53rd.com
Jan. 6 — Municipal
Court, 5:30 & 7 p.m., by
appointment only, City
Hall
Jan. 13 — Bel Aire

Lions Club, 11:30
a.m., Gospel Assembly
Church
Jan. 13 — Utility
Advisory Committee, 3
p.m., City Hall
Jan. 14 — Planning
Commission, 6:30 p.m.,
City Hall
Jan. 18 — City offices closed for Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 19 — City Council, 7 p.m., City Hall
Jan. 21 — Municipal
Court, 12:30 p.m., by
appointment only, City
Hall
Jan. 27 — Bel Aire
Lions Club, 11:30
a.m., Gospel Assembly
Church

Bel Aire Recreation
Hip-Hop Class
(Grades K- 5)
This six-week program meets at
6 p.m. starting Jan. 19.
Youth Basketball*
For boys and girls in grades K
through fourth. Limited openings remain — sign up today!
Games begin Jan. 9.
Saved by the Bel
Grades K through fifth. Need
something for the kids to do
after school? Sign them up for
Saved by the Bel! An hour and
one-half of sports, games, arts &
crafts and more activities. Starting daily on Jan. 18 from 4:15
to 5:45 p.m. Prior registration is
required — $25 per week, per
child.

Adult Pickleball
Held Mondays and Fridays from
9 to 11:30 a.m. and Fridays from
5 to 7 p.m. in the Rec Center
gymnasium. Just $2 drop-in fee or
membership!
Yoga
Classes are held on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. Participants need to provide
their own yoga mat. Teens and
adults can join at any time.
Fitness Center
Check out our fitness center,
which consists of elliptical cross
trainers, free weights, multistation weight machine, recumbent
bike and treadmills.

FREE Senior Programs
Line dancing, Bel Aire Walkers,
sewing and more. Call Sarah for
Taekwondo (ages 5 & up) more information.
Classes meet Tuesday and
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. These are *Group sizes and spectator numgreat classes for beginners to
bers will be limited to allow for soblack belts.
cial distancing. Spectators, coaches
and staff must wear masks. PlayDynamic Aging
ers must wear masks except when
Is a class geared toward indiactively participating.
viduals aged 50+ to provide opportunities to practice a variety
For more info about any Bel
of movements in a safe environ- Aire rec program, call 744-2700,
ment. Classes meet on Tuesday visit www.belaireks.gov or follow
and Thursday at 9 a.m.
us on Facebook @BelAireRec.
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City buys phone system with CARES Act funds
By Taylor Messick

The Bel Aire City
Council voted 4-0 on
Nov. 3 to use some of its
CARES Act money to
replace the city’s phone
system. The city accepted

$147,996.64 Sept. 15 and
used $82,482.32 to replace
police radios.
One of the accepted
uses for CARES Act
money is technology
upgrades that make social
distancing and remote

working possible for
employees. Staff felt
that upgrading the city’s
phone system from an on
premise system to a cloud
based system would be a
good use of these funds.
A cloud based system will

take some of the IT work
and troubleshooting off of
staff’s plate.
The city received
four bids for cloud based
systems. The cheapest
was Mitel with a five-year
cost of $49,320 and the

most expensive was SummerOne with a five-year
cost of $72,139. Council’s
favorite options were the
two in the middle price
range — Microsoft Teams
and Ideatek.
Finance director Ted

Henry looked into the options and said he preferred
the functionality of the
Ideatek product. Ideatek
has a one-time charge of
$9,950 with annual charges of $8,640. The five-year
cost is $53,150.

Methodist
Greenwich UMC at
5500 N. Greenwich Road
is one mile south of K-254
and five miles north of
21st North.
Sunday worship is at 9
a.m. with Life Studies for
all ages from 10 to 10:30.
Pastor Paula Scott is
available at the church
each Wednesday for prayer
and fellowship.
United Methodist Women meet at 10 a.m. the first
Wednesday of each month
and host a church brunch
quarterly.
Special events are
announced on the church
sign, Facebook and by
mailings. Please call to be
added to our mailing list
or email shagemeister@
sbcglobal.net.
Greenwich UMC missions support large local
charities like Open Door,
Grace Med or Youthville,
as well as small charities
like Flint Hills Therapeutic
Riding Center and Wichita
Children’s Home, to name
a few.
Like us on Facebook at
Wichita Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Call us
at 744-0203.

school at 10.
Bingo is at 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of each
month.
Men’s Bible study is at
6:30 a.m. Wednesdays.
Our pastor is Michelle
Gowin. Find us online at
www.KechiUMC.org and
“Like” us on Facebook.
The church phone number is 744-1221.

683-5538 or via email at
postmaster@risensavior.
net.
Sunday morning
services in our Worship
Center are at 8 and 10:30,
with a nursery and Children’s Church during the
10:30 service. We provide
adult Bible classes and
children’s Sunday school
beginning at 9:15 a.m.
Each month we provide
options to participate in a
variety of Bible studies,
fellowship and service opportunities for all ages.
Find us on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter —
search RisenSaviorICT!
Find out everything Risen
Savior has to offer on our
website www.risensavior.
net.
Senior pastor is Tom
Harmon. Assistant pastor
is Nick Cordt.

the first and third Monday.
Women’s Bible study
group meets at 10 a.m.
on the second and fourth
Friday.
Wednesday service is at
6 p.m.
Saturday Vespers are at
4:30 p.m.
The Very Rev. Dr. John
Flora is archpriest and
pastor. The Rev. Deacon
Basil Anderson is assistant. Frank Tritschler is
head chanter. Readers are
James Finneran and Moses
Rothenberger. Mrs. Sally
Buxon is organist.
For more information
call 734-6248 or go online
www.saintmichaelorthodoxchurch.com. Email
inquiries to jfflora@icloud.
com.

CHURCH HIGHLIGHTS
Christ Lutheran-ELCA
Christ Lutheran Church
is located at 53rd North
and Hillside, across from
Wichita Heights High
School.
Virtual worship service
is at 10 a.m. Sundays.
For more information
about the church, check
our website at www.
christ-lutheran.org or our
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/CLCwichita/or call 744-1242.
Pastor Chad Langdon is
the minister.
Church of the
Resurrection
Church of the Resurrection (Roman Catholic) is
located at 4910 N. Woodlawn in Bel Aire.
Masses for the Lord’s
day are 5:30 p.m. Saturday
and 8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday. Weekday masses are
at 8 a.m. Tuesday through
Saturday.
Resurrection Catholic
School has students from
preschool through eighth
grade.
The parish/school
website is www.resurrectionwichita.com, and
the telephone number is
744-2776.
The Rev. Michael J.
Schemm is the pastor.
Community Bible
Chapel
Community Bible Chapel is located at the corner

of 45th North and Auburn.
If you have any questions about our church,
please call Amy Smith at
323-2819.
Cornerstone Christian
Cornerstone Christian
Church is at 5531 E. 37th
North, Wichita KS 672202037. The phone number is
686-0208.
Sunday worship is at
10:15 a.m. A nursery is
provided.
Wednesday study
groups at 6:30 p.m. include
adult studies, youth and
Awana.
Cornerstone Christian
Church will host a free
family fun event from 4 to
6 p.m. the third Saturday
of each month. See you
there.
Pastor is Jim Rackham,
and youth pastor is Tate
Strasner.
Gospel Assembly
Located at 4230 N.
Oliver in Bel Aire, Sunday
services are 10 a.m. and 6
p.m.
Prayer service is at 7
p.m. Tuesday.
Praise and worship is at
7:30 p.m. Wednesday.
Youth activities are on
the first Saturday evening
of each month.
Phone number is 7441502. The Rev. Gary D.
Green is the pastor.
Greenwich United

Kechi United
Methodist
Located at 4533 E. 61st
North in Kechi. Sunday
worship is at 9:03 a.m.
(contemporary) and 11
(traditional), with Sunday

LifePoint
A fellowship of the Assemblies of God, LifePoint
is located at 400 S. Abilene
in Valley Center.
Life University/Sunday
school meets at 9 a.m.,
with Kids Church at 10:30.
There is no regular Sunday
night service. For special
activities, check online at
www.lpcag.org.
Wednesday evening’s
Launch children’s program
is at 6:30 p.m., with Velocity Student Ministries for
youth meets at 7.
Adult small groups
meet throughout the community.
Senior pastor is Steve
Rains. Youth pastor is
Jacob Soyez. Children’s
pastor is Nathaniel Thurman. Call the church at
755-2331.
Risen Savior Lutheran
Church — Missouri
Synod
Located at 6770 E. 34th
North in northeast Wichita.
You can reach us at

Saint Michael Western
Orthodox Christian
Saint Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church is at
2710 E. 61st North, Park
City.
It is a congregation of
the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of
North America.
Worship with us Sunday Adult Class at 9 a.m.,
morning prayer at 9:45
a.m. and Holy Eucharist at
10 a.m., and Wednesday
Holy Eucharist at 6 p.m.
Men’s Bible study
group meets at 7 p.m. on

Wichita Three Angels
Seventh-day Adventist
Located at 4558 N.
Hydraulic, Wichita.
Birger Draget is pastor.
Sabbath school at 9:30
a.m. with worship service
at 11.
For more information, go online at www.
godscloset.com or on
Facebook (Gods Closet Wichita).
For God’s Closet, call
778-0474.
Send your church’s
upcoming events and
service times to legals@
arkvalleynews.com or call
755-0821.

BEL AIRE POLICE REPORTS
Nov. 15 — A woman called
and requested officers check
the welfare of her father in the
6000 block of East Danbury. All
of the man’s vehicles were at
the residence and the caller had
not been able to contact him by
phone for four days. She said this
is very unusual. The man was
located in the residence and advised he was ill. A friend was onscene and agreed to assist him in
getting medical attention.
Nov. 16 — A man in the
4800 block of North Indian Oak
reported receiving a letter in the
mail from TD Bank in regards to
a Samsung account he had. The
man did not have a Samsung
account nor had he done any
business with TD Bank. The man
ran his credit check and found a
fraudulent loan with the account
marked as closed. The man was
given an identity theft packet and
told to contact all of his banks
and the three credit bureaus.
Nov. 16 — Officer Haines
contacted a 17-year-old walking
east on Perryton approaching
Woodlawn. The teen had previously been reported as overdue
for getting home by his foster
mother. He had earlier returned
home and was confronted by his
foster mother about a baggie of
drugs in his pocket. The boy fled
the home. During contact with the
teen, the odor of burnt marijuana
was detected and a small amount
of marijuana, a rubber smoking
device and a lighter were found
on him. The teen was taken back
home and released into the custody of his foster mother. He was
also served a juvenile notice to
appear in court on charges of
possession of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Nov. 17 — A man told police he saw two males around his
neighbor’s white Nissan Altima
about 1:35 a.m. When the males
saw the reporting party, they left
southbound on foot. Upon Sgt.
Davis’ arrival, the trunk of the Nissan was partially open. A check
of the area was non-productive.
No suspects were located.
Nov. 17 — While on routine
patrol, Sgt. Davis saw a silver
Nissan Altima sitting in the 4100
block of North Danbury. The vehicle was occupied by two people. Due to a previous suspicious
character call, he pulled in behind
the car and made contact with
the occupants. Davis approached
from the driver’s side. Upon contact with the female and male
occupants, he smelled the odor
of burnt marijuana. A search of
the car located a trace amount
of marijuana and two smoking
pipes. The items were seized as
evidence and submitted.
Nov. 17 — Officers responded to a vehicle wreck in the 8700
block of East Chris. A 2007 Honda
Civic struck mailboxes. The driver
claimed she leaned over to pick
up her glasses and veered off the
right side of the road and struck
the mailboxes.
Nov. 17 — A woman from
the 6800 block of East 44th Court
North called 911 needing police
intervention in getting her cellphone back from her husband.
Officers arrived and investigated.

The woman was upset that there
was a text message from a woman wanting to meet up with her
husband. Eventually, both had
their own phones back and were
advised to contact attorneys.
Nov. 17 — A man in the
3800 block of North Hillcrest reported the tag from one of his
work trucks was stolen. He had
no suspect information, and
needed a report for replacement
of the license plate.
Nov. 18 — Officers assisted
Sedgwick County fire and EMS
with a diabetic emergency in the
4800 block of North Farmstead
Court. The repeat patient was
unconscious in the basement.
EMS stabilized the patient and he
refused transport to the hospital.
Nov. 19 — A woman in the
8400 block of East Granite Court
was contacted through Facebook by a person from Miami.
The person offered to buy her
IPhone 8 for $250. The woman
sent the person the phone but
was not paid through PayPal first.
The woman could not cancel the
delivery and PayPal advised that
she was scammed.
Nov. 19 — Officer Gibson got
a call of a found bike in the 5000
block of North Oliver. He located
the bike in the trees at 5000 N.
Oliver. The bike was collected and
submitted as found property.
Nov. 19 — A contractor reported that an unknown person
entered new construction duplexes in the 8700 block of East Chris
Court by prying open the back
doors with an unknown tool.
Both doors were damaged, and
a Milwaukee brand job site radio
with two batteries and a charger
were stolen.
Nov. 20 — A woman in
the 6000 block of East Perryton reported two teenage girls
were harassing her with multiple text messages and phone
calls throughout the evening.
The woman said the majority of
messages and calls were not of
a threatening nature, but she
wanted to report the incident for
documentation purposes.
Nov. 20 — A contractor discovered a home he was working
on had been forcibly entered by
thieves in the 5300 block of North
Pebble Creek. A DeWalt air compressor and a nail bag with several hand tools were stolen.
Nov. 20 — A one-vehicle
wreck was reported in the 4500
block of North Woodlawn. A man
lost control of his 2008 GMC truck
while driving recklessly and spinning the truck’s tires. The truck
left the road and struck a ditch
and culvert. A passenger in the
vehicle gave a misleading statement. The driver was cited for
driving with a suspended license,
racing on the highway, reckless
driving, driving with no liability
insurance and transporting open
container of alcohol. During the
investigation, the man assaulted
Sgt. Davis and actively resisted
arrest. Sergio Ivan Hernandez of
Wichita was arrested and booked
into the Sedgwick County Jail on
charges of assault of a law enforcement officer and resisting
arrest. Saray Moan of Wichita
was arrested on a charge of in-

terference.
Nov. 20 — Officer Gibson
was booking a man into Sedgwick
County Jail in Wichita when the
man spit on the officer. A charge
of battery of a law enforcement
officer was added to his other
charges.
Nov. 21 — A woman’s alarm
company called 911 to report a
possible overdose in the 6800
block of East 44th Court North.
Upon the arrival of officers, it was
discovered that the woman’s security system monitor overheard
the woman over an open microphone after she had activated
the alarm yelling at her husband.
They reported hearing the woman claiming that her husband put
an illicit drug in her tea that was
in the refrigerator. The woman
said she is seeking a divorce from
her husband and she is afraid her
husband will harm her.
Nov. 21 — Sedgwick County
911 sent Bel Aire police to a disturbance call in the 6800 block
of East 44th Court North. Once
at this residence, officers found
a man and woman having an argument. There was no evidence
of a physical confrontation. The
man said he would spend the day
with a family member.
Nov. 21 — A two-vehicle
wreck was reported at 53rd and
Rock Road. A 2016 Toyota Corolla
was traveling south on Rock Road
and turning onto 53rd when a
2013 Ford Focus going east on
53rd ran the stop sign at Rock
Road and collided with the Corolla. The driver of the Ford Focus
was issued a citation for running
the stop sign and causing the
crash. No injuries were reported.
Nov. 23 — A woman reported her foster child ran away
from her home in the 5700 block
of East Memphis. The child was
entered into a national computer
system.
Nov. 24 — Bel Aire officers
were dispatched to a medical
assist call at the Dollar General
store in the 4500 block of North
Woodlawn. They located a man
who said he was homeless, dehydrated and needing assistance. The man was cleared by
Sedgwick County fire and EMS.
Bel Aire officers transported the
man to ComCare. The man said
he had recently been extradited
from Houston to Anthony on burglary warrants. He was released
and somehow made his way to
Bel Aire.
Nov. 24 — A man was seen
driving his 2004 Ford Taurus in
the 4500 block of Edgemoor. He
was cited for driving with a suspended license.
Nov. 24 — Officers Crice and
Steele were traveling together to
retrieve a patrol vehicle from Park
Motors of Augusta. They were on
U.S. 54 when they saw what appeared to be a traffic crash in the
median in front of them. A vehicle started to leave the area so
they got behind it as it stopped
in a driveway. They made contact with the driver who said he
had fallen asleep while driving. A
quick check of the license plate
indicated the vehicle was stolen
out of Colorado. Both subjects
were handcuffed and held for

the Butler County Sheriff’s Office. Deputies arrived and took
custody of the suspects and the
stolen vehicle.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
5700 block of North Lycee reported being told by Amazon that
a package had been delivered to
her door between 9 and 10 a.m.
She said the package was gone
when she arrived home at 1:10
p.m. The woman reported the
package had 50 feet of outdoor
string lights. There was no suspect description.
Nov. 24 — A woman in the
5800 block of East Danbury reported an unknown male caller
claiming to be from Medicare
needed her identification number,
her doctor’s number and other
numbers. The woman gave him
the information requested. She
later called the number on the
back of her Medicare card and
was informed to call the police
and make a report due to this being a scam.
Nov. 21 — A woman in the
5000 block of North Colonial
Court reported she was cleaning
when she noticed a gun missing
from a nightstand.
Nov. 26 — A woman in the
4200 block of North Westlake
Drive reported that as she was
walking around Eagle Lake Park,
she found a Samsung flip phone.
She said that the phone would
not turn on and she posted it on
Next-door App with no success
finding its owner.
Nov. 26 — A man in the 4000
block of North Harding reported
that as he was out on a walk and
found a check and money in the
ditch. Officer Gibson contacted
the bank on the check in Kingman to track down the check
owner. The owner of the check
made arrangements to pick up
his check and money.
Nov. 29 — Officer Manuel
saw two males in the parking lot
of Hoops Academy in the 5200
block of North Toler parked near
the dumpsters after the business
was closed. The driver of the car
had a Sedgwick County warrant
for failure to appear in court. A
Sedgwick County deputy took
custody of Luis Alberto Avila of
Bel Aire and transported him to
the Sedgwick County Jail.
Dec. 1 — Officers were dispatched to a call of a person
threatening suicide by gun in the
4900 block of East Willow Point
Court. Officers arrived and located the woman in a bedroom
having an acute mental episode.
Medic 22 arrived and transported
her to St. Joseph Hospital for an
evaluation.
Dec. 3 — A land developer
reported trespassers on his private land in the 5800 block of
East Wildfire. Two suspects were
located in a field. Their white
1991 GMC pickup became stuck
on the wet ground. One of the
occupants of the truck had warrants through Sedgwick County
and Sumner County. Both were
for minor traffic.
Dec. 4 — Officers were dispatched to a disturbance with a
female yelling outside of a home
in the 8700 block of East Chris.
Officers made contact with a

34-year-old woman. During the
investigation, the woman, who
was drunk, admitted to officers
she battered her ex and used a
key to scratch a vehicle.
Dec. 4 — A woman in the
4400 block of North Mission reported her foster child got upset
and out of control because he did
not want to eat pizza rolls. The
foster mother tried to get a hold
of his caseworker with no luck.
The foster child stayed at the
home. Officer Gibson negotiated
a resolution, and the child gladly
accepted peaches and cream
oatmeal for dinner instead of the
pizza rolls.
Dec. 5 — Officer Gibson was
dispatched to a welfare check in
the 5900 block of East Danbury.
A man reported a former student expressed he was upset in
text messages. The man wanted
a welfare check on the student.
Gibson discovered the address of
the youth was in the county and
forwarded the call for the appropriate response by deputies.
Dec. 8 — Lt. Foxx and Officer
Steele responded to a call of a
domestic violence disturbance in
the 5200 block of North Cypress
Circle. The report was of a couple
arguing or fighting. The officers
discovered the disturbance was
an argument only. The landlord
of the property was on scene and
advised that an eviction was in
the young couple’s future as the
extreme behavior is not a rare occurrence.
Dec. 8 — A woman in the
5100 block of North Colonial reported that unknown subjects
filed for a small business loan
through the federal government
with her information. She contacted the Federal Trade Commission and was unable to get
information on the loan, but decided to file a fraud claim.
Dec. 9 — Chief Atteberry
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 4900 block of North Rock
Road. The driver had a revoked
license and no proof of insurance.
The driver said she was on her
way to the hospital to check on
her sick mother, but did not know
what hospital she was driving to
until after she got a phone call
during the traffic stop. The woman got a ride from a friend.
Dec. 11 — A man from the
4300 block of North Eagle Lake
Court came to the Bel Aire Police
Department to report an identity theft case. The man said unknown suspects filed a fraudulent
unemployment claim through the
State of Michigan using his identi-

ty. Additionally, someone opened
a bank account at Chase Bank in
Oklahoma using his identity.
Dec. 13 — Officer Manuel
stopped a vehicle for speeding
in the 7500 block of East 45th
North. The driver was on her
way to work but was driving with
a suspended license. She was
cited.
Dec. 13 — Officer Manuel
was dispatched to a disturbance
with a knife in the 5700 block of
North Lycee. Manuel saw one of
the vehicles involved leaving. He
stopped the vehicle and questioned the driver. After questioning the man, he went to contact
the other person involved. The
woman said the man threw a
remote at her and took a knife
away from her and left.
Dec. 14 — Officer Manuel
was dispatched to a possible
overdose in the 4900 block of
North Tierra Lakes. A woman
said she took a bottle of over-thecounter medication. The woman
said she took the medication to
get high and did not want to kill
herself. The woman said she was
not worried because she usually
takes more. EMS transported to
the woman to Wesley Woodlawn
for treatment.
Dec. 14 — Bel Aire police received a report from Wichita police that documented an incident
reported to have occurred in the
5100 block of North Industry in
Bel Aire. The reporting party reported finding “fresh scratches”
on the driver side door and front
fender of their vehicle.
Dec. 14 — A man reported
losing his Credit Union debit card
at the ATM located at 3810 N.
Woodlawn or the parking area of
the Napoli Italian Eatery located
at 7718 E. 37th North. The man
said charges had been made at
a Casey’s General Store and the
Kansas Star Casino in the amount
of $530.
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City employees recognized for years of service

Central
Continued from Page 1

Glen Thompson and Tim Aelmore
earned their 20-year longevity award
with the Bel Aire Public Works Department.

2020
Continued from Page 1

February

The Bel Aire Area
Chamber of Commerce
hosted a kick-off celebration for the 40th anniversary of the city Jan. 23.
About 50 people attended
the event, which showcased exhibits from the
past to the present. Jay M.
Price, director of the Local
and Community History
Program at Wichita State
University and author of
“A City of the Future —
The Story of Bel Aire,
Kansas,” spoke to the
group.
The Breeze spoke with
Lisa Lauper about her
Nectar Republic business
at 3963 N. Woodlawn,
which specializes in
candles, soaps and bath
salts. Lauper, who has a
degree in communications
from Wichita State University, operates the business, creates products and
designs packaging. Lauper
prides herself in making
the business a great place
to work for her employees
by empowering them to
create products and take
part in business operations
as team members. She
decided to bring the same
experience to her customers this year with the debut
of her Aroma Bar workshops, which allow beginners to create their own
products in an educational
and social setting.

Bel Aire recreation director Brian
Hayes was honored Dec. 22 for 25
years with the city.

Benage called the process
an embarrassment to the
city.

April

City Manager Ty
Lasher began taking steps
to keep city employees
and members of the community safe by enacting
protocols to combat the
spread of COVID-19.
City staff began working
remotely and limiting inperson meetings. Activities were limited to 50
people. The police department obtained personal
protective equipment, the
utility department suspended shutoffs and the
finance department began
keeping track of expenses
incurred as a result of the
virus. Lasher laid out three
levels of response in case
precautions needed to be
increased.
The city council unanimously confirmed Mayor
Jim Benage’s appointment
of John D. Welch to the
council on March 3. Council members said this was
the most feedback they
had ever received from
the community on a topic
prior to confirming Welch
in his second nomination.

of COVID-19. Atteberry
said the governor’s order
seemed to create a situation where folks didn’t
think they had to abide by
judges’ orders regarding
things like child custody
and visitations. Atteberry
also said the department
saw an increase in barking
dog complaints during the
daytime.

June

Bel Aire committed to
opening the city pool for
a portion of the summer after the city council
agreed. City staff was
concerned about a lack of
lifeguards, especially if
the pool remained open
later than usual into the
college semester. Staff
was also concerned about
the pool staff having to
potentially navigate and
enforce social distancing
and sanitation protocols.
Council member Jeff
Elshoff was adamant that
the pool should open even
if a governor’s order had
to be defied. Mayor Jim
Benage said he shared
many of Elshoff’s feelings
on the matter. Council
members John Welch,
Joel Schroeder and Justin
Smith said they wanted to
ensure that the pool could
open safely while following government orders.
Students from SunSunrise Christian
rise Christian Academy
Academy received eight
qualified for the national
Jester Awards for the
LifeSmarts competition.
school’s production of
LifeSmarts is a consumer “Hello Dolly.” Awards
education competition that were for outstanding stage
challenges teens in grades crew, outstanding playbill
nine through 12 about per- design (Mindee Henry
sonal finance, health and
and graphic design class),
safety, the environment,
outstanding sound design
technology and consumer (Emily Jones), outstanding
rights and responsibililighting design (Andrew
The Bel Aire City
ties. The national event
Keck), outstanding set
Council approved a beer
design (Jerry and Mindy
license for Dollar General for 2020 was cancelled
due to COVID-19 but the Ploeckelmann), outstandat 4554 N. Woodlawn.
Sunrise students did well
ing costume design (Lori
The store opened in the
Goebel), outstanding
former location of Family enough to earn an invite
to next year’s competition artistic design (Rob Fuller)
Video and Marco’s Pizza
in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
and outstanding overall
in September 2019. City
Sunrise team was coached production.
staff thought this might
by Peggy O’Donnell and
have been the first beer
included team members
license the city had ever
Kaitlyn Lumbert (captain),
issued, but former mayor
and council member Lyle Henry Cheatum, Jared
Herndon, Joshua Kelly
The Breeze talked to
Ackerman recalled a bar
Heidi Marcinik about
called Hammer and Nails and Peyton Eckhart. All
were seniors. O’Donnell
starting HAHA Urban
that was open in the city
said
this
is
the
first
time
Farm at her Bel Aire
sometime in the late 1980s
in 18 years of coaching
home. Marcinik wanted
or early 1990s.
her team has received an
to start a farmer’s marMayor Jim Benage
invite
to
nationals.
Eckket in Bel Aire and used
called for changes to the
hart
was
also
awarded
a
COVID-19 as an opportucity’s council member replacement policy after the Presidential Scholarship at nity to test a drive-through
Missouri State University system. Marcinik grows
council failed to confirm
food in her own home gartwo of his nominations for that month.
Police
Chief
Darrell
den and also gets produce
the final seat on the city
council (Benage’s former Atteberry talked about the from Victory Gardens in
seat). Nominations of John effects his department was Maize and Serenity Farms
seeing while people stayed in Sedgwick. Marcinik
Welch and Ashley Markat home to limit the spread gained experience workley failed with 2-2 votes.

May

March

July

Anne Stephens was honored Dec. 30
for five years as the city’s engineer
and public works director.

ing for Trees for Life in
Wichita, studying permaculture in Guatemala,
and apprenticing for Ryan
Kirkpatrick of Kirkpatrick
Farms in Valley Center for
the Growing Growers ICT
program. She also grew up
gardening with her family
in Florida.
The city adopted a
new city council vacancy
policy with a 3-1 vote.
The new policy allows the
mayor to automatically
offer a vacant council seat
to the first-highest votegetter or to open the seat
for nominations. Council member Jeff Elshoff
previously said he did not
believe the mayor should
have tie-breaking authority in a vote because it
would give the mayor
too much power over the
nomination. Council member Justin Smith said giving the mayor tie-breaking
power would help hold the
mayor accountable for his
nomination.

August

The Bel Aire City
Council unanimously
adopted a resolution urging citizens to wear masks
to help fight the spread
of COVID-19. Council
member John Welch
requested the addition
of an item to the council
agenda so the city could
discuss the topic after
the Wichita City Council
decided to require masks
in public. Welch said he
did not support penalizing
residents for non-compliance but thought the city
should mandate mask use.
Welch said he noticed a
difference in mask use
in Wichita after the city
took its position. Council
members Justin Smith
and Joel Schroeder said
they agreed with Welch’s
sentiment but did not want
to make wearing masks a
requirement.
Police Chief Darrell
Atteberry announced his
intention to move the
department away from
Dodge Charger police
cruisers in favor of Ford
Explorers. Atteberry said
the Chargers were good
vehicles when they were
new but maintenance
costs added up quickly.
The Bel Aire department
had already ordered one
Explorer the previous year
and ordered two more at
just over $50,000 each to
replace a total of three vehicles that were approaching 100,000 miles.

September

The city council approved the city’s proposed
2021 budget with no property tax mill levy rate increase. The mill levy had
remained at about 45.730
since 2014 and was 45.774
in 2020. The general fund
anticipated $5,963,268 in
revenues. The city’s total
expenditures went up over
$3 million to $19,459,824
and assessed valuations
went up over $6 million to
$70,685,455.
Bel Aire Chamber of
Commerce president Gary
O’Neal announced that
the board’s candidate for
chamber director had already resigned to take another opportunity in Sumner County. The chamber
budgeted $10,000 for the
position but the individual
who was hired was unable to start working due
to COVID-19. O’Neal
said the chamber would
dedicate that money for
festival use next year and
asked the city to revisit
the agreement to fund the
position in 2022.

October

The Breeze talked to
the Bel Aire Lions Club
about its contributions to
the city and residents in
need. There are not many
events in Bel Aire that the
Lions Club doesn’t have a
hand in — and whenever
there is a group or individual in need of some help,
the Lions Club gets it
done. The group is looking
to recruit new members to
help with the many different needs the organization
serves in the community.
The city council approved $29,800 for repairs
to 53rd North between
Oliver and Woodlawn.
The governing body was
frustrated by the situation
but the city is stuck repairing the road until a $1
million replacement can
be done.

November

The Breeze talked to
Cameron Heidrick about
his Warsh exterior cleaning business located at
4615 N. Cypress. The
Northeast Magnet High
School graduate started
the business with his
father, Steve, in 2010.
Steve suffered a stroke in
2013 and Cameron said he
had no choice but to grow
the business to help with
medical bills while sup-

who is finishing Phase 1
and that the style of the
homes will be similar.
Petitions were originally
accepted in 2009 when
the area was being platted. Lasher said there are
about 60 or 70 lots and the
plan is to do 30 per year.
The landscaping berm will
screen the residential area
from a nearby planned
commercial area and will
be similar to what is seen
around the pool. The dead
end at the roundabout
across from City Hall will
be taken north to 53rd
North.

porting his own wife and
five children. The business
uses a technique called
“soft washing,” which is
an alternative to pressure
washing that cleans porous
and easily damageable
surfaces.
The Bel Aire City
Council approved a subrecipient grant agreement
with Sedgwick County
that awarded the city
$147,996.64 in CARES
Act funding. The funds
are meant to reimburse
cities for extra expenditures incurred from March
1 through Oct. 30 due to
COVID-19. Approved expenditures include public
health initiatives, personal
protective equipment and
costs related to delivery
of services, including
technology and software
necessary to transition to
work-from-home or digital
service models. The city
discussed using the money
to replace its phones with
a cloud-based system.

December

Sunrise Christian
Academy retired the jersey
of Sacramento Kings star
and former SCA standout Buddy Hield on Oct.
24. The school hosted a
pre-season kickoff event
to honor the NBA’s 2020
3-point shootout champion, who attended SCA
from 2010 to 2012 before
playing for the University
of Oklahoma. Hield won
Big 12 player of the year
twice, Sporting News and
Naismith National Player
of the Year and an ESPY
for Best Male College
Athlete. The Freeport, Bahamas, native was drafted
No. 6 overall to the New
Orleans Pelicans in 2016.
Bel Aire City Manager
Ty Lasher was honored
with the Buford Watson Jr.
Award by Kathy Sexton
of the Kansas Association
of City/County Management on Nov. 17. This is
the state’s highest honor
in the city and county
management profession.
Watson is a former city
manager of Lawrence who
is known for encouraging
innovation and providing
visionary leadership to his
elected officials, his staff
and the residents. Lasher
came to Bel Aire in 2007
after working for the City
of Cheney. He is just the
second manager from the
Wichita area to win the
award in its 22 years of
existence.

Making Bel Aire Bright
Christmas Light contest winners

First place was 6822 E. Summerside Place.

Second place was 5162 N. Remington.

Third place was 5830 Memphis.

